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April 24, 2019

Los Angeles City Council 
c/o Office of the City Clerk 
City Hall, Room 395 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Attention: PLUM Committee

Dear Honorable Members:

MILLION DOLLAR THEATER BUILDING; 306-316 WEST THIRD STREET; 301-313 SOUTH 
BROADWAY; CASE NO. CHC-2019-244-HCM, ENV-2019-245-CE

At its meeting of April 18, 2019, the Cultural Heritage Commission took the actions below to include the 
Million Dollar Theater Building in the list of Historic-Cultural Monuments, subject to adoption by the City 
Council:

Determined that the proposed designation is categorically exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and Article 19, 
Section 15331, Class 31 of the State CEQA Guidelines;
Determined that the property conforms with the definition of a Monument pursuant to Section 
22.171.7 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code;
Recommended that the City Council consider the Million Dollar Theater Building for inclusion in 
the list of Historic-Cultural Monuments; and 
Adopted the attached Findings.

1.

2.

3.

4.

The Commission vote was as follows:

Moved: Buelna
Seconded: Kennard
Ayes: Barron, Kanner, Milofsky

Vote: 5-0

James Kf Williams 
Commission Executive Assistant IIl

http://planning.lacity.org
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The Cultural Heritage Commission would appreciate your inclusion of the subject property to the list of Historic- 
Cultural Monuments.

Time for Council to Act: The Commission action is hereby transmitted to the City Council for consideration. 
Pursuant to Section 22.171.10(f) of the Los Angeles Administrative Code, the Council may approve or disapprove 
in whole or in part an application or initiation for a proposed designation of a Monument. The Council shall act in 
90-days of the public hearing held before the Commission on the proposed designation. The City Council may 
unilaterally extend the 90-day time limit to act for a maximum of 15 days for good cause. With written consent of 
the owner, the time for the City Council to act may be extended by up to an additional 60 days. If the Council does 
not act on the application or initiation within this specified time limit, the application or initiation to designate a 
Monument shall be deemed to have been denied.

FindingsEnclosure:
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FINDINGS

The Million Dollar Theater Building “exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, 
economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community” for its association with the 
development of the Broadway commercial district and for its association with the history of 
Latinos in the performing arts;

1.

The Million Dollar Theater Building “is associated with the lives of historic personages important 
to nation, state, city, or local history” for its association with the life of entrepreneur and film 
producer Sid Grauman; and

2.

The Million Dollar Theater Building “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, 
period, or method of construction” as an excellent example of the Churrigueresque architectural 
style.

3.
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FINDINGS

The Million Dollar Theater Building “exemplifies significant contributions to the broad 
cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community” for its 
association with the development of the Broadway commercial district and for its 
association with the history of Latinos in the performing arts.

The Million Dollar Theater Building “is associated with the lives of historic personages 
important to nation, state, city, or local history” for its association with the life of 
entrepreneur and film producer Sid Grauman.

The Million Dollar Theater Building “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, 
type, period, or method of construction” as an excellent example of the Churrigueresque 
architectural style.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria:

Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community;
Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or 
local history; or
Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of 
construction; or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect 
whose individual genius influenced his or her age.

1.

2.

3.

SUMMARY

The Million Dollar Theater Building is a twelve-story mixed-use commercial building located on 
the southwest corner of Broadway and Third Street in Downtown Los Angeles. Constructed in 
1918 as a movie theater and office space, the property was designed by master architect Albert 
C. Martin (1879-1960) in the Churrigueresque architectural style. The Million Dollar Theater was 
initially owned and operated by showman and entrepreneur Sid Grauman (1879-1950), and 
later became an important site for the Latino performing arts community in Los Angeles. The 
office portion of the building housed the Southern California Edison Company until 1931, and 
the Metropolitan Water District (MWD) leased office space between 1928 and 1963. In 1994, 
the office spaces were converted to apartment units.

Rectangular in plan, the subject property is of concrete construction with brick and terracotta 
cladding. The property has three distinct volumes: the eastern portion is 12 stories in height and 
comprises the office tower (now apartments), the center volume is four stories in height and 
houses the auditorium, and the westernmost portion, which houses the stage, is six stories in 
height. The rooflines of the eastern and western portions are flat with raised parapets, apart 
from the north corner of the eastern portion, which has an elevator penthouse capped by a 
dome. The center volume has a gabled roof. The building’s primary, east-facing elevation is
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symmetrically composed of five bays. The entrance to the theater on the ground floor is 
centered under a monumental terra cotta arch that extends to the second story and features 
elaborate Churrigueresque ornamentation. There are two storefront entrances on either side of 
the theater vestibule that consist of a centered pair of doors with a transom flanked by two 
storefront windows with bulkheads. Above each storefront is a large arched opening that 
extends to the second story. A projecting terra cotta stringcourse visually separates the 
elaborate base of the building from the tower, which is clad in brick and has terra cotta quoins 
with undulating detailing at its corners. Fenestration consists of fixed wood windows with 
casement side panels, multi-lite fixed wood windows, and single-lite double-hung wood 
windows. Interior features include a theater lobby with a pressed tin ceiling and shallow niches, 
hardwood floors, large Corinthian columns, a dentiled cornice, ashlar-patterned walls, and an 
intricate coffered ceiling that features motifs such as rosettes and starbursts.

As Downtown Los Angeles developed its commercial identity in the 1910s and 1920s, 
Broadway became the city’s premiere retail and entertainment district, lined with a bustle of 
department stores, variety stores, and more than a dozen palatial and architecturally diverse 
movie theaters. The concentration of theaters along Broadway offered both live performances 
such as vaudeville and motion picture screenings, and also served as the primary location for 
glamourous movie premieres for the burgeoning film industry before its epicenter shifted to 
Hollywood. Throughout the 1940s, the Million Dollar Theater was known for its jazz and big- 
band shows, and in 1950, the theater was leased to show Mexican vaudeville acts and Spanish- 
language films. The theater continued to be a venue for the Latino performing arts community 
until it was sold in 1989.

Born in Illinois in 1879, Albert C. Martin relocated to Los Angeles in 1904 after earning a degree 
in architectural engineering from the University of Illinois. The Million Dollar Theater Building 
was Martin’s first major commission in the city. Some of his well-known works in the Los 
Angeles area include the Higgins Building (1910, HCM #873), St. Vincent de Paul Church 
(1925, HCM #90), and the May Company Wilshire (1939, HCM #566). Martin founded the 
architectural firm of AC Martin & Associates in 1906 and it remains in business today. Martin 
died in Los Angeles in 1960 at age 80.

Sid Grauman was born in Indianapolis, Indiana in 1879. In his early life, Grauman traveled with 
his father to various mining colonies in places such as Alaska making attempts to earn money 
through giving performances or selling goods to gold miners. The pair later relocated to San 
Francisco, where they opened the Unique Theater and the Lyceum. Grauman went on to 
expand his and his father’s theater chain to San Jose, Stockton, Sacramento and New York. 
After moving to Los Angeles in the 1910’s, Grauman was hired by Homer Laughlin to open and 
manage the Million Dollar Theater. Although his career in Los Angeles began downtown, 
Grauman is best known for his whimsical theaters in Hollywood, including the Egyptian Theater 
(1922) and the Chinese Theater (1927). Sid Grauman died in Los Angeles in 1950 at age 70.

The subject property has undergone several alterations over the years that include: the 
installation of a new steel and place glass ticket booth in 1927; the installation of a new steel 
and cast iron marquee in 1929; interior remodeling of the fifth through eleventh floors in 1931; 
the addition of new signage and the installation of a new ticket booth in 1939; an alteration to 
the parapet in 1951; the conversion of the basement into a restaurant in 1991; and interior 
rehabilitation and remodeling in 1994.

The subject property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places and California Register 
of Historical Resources both individually and as a Contributor to the Broadway Theatre and 
Commercial District.
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DISCUSSION

The Million Dollar Theater Building meets three of the Historic-Cultural Monument criteria.

The subject property “exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or 
social history of the nation, state, city or community” for its association with the development of 
the Broadway commercial district and for its association with the history of Latinos in the 
performing arts. During the 1910s and 1920s, several of the major thoroughfares downtown 
developed distinct “identities.” Broadway became the city’s premiere retail and entertainment 
district, and was lined with department stores, variety stores, and more than a dozen palatial 
and architecturally diverse movie theaters. As Los Angeles continued to grow in size and 
reputation throughout the early 20th century, the concentration of theaters on Broadway became 
a hub of economic activity and an important source of entertainment for the city’s residents. The 
theaters also served as the primary location for movie premieres for the burgeoning film industry 
before its epicenter shifted to Hollywood.

In the second half of the 20th century, the Million Dollar Theater became a center for Latino and 
Spanish-language entertainment, showcasing top performers from countries such as Spain, 
Mexico, and Cuba that included Dolores del Rio, Lucho Gatica, and Maria Felix. The theater 
programmers at this time provided a variety of high quality entertainment for an underserved 
niche of the market through their live entertainment and television programs.

The subject property also “is associated with the lives of historic personages important to nation, 
state, city, or local history” for its association with the life of entrepreneur and film producer Sid 
Grauman. In the 1910s, Grauman relocated to Los Angeles, sensing the chance for success in 
the rapidly growing city. Management of the Million Dollar Theater was Grauman’s first project in 
Los Angeles. After the success of the theater, Grauman applied his approach of incorporating 
live performances into film screenings at other projects, including the Rialto Theater and the 
Metropolitan Theater. The Million Dollar Theater represents the beginning of Grauman’s 
illustrious career in Los Angeles.

Furthermore, the subject property “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, 
period, or method of construction” as an excellent example of the Churrigueresque architectural 
style. The Churrigueresque style is a variation of the Spanish Colonial Revival style that made 
its first Southern California appearance at the 1915 Panama California Exposition through the 
work of Bertram Grosvenor Goodhue. The stucco cladding, wrought iron and clay tile accents, 
and high level of ornamentation, including towers, arches, niches, broken pediments, volutes, 
and deep-relief sculptures and carvings, seen on the exterior and interior of the Million Dollar 
Theater Building are all reflective of the style. Other distinguishing features include arched 
openings and undecorated expanses of wall surfaces.

The Million Dollar Theater Building is highly intact and retains a high level of integrity of location, 
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions 
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the 
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory 
process involves procedures for protection of the environment."
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State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, 
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for 
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings."

The designation of the Million Dollar Theater Building as an Historic-Cultural Monument in 
accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) 
will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in 
accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent 
significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set 
forth in the LAAC. Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the 
historic significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible 
alterations and new construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space. 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the 
LAAC and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which 
will ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment 
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural 
Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and 
reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.

Categorical Exemption ENV-2019-245-CE was prepared on March 26, 2019.

BACKGROUND

On February 7, 2019, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the property under 
consideration. On March 21, 2019, the Commission visited the property, accompanied by staff 
from the Office of Historic Resources.


