
Google Groups

Hollywood and Gower Project (Council File: 19-0571 19-0571-S1)

Mary Holmes <maryholmes9@icloud.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Aug 3, 2019 1:34 AM

Sergio Ibarra, City Planner
Los Angeles Department of City Planning
Major Projects Unit
221 N. Figueroa Street, Suite 1350
Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Mr. Ibarra,

Please do not infringe on this iconographic treasure. Stunting ingress/egress for events in the areas

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:maryholmes9@icloud.com
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Hollywood and Gower Project (Council File: 19-0571 19-0571-S1)

Wendy Smith <wwheelersmith@gmail.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Aug 3, 2019 7:03 AM

Sergio Ibarra, City Planner
Los Angeles Department of City Planning
Major Projects Unit
221 N. Figueroa Street, Suite 1350
Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Mr. Ibarra,

I am very concerned about the easement issues that are facing the Fonda Theater in Hollywood. As I 
understand it, there is a new apartment building going up next to the Fonda which could potentially block 
access to the theater’s loading docks. While I understand an easement has been offered, I also understand 
that there is a time limit on what is being offered which at some point will jeopardize the theater’s ability to 
function as it currently does. If we look to the current situation in Hong Kong we can see that temporary 
agreements don’t often fair well for the inhabitants forced to renegotiate in the future.

I have attended concerts at the Fonda since 1994 when I moved to Los Angeles. I lived in Hollywood on Wilton 
and then in Hightower for six years and it was a part of my life in LA. Since moving back to California I have 
attended numerous shows at the Fonda, more in fact than any other theater in all of Los Angeles. I remember 
Hollywood in the 90s...it was a lot grimier and seedier than I had ever expected coming from New York. There 
were the pom theaters and shops, gun shops, a ton of boarded up shops, fast food joints that served as waiting 
rooms for junkies and other folks that seemed to be really down on their luck, and then there were a few old 
hidden gems strewn amongst it all. In the pre-Kodak Theater days there was the Room on Cahuenga as the 
new spot, then came the new Michelle Lamy’s joint just south of Hollywood, of course there was Musso & 
Franks, the Frolic Room was still in its beautiful state of decay, and then there was The Fonda.

Those few new spots showed people really trying at a time when there was no will to clean up the 
neighborhood. The fantastic old joints on Hollywood Blvd had not only managed to survive but thrive bringing 
much needed business to Hollywood. While all these venues are great I believe that the Fonda in particular is 
a gem for many reasons. As a music venue it is an amazing size at 1,200 capacity and it has consistently 
attracted top groups from around the world. Yes you have the Wiltern, and the El Rey, but those are far away, 
the Fonda is it for Hollywood. The historic value of the theater is not to be overlooked. At almost 100 years 
old the theater has not only survived but thrived. Hollywood as you well know is notorious for erasing its 
history, but don’t we know better than that now?

I know that no one is talking about tearing down the Fonda but creating any uncertainty about the longterm 
future of the loading docks and the back alley will essentially shut down the Fonda as a music venue. As I am 
sure you know, venues book far out in advance, they require large productions with many peopled equipment 
that needs to be efficiently handled, if there is any question about the viability of a venue to handle the needs of 
its artists, the venue will die.

The Fonda has held it down for Hollywood when it wasn’t in such great shape, why can’t the city hold it down 
for the Fonda now when it needs very basic help to continue what it has been doing for decades.

Thank you,

Wendy W. Smith 
917.658.3405
wwheelersmith@gmail.com
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