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In June, the representatives of the Neighborhood Council
Sustainability Alliance voted to oppose Councilmember
Blumenfield’s motion to expand Fire District 1 (in Council File
19-0603). The Department of Building and Safety’s report was
not supportive, for many of the concerns raised by members of our
network. Our concerns include: • We do not understand how this
would help us address wildfires, and experts such as the
Department of Building and Safety and local architecture firms
indicate this is not an effective way to prevent fire. • We are
concerned this would drive up housing costs. • Greenhouse gas
emissions from cement represent eight percent of worldwide
greenhouse gas emissions, and this motion would use more
concrete (and thus more cement) at a time when cities worldwide
are working hard to move in the opposite direction. • We are
concerned with reports that the concrete lobby is behind this
effort, given that Build With Strength, a self-described “coalition
of the national ready mixed concrete association” has met with
multiple council offices to promote the bill.

June 25, 2021

Dear City Council:
In June, the representatives of the Neighborhood Council Sustainability Alliance voted to oppose
Councilmember Blumenfield’s motion to expand Fire District 1 (in Council File 19-0603).
The Department of Building and Safety’s report was not supportive, for many of the concerns raised by
members of our network.
Our concerns include:
• We do not understand how this would help us address wildfires, and experts such as the
Department of Building and Safety and local architecture firms indicate this is not an effective
way to prevent fire.
• We are concerned this would drive up housing costs.
• Greenhouse gas emissions from cement represent eight percent of worldwide greenhouse gas
emissions, and this motion would use more concrete (and thus more cement) at a time when
cities worldwide are working hard to move in the opposite direction.
• We are concerned with reports that the concrete lobby is behind this effort, given that Build
With Strength, a self-described “coalition of the national ready mixed concrete association” has
met with multiple council offices to promote the bill.

Thank you,

Lisa Hart
Steering Board Member

