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October 17, 2020 
 
Los Angeles City Council 
Los Angeles City Hall, Room 340 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 

RE: SUPPORT Council File 19-0646 
 October 20, 2020, Agenda Item 8 

 
Dear President Martinez and Honorable Councilmembers:  
  
Keep Neighborhoods First (KNF) is a grassroots community coalition of neighbors, tenants, and 
advocates who work together to solve the problems created by the proliferation of commercial 
short-term rentals in our neighborhoods and the resulting loss of affordable housing. KNF 
enthusiastically supports Council File 19-0646 and urges you to adopt the motion. 
 
As the motion’s recitals suggest, the continued use of Los Angeles’s long-term housing stock for 
temporary housing through both short-term rentals and longer-term corporate housing is having a 
catastrophic impact on housing affordability. KNF agrees that it is appropriate and necessary to 
collect additional information on impacts to the Los Angeles rental housing market due to 
corporate housing before making new policy in this area. We believe the evidence will clearly 
show that corporate housing generally, and specifically corporate housing located in rental units 
in buildings subject to the City’s Rent Stabilization Ordinance (“RSO”), where short-term rentals 
are specifically prohibited, creates significant harm in the housing rental market, because long-
term tenants are unable to compete with business travelers who are willing to pay higher prices 
for the same housing. 
 
We also agree that an interim control ordinance is needed to ensure rental units in buildings 
subject to the City’s Rent Stabilization Ordinance have no less than an initial 12-month lease. 
While this is clearly necessary during the period the City studies corporate housing impacts on 
the rental housing market, the City should consider making such a policy permanent. The ICO 
should be crafted with potential loopholes and workarounds in mind to ensure its efficacy. 
 
KNF thanks the Council for its attention to this matter, and urges you to adopt the motion. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Judith Roth Goldman, Ph.D. 
Co-Founder 
Keep Neighborhoods First 


