
HOMELESSNESS AND POVERTMOTION

There is a homelessness crisis in the City of Los Angeles, According to the 2019 Point-in-time Homeless 
Count, there are approximately 36,300 homeless individuals in the City of Los Angeles. In 2018, there were 2,145 
unsheltered individuals experiencing homelessness in Skid Row. To address this need, the City of Los Angeles 
has received $85 million in direct allocation from the State of California through the statewide Homeless 
Emergency Aid Program (HEAP) of which $20 million is allocated for Skid Row. The City Council adopted an 
$85 million proposed budget for funding eligible activities. Consistent with Council action (C.F. 18-0628) any 
HEAP funding request will be reviewed by the Homeless Strategy Committee and submitted to Council for 
approval.

Council District 14 has been working closely with the Mayor's Office to outline priorities for the one-time 
HEAP funding, which reflect the immediate needs in Skid Row while leveraging investments to have impact in 
focused areas. Among these strategies are the provision of basic health and hygiene facilities, such as bathrooms 
and showers and drinking water, which have been identified by service providers and community members as 
being high priority.

To address the needs in Skid Row in the Council District 14, Council should allocate HEAP funds to the 
activities described below:

• From the $20 million Capital and Operating Support for Short Term Housing Interventions, Capital for 
Permanent Housing, and Homeless Services in Skid Row Area of Los Angeles (Category 2) line item, 
allocate:

$1,600,000 for the Salvation Army to expand emergency housing for families at its Zahn Center 
located in Downtown LA;
$150,000 for The People Concern, through its Regional Coordination contract with Los Angeles 
Homeless Services Authority, to provide flexible "move-in" funding to facilitate housing 150 
people from Skid Row and from the A Bridge Home locations that serve the areas adjacent to Skid 
Row at El Puente and 1426 Paloma Street;
$700,000 for two years funding for shower access and a public bathroom at LA Mission that is 
attended 24 hours and 7 days a week; and
$307,081 to further expand the Pit Stop program so that the Automated Public Toilet outside of 
Gladys Park can operate 24 hours and 7 days a week.
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Sufficient funding is remaining in this category.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council instruct the City Administrative Officer (CAO) to submit to 
the Homeless Strategy Committee (HSC) for review a funding request for approximately $2.8 million to utilize 
State Homeless Emergency Aid (HEAP) funds for various programs in the Skid Row Area in Council District 14, 
as further detailed in the text of this Motion;

I FURTHER MOVE that the Council instruct the CAO to submit HSC’s recommendation to Council 
relative to the use of HEAP funds for the funding requests stated above.
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