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Re: Support for KIPP Philosophers at 10115 Grape St Los Angeles, CA 90002 

 

 

Los Angeles City Planning Commission 

200 N Spring Street  

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

Dear Los Angeles City Planning Commission: 

 

Increasing opportunities for high-quality public education and supporting our Watts students and families 

on their pathway to 100% graduation in the Los Angeles Unified School District, is of special importance 

to me.  

 

The involvement of the community in education is also a crucial factor for me. KIPP SoCal Public 

Schools has been proactively engaging the community for the past 15 years. Since 2012, KIPP 

Philosophers Academy (KPA) has been engaging the South LA community by providing high-quality 

instruction to over 300 students in 5th-8th grades. After nearly six years of operating on two separate 

campuses, KPA is now seeking to establish permanent roots in the Watts community. 

 

KIPP SoCal Public Schools has openly involved the Watts community in the conversation for a 

permanent space for KPA. Therefore, as a member of the Watts Neighborhood Council and Area 1 

representative, I support the unification of the current KIPP Philosophers Academy split campuses into 

one permanent facility within our community, which will be located at 10115 Grape St, Los Angeles, CA 

90002. The new location will be within my jurisdiction and will meet the school's and students' needs for 

the long term. 

 

Students and teachers need stable learning environments, and the lack of a permanent location can be 

stressful and disruptive for school staff, students, and families. By uniting the two halves of the school 

onto one campus, the school can continue to deliver on the promise to aid students and help local Watts 

students successfully reach their highest potential.  

 

The Watts Neighborhood Council has held meetings with KIPP SoCal Public Schools to ensure that 

community input has been implemented into the construction of the new KPA school-site. The school is 

committed to celebrating the richness of the Watts community by partnering with various community-

based organizations to ensure that students will have a better self-identity and give back to their 

community.  

 

KIPP Philosophers Academy is an integral part of the rich South LA community and by approving the 

motion, it will enable the school to unite its campuses. You will be approving not only an excellent public 

school, but also a great neighbor and advocate for the community that will help us move closer to 100% 

graduation in the Los Angeles Unified School District. The Watts community looks forward to a fruitful 

collaboration with KIPP SoCal Public Schools to ensure the success of the students.  

 

In the spirit of hope, 

Mac Shorty 


