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August 12, 2019

TO: Christy Wong
Assistant CEQA Project Manager

RE: LAUSD Office of Environmental Health and Safety comments for construction of a 
new charter middle school;

Please see a response to comments below:

Air Quality

With regards to air quality, the project is required to comply with existing rules that regulate 
construction activities. The project will be subject to SCAQMD Rule 403 regarding fugitive dust. 
Rule 1403 applies with regards to asbestos and lead paint abatement. The project will require 
8,100 cubic yards of dirt to be removed to accommodate the construction of a subterranean 
parking structure. According to the Air Quality Study conducted by Sirius Environmental, no 
significant air quality impacts are anticipated as a result of the construction and operation of the 
proposed charter middle school. The analysis of daily construction and operational emissions 
was prepared using the California Emissions Estimator Model (CalEEMod 2016.3.2) 
recommended by the SCAQMD. The model determined that no criterial pollutants exceeded 
SCAQMD thresholds. In addition, localized emissions generated by the project were found to not 
exceed SCAQMD’s Localized Significance Thresholds (LSTs). Therefore, based on substantive 
evidence, the project will not result in any significant air quality impacts.

Noise

With regards to noise, the applicant’s contractor has confirmed that the project will not utilize pile 
driving during construction. The applicant will also coordinate with the nearby LAUSD facilities to 
minimize impacts during demolition and construction. The project will comply with the City’s Noise 
Ordinance, including limited construction hours, and will employ sound dampening equipment 
and other construction management best practices to reduce noise generated by construction to 
the greatest extent feasible.

Traffic/Transportation

With regards to traffic and transportation, the letter requests that LAUSD’s Transportation Branch 
be contacted regarding potential project impacts on existing school bus routes and to consider 
pedestrian safety during construction. Per the DOT Memo dated December 17, 2018, the project 
is required to submit a work site traffic control plan to DOT’s Citywide Temporary Traffic Control 
Office for review and approval prior to the start of any construction work. During that review period, 
LADOT will coordinate with LAUSD’s Transportation Branch to formulate a work site traffic control
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plan that accounts for proximity to LAUSD facilities. The work site traffic control plan shows the 
location of any roadway or sidewalk closures, traffic detours, haul routes, hours of operation, 
protective devices, warning signs, and access to abutting properties. DOT also recommends that 
construction traffic be restricted to off-peak hours.

A traffic study for was conducted and reviewed by the Department of Transportation. The project 
was estimated to generate a net increase of 1,079 daily trips, a net increase of 348 a.m. peak 
hour trips, and a net increase of 4 p.m. peak hour trips. The trip generation rates were based on 
formulas published by the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Trip Generation, 10th 
edition. 13 signalized intersections were studied in addition to three non-signalized intersections. 
In a letter dated December 17, 2018, the Department of Transportation determined that the project 
will result in no significant impacts to studied intersections. Therefore, based on substantive 
evidence, the project will not result in any significant traffic impacts.

Nevertheless, it would be beneficial for the project to consult with neighboring properties so as to 
minimize impacts to the greatest extent feasible. The Planning Department will recommend that 
the following Condition of Approval be added to the project:

A construction work site traffic control plan shall be submitted to DOTS Citywide 
Temporary Traffic Control Office and LAUSD’s Transportation Branch for review and 
approval prior to the start of any construction work. The plan should show the location of 
any roadway or sidewalk closures, traffic detours, haul routes, hours of operation, 
protective devices, warning signs and access to abutting properties.

Sincerely,

VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of Planning

NICHOLAS HENDRICKS 
Senior City Planner
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