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MOTION

Property crimes account for a large number of calls to the Police Department, and require 
significant use of police resources. Electrified security fence systems have been used for decades 
as an effective crime and theft deterrent technology throughout the country. Fundamentally, this 
type of security technology is a monitored, intrusion alarm system, which also includes an 
electrified fence component as an additional deterrent. This technology has proven to reduce 
crime when it is employed on industrial and commercial properties and frees up police resources 
to be deployed to other needs.

Certain measures must be taken to ensure public safety and minimize accidental 
exposure. Electrified security fences are only built and operated inside a non-elcctrificd fence or 
wall and always have ample warning signs posted in several languages.

The City’s Municipal Code is currently silent regarding the installation of such security 
systems. In 2015, California enacted SB 852 (Hall) to add Section 835 to the Civil Code and 
allow the construction and use of low voltage electric security fences under certain conditions. 
One of those conditions is that electrified security fences must be allowed under local ordinance.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council instruct the Department of Building and Safety, in 
consultation with the City Attorney, to prepare and present an ordinance to amend the Municipal 
Code to allow for the construction and use of low voltage electrified security fences in the City 
in compliance with State Regulations, subject to the following standards:

IEC Standard 60335, parts 2-76: Unless otherwise specified herein, electnc security 
fences shall be constructed or installed in conformance with the specifications set forth in 
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) Standard No. 60335-2-76.

1.

2. CA Civil Code Section 835: electrified security fence means any fence, other than an 
electrified fence described in Section 17151 of the Food and Agricultural Code.

The electrical components/configuration, of the low voltage security fencing system shall 
be approved by an Occupational Safety and Health Act (OSHA) Nationally Recognized 
Testing Laboratory (NRTL).

3.

No low voltage security fence shall be installed or used unless it is completely 
surrounded by a non-electrified perimeter fence or wall that is not less than six feet and 
include at minimum the following safety precautions:

Any opening in the perimeter fence or wall that is less than or equal to 
three (3) inches shall require a minimum twelve (12) inch setback for the 
Electrified Security Fence.
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(a)

Any opening in the perimeter Protective Barrier that is greater than three 
(3) inches shall require an approved mesh or equivalent material, with 
openings not to exceed three (3) inches.

(b)
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5. Low voltage electric security fences shall be permitted only on individual properties that 
are not zoned for residential use, including areas with mixed commercial-residential 
uses.

Low voltage security fences are only allowed to be installed with a low voltage permit 
issued under the requirements of the applicable electrical or building codes.

Emergency Access: A Knox Box or others similar approved devices will be provided as 
a means to disconnect the low voltage security system fence. The disconnect device shall 
be located outside the primary drive gate entrance of the property and shall not be 
obscured in any manner from the street/driveway access;

6.

7.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Department of Building and Safety be instructed to 
include low voltage security fences that meet the abovementioned standards on its list of 
approved products for use in the City
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