
HOUSING
MOTION

Los Angeles today is facing an era-defining housing crisis combined with a rising 
population of homeless persons across the City.

Lack of available affordable housing is one of many contributing factors to this crisis of 
homelessness. Yet thousands of residential properties in the City of Los Angeles are in 
abatement and not fully occupied due to various states of disrepair. The Department of Building 
and Safety has identified more than 650 of these properties as totally abandoned or 
uninhabitable.

California Health & Safety Code Section 17980.6 (and other local and state statutes) 
empowers the City of Los Angeles to seek a Court Appointed Receiver (Receiver) to repair and 
remediate all sub-standard conditions at these properties to make them compliant with (1) State 
Building Standards Code; (2) the Municipal Code and other local building standards; and (3) the 
Health & Safety Code. With compliance these properties will be brought back “on-line” and 
available for housing.

Further, the Receiver by working with the City, can establish protocols that will assist 
those people in the most need to live at these newly restored properties. Such rehabilitation will 
improve neighborhoods, remove blight, lower crime and beautify the City of Los Angeles.

From a fiscal perspective, the law authorizes a Receiver (1) to borrow funds from 
independent private-sector sources to complete repairs and pay for costs of administration; and 
(2) to obtain reimbursement for all costs expended by the Receiver and the City of Los Angeles.

The City of Los Angeles should take every action available to it to solve this crisis and by 
rehabilitating blighted properties additional housing can quickly become available.

I THEREFORE MOVE, that the City Attorney with the assistance of the Department of 
Building and Safety be requested to report with recommendations for establishing a substandard 
housing remediation program to apply to the Court to appoint a Receiver to exercise those 
remediation powers available to it pursuant to the Health & Safety Code (Section 17980, et seq.) 
and the Code of Civil Procedure for all properties that are in abatement or in violation of the 
Health & Safety Code. The program should authorize the City Attorney, through a Request for 
Qualification (RFQ) or sole source process as allowed by law, to identify a Receiver that has 
private-sector financing support, to undertake this project and assist the City in addressing its 
housing needs. The report should also identify additional City staffing needs which may be 
needed to administer this program.
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