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June 30, 2020 
 
Los Angeles City Council 
Los Angeles City Hall 
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Re: Item #34 - Permanent Local Housing Allocation Plan Program 
 
Dear Councilmembers, 
 
The undersigned organizations are writing to express our concern regarding the proposed            
allocation of $26 million in funding from the state’s Permanent Local Housing Allocation Plan              
Program. 

Our organizations strongly support efforts to expand and preserve affordable housing, and            
we share your concern about Angelenos impacted by COVID-19 who are struggling to stay              
in their homes. As such, we are glad to see that the majority of the PLHA funding would                  
finance affordable housing construction and preservation, as well as eviction prevention           
rental assistance. 

However, the proposed allocation would also provide $5 million in funding for the             
Moderate-Income Purchase Assistance (MIPA) program, which assists first-time        
homebuyers with moderate incomes with mortgage down payments. While helping          
moderate-income households achieve homeownership is a worthy goal, there is a far            
greater need to prioritize assistance to lower-income households that are struggling to find             
and remain in stable affordable housing. 

Additionally, funding MIPA will help relatively few households. As HCID's own report states,             
$5 million only funds down payments for 87 households/year. But reallocating that funding             
to affordable housing construction could help finance 50 homes/year1. Reallocating $5           
million to eviction prevention rental assistance could assist 1,500-2,000 families/year2.  

We urge you to reallocate the proposed $5 million in MIPA funding to instead support               
affordable housing construction, preservation, and rental assistance. This would help renters           
in need and ensure that much-needed affordable housing production continues.  

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

1. Assuming a cost of $500,000/home and that the City's capital can be leveraged by nonprofits at a 4.5:1 ratio 
2. Assuming each family receives $2,500-3,500. 

http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2019/19-0685_rpt_HCI_06-03-2020.pdf
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2019/19-0685_rpt_HCI_06-03-2020.pdf
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2019/19-0685_rpt_HCI_06-03-2020.pdf


 

 

 
 

Anthony Dedousis 
Director of Policy and Research 
Abundant Housing LA 

 

Belinda Campos Bresnahan, MPH 
Program Manager 
Public Health Advocates  

 

  

  

  

 


