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Councilmember 
Joe Buscaino 

Fifteenth District

August 20, 2018

Bureau of Engineering 
Harbor District Office 
638 Beacon Street, Suite 402 
San Pedro CA, 90731

The Harbor Gateway South Neighborhood in the City of Los Angeles is a community which lies 
within the 15th Council District that I represent. This community has had issues with gang activity 
and crime over the last several decades. While the general trend has been in the reduction of 
crime there have been trouble spots throughout the neighborhood. One of these trouble spots is 
the unimproved right of way on W. 212th street directly behind 21156 Harvard Bl.

The residents of Harvard Boulevard are requesting that West 212th st at Harvard Boulevard be 
closed to local traffic. West 212th St, is already partially closed, South of Harvard Blvd is 
presently a dead end driveway.The Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) reports that this 
secluded terminus currently provides a location for criminal activity including: drinking, drug use, 
sex in public, and illegal dumping. The LAPD reports limiting access to the street will greatly 
reduce criminal activity and the associated calls for service, as well as provide a safer 
environment in the immediate area. Pursuant to California State Vehicle Code Section 21101.4, 
the City can authorize a temporary closure of public streets, alleys and walkways to mitigate 
criminal activity.

I am requesting that the Bureau of Engineering, with the assistance of the City Attorney, 
Planning Department, Department of Transportation, and Bureau of Sanitation to review the 
feasibility of closing West 212th st at Harvard Boulevard, to local traffic.

If you have any questions regarding this matter please contact my staff Aksel Palacios 
(aksel.palacios@lacity.org) at (323) 568-2083. I appreciate your commitment and dedication to 
the Harbor Gateway South Community, and look forward to working you.

Sincerely,

JOE BUSCAINO
Councilmember, 15th District
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