
IMMIGRANT AFFAIRS, CIVIL RIGHTS AND EQUITYMOTION

Los Angeles is home to the largest concentrations of Central American individuals from outside 
of their respective countries. Coupled with inhumane actions from the previous presidential 
administration, a sudden spike in migration led to thousands awaiting asylum hearings at the 
southern US border, with some eventually finding their way to cities and towns nationwide. In 
2019, the Council adopted motion O'Farrell-Wesson (CF: 19-0777), directing the Housing and 
Community investment Department (HCID) to report on the shelter and housing needs facing 
unaccompanied minors in the City that have been held in custody through the Office of Refugee 
Resettlement (ORR).

On January 13, 2020, HCID issued a report which outlined a recommendation to award a sole 
source contract to the Salvadoran-American Leadership and Education Fund (SALEF), due to 
the specific expertise required to effectuate the intent of the City. The SALEF pilot program is 
aimed at keeping transition aged youth, defined as between the ages of 16-24 years old, who 
have been processed through the Office of Refugee Resettlement

The Office of Refugee Resettlement states that approximately 90% of arriving unaccompanied 
minors have someone in the United States that they could connect with, including direct family, 
a relative or close friends. The recent opening of two Emergency Intake Centers (EIC) in Los 
Angeles County at the Pomona Fairplex and Long Beach, in coordination with Los Angeles 
County Behavioral and Mental Health Departments to provide social services, demonstrates the 
need for wrap-around services as family reunification takes place.

The Housing and Community Investment Department, in coordination with Los Angeles County 
and service partners, should provide an updated report with recommendations to further assist 
transition aged youth (TAY) processed through the Office of Refugee Resettlement.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council INSTRUCT the Housing and Community Investment 
Department, with the assistance of the City Administrative Officer and Chief Legislative 
Analyst, to report on the City’s Unaccompanied Minors Pilot Program (CF: 19-0777 
Motion O'Farrell-Wesson), with recommendations to expand opportunities for collaboration and 
program scope, including budgetary needs.

I FURTHER MOVE to REQUEST that the Los Angeles County Office of Immigrant Affairs 
present to the City Council regarding Countywide strategies to assist unaccompanied minors in 
the City of Los Angeles, including available resources and programs, gaps in capacity and 
recommendations for strengthening coordination of services for this population.
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