
Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Nancy Weeks
Date Submitted: 10/29/2019 07:50 PM
Council File No: 19-0794 
Comments for Public Posting:  Please do not rezone the golf course. 



Case No. VTT-69976-1A.         
CEQA No.: ENV-2007-3083-EIR SCH. No. 200712102 
CFNumber 19-0794 

          Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone 
       + High Wind Velocity Area  
       + Wildland-Urban Interface  
       = Recipe for Disaster 

We, the local residents in Tujunga, Sunland, Verdugo City, La 
Crescenta and Glendale, are very concerned with the fire hazards and 
traffic impediments to the two 2-lane public roads that will be caused 
by the planned development’s extremely high number of houses and 
their close proximity. This area is subject to high winds already, 
causing fires to spread up and down the mountains and across the 
freeway. You need to consider the frequency and likelihood of fires in 
the communities already depending on those roads as the sole exits 
and entrances to homes already there. The freeway has been closed 
in response to brush and wild fires both last year and this year, and 
the involved roads, including La Tuna Canyon and Tujunga Canyon 
Blvd (and Foothill Blvd) have been used for staging emergency 
vehicles, as well as being totally clogged during evacuations of 
current residents nearby and along these two-lane roads; definite 
cases of gridlock in both arriving and departing vehicles, a very 
unsafe condition which is becoming much more likely to occur, what 
with climate changes happening already.  

The golf course is also a watershed for the surrounding 
mountainsides, including the residences above the locale in the 
Crystal View subdivision. As such, the open area is needed for the 



recharging of the Verdugo Aquifer, and not only is the golf course 
area (with the existing oak grove) both a funnel and sponge for water 
from storms and flooding, but it also has a stream as a means of 
replenishment of that aquifer.  Construction above or through this oak 
grove, aquifer and stream would quite possibly contaminate the 
water, and/or be subject to sinkholes where the permeability of the 
soils has been destroyed by paving and construction.  
Just in the past two years, there has been flooding from storms that 
caused a cave-in of a drain running under the freeway onto La Tuna 
Canyon Road, necessitating road closures to fix the cave-in. 

In addition to the water table underlying it, the golf course is also 
home to a whole grove of healthy and Mature Oak trees, which are a 
keystone species of tree that over 40,000 other species rely upon, and 
the third-most fire-resistant species of tree found in Southern 
California. The removal of healthy, fire-retardant trees that are Not 
using any city water is a crime against the mandated protection (see 
ordinance below) of these oaks.  Also, this removal of 29 healthy and 
mature oak trees out of a grove of approximately 57 trees would 
sicken the remainder of them, due to the below-ground intertwining 
and interdependence of roots in the entire grove of oaks.  
__________________________________________________ 
“Local Ordinances 
Los Angeles County has an oak tree ordinance in place that protects 
larger oak trees within county limits. 
Section 46.000 LAMC prohibits the removal of oak trees with trunks 
that are 8 inches in diameter, provided that the trees sit on 1 acre or 
more of land. A homeowner who owns property of at least 1 acre 
cannot legally remove oak trees. Los Angeles Ordinance 167.494 
protects any oak tree growing within half a mile of Mulholland Drive.” 
__________________________________________________ 
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Name: Nancy Weeks
Date Submitted: 10/29/2019 08:56 PM
Council File No: 19-0794 
Comments for Public Posting:  Please do not allow our golf course to be developed by Snowball

West Investments, the golf course will never be replaceable! 



 

Public Comment:    Re:  CFNumber=19-0794 

CaseNo.CPC-2007-3082-VZC-SPR-SPP;CaseNo.VTT-69976-1A 

For all of my 30+ years here in Los Angeles county, I have driven 

countless times along this stretch of the 210 freeway, and greatly 

appreciated this island of non-development known as the Verdugo Hills 

Golf Course with the looming and impressive mountains surrounding it 

to the west and south as being unspoiled, natural and beautiful.  It 

has been more than simply a “breath of fresh air” to me, closer to a 

welcome, scenic, marvelously natural segment of Los Angeles, in the 

midst of extremely developed areas like Glendale and the San Fernando 

Valley, even Pasadena. This swath of undeveloped land is a beautiful 

freeway corridor with rare natural views to be enjoyed by everyone 

who travels the 210 freeway there.  I’ve lived in Sunland now for 

over 25 years, and miss spending time at Verdugo Hills, where I 

golfed with friends dozens and dozens of times, enjoying the fresh 

air, the beautiful natural surrounds and native plantings on the golf 

course, and the expansive views in almost any direction from the 

crests on the golf course. I enjoyed the frequent sightings of 

bunnies, squirrels, occasional mule deer and coyotes, noted the 

rattlesnake warnings posted by the golf course management, and tried 

to identify various birds, including red-tailed hawks, sighted over 

the golf course. Coming from the Midwest, I am still impressed by 

this treasure in the rough, our golf course, always attractive and 

filled with flowering shrubs, many varied trees (including dozens of 

mature oaks), and even a spring (Vernal Spring, a major reason, along 

with the oak grove, that the area was a Tongva village), as well as 

hills, plateaus, valleys and paths of the course, and the amazing 

spread of mountains here along both sides of the freeway. This 

destruction of the golf course shouldn’t be allowed to happen, and 

the mature oak grove should be saved as it stands now. Once this area 

is destroyed for development, nothing can replace it within the local 

community. There just isn’t a comparable site.  

It really saddens me that this destruction of a beautiful natural 

area is simply to provide hundreds of cookie-cutter structures, 3 and 

4-bedroom 2-story houses, designed with minimum 1800 square feet, 

with the living space over the 2 car garages, which will be totally 

unaffordable for young families in Los Angeles county. These homes 

will be jammed together on very small lots, about ⅔ the size of the 
“small lots” described in zoning regs (project’s 2560 sq.ft vs 

zoning’s average of 3870 sq.ft), and squashed into less than half of 

the property, 27.7 acres, with 8 homes per acre, quite dense, and no 

 



 

room between lots, no room for even a street or sidewalk. Nothing of 

the natural land, not even a hill, an oak tree, rockmound, or 

plantings of roses, will remain, let alone be accessible to locals. 

The presented design does not fit at all into the local styles of 

houses either, a matter of protests already. Local single-family 

homes are mostly ranch-style or Spanish stucco, and mostly 

single-story in design. The design isolates these houses behind a 

fence or wall, on a couple of gated, small private streets that the 

current local residents wouldn’t be able to see or enjoy, or visit, 

what with no parking or access to the development, or even the 

undeveloped parts. There also will be a soundproofing wall bordering 

La Tuna Canyon Road to prevent the noise of the 210 freeway traffic 

from being too loud for residents, which will not only destroy the 

views from the freeway, but also effectively create an enclosed and 

isolated community, separated from all of the neighboring 

communities, a “bedroom community” without schools, stores, parks or 

churches, and no sidewalks as well, dictating many more trips out of 

the enclave by car. No buses run along either of the two roads 

bordering the property. The design will also encumber city services’ 

access, especially firemen and first responders, when any emergency 

comes up. It will also hinder evacuations if the need should arise, 

with forced funneling of cars via two private streets. Alternative 6a 

of the design does not provide any public access to the remaining 35 

acres of the property, with no parking or even footpath access to any 

of this supposed public space and natural hillsides. This design 

would effectively close off the entire open area (which could be a 

perfect nature park area), to any of the current residents and 

municipal services of our communities, including stopping access to 

the historical monument being dedicated to the Tuna Canyon Detention 

Station, which will be inaccessible, without parking or any pathway 

to get to it. The aesthetics of the whole area will be destroyed, and 

a walled-in, gated and foliage-surrounded complex of box-like 

two-story homes would never compare to the inviting, open-air nature 

of this golf course and its surroundings  for beauty and atmosphere. 

(By Nancy Weeks, resident of Sunland) 
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Name:
Date Submitted: 10/29/2019 09:29 PM
Council File No: 19-0794 
Comments for Public Posting:  This proposed rezone does not conform to our Community Plan.

The very first goal in our Community Plan is Safe Residential
Environment - this development proposed is extremely unsafe. -
now scientists are warning for strict zoning in Wildland-Urban
Interfaces due to intense fire risk (this project would endanger all
the surrounding neighbors) - higher density increases fire risk
(example mobile home parts) Zoned for 20 homes proposed 215
homes - higher density increases risk of evacuations (this project
would endanger all the surrounding neighbors) - increase vehicles
= More Traffic Accidents and Traffic Fatalities "Accidents do
happen, and with more people on the roads today than in recent
years, both driving and walking, they’re more likely to occur."
March 2019 Hartford Insurance 



 


