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Council File No: 19-0794 
Comments for Public Posting:  Here are my comments regarding the PLUM meeting for the

Verdugo hills golf course. Please do not approve this request! I've
lived in the area for the last 35 years and little by little this area
has become congested. The potential traffic jams, accidents and
the safety of our neighbor hood is really important to me and my
family. Please see letter attached. 



To all honorable PLUM committee members,  

Regarding Council file 19-0974 
SNOWBALL WEST INVESTMENTS, LP 
A.K.A. Verdugo Hills Golf Course Development 
6433 W. La Tuna Canyon Road 

   We, the residents of CD7 hereby officially and collectively request that you vote 
NO to the proposed zoning change by Snowball West Investments, and prevent 
this and any other future development of any housing or commercial project that 
exceeds the current zoning for the following reasons: 

1. Public safety concerns based on recent and inevitable future fire evacuation 
risks, as expressed by an overwhelming majority of residents. These are 
supported by first-hand community experiences with the 2017 La Tuna Wildfire, 
the many recent wildfires and evacuations here in the area and throughout 
California in similar areas, as well as empirical knowledge of the effects in 
Wildland-Urban Interface areas with regards to community safety hazards. In 
addition, we have newly acquired fire expert data gathered by the members and 
advocates of COMMUNITIES UNITED CD7. 

2. Environmental concerns based on data gathered by residents, arborists and the 
members and advocates of COMMUNITIES UNITED CD7, stating our objection to 
the destruction of State and City Protected Key Stone Species OAK trees and the 
thousands of species that rely on these trees for their survival. These established, 
drought tolerant and mature oak trees also provide climate protection, reducing 
pollutants and providing cleaner air. The property is located in a significant 
ecological area.  

3. Traffic safety concerns based on multiple traffic studies and observable Fire 
Evacuation dangers present before the addition of a potential 1,000 to 2,000 
supplemental vehicles, including visitors, delivery vehicles, accessory dwelling 
vehicles and vehicles that will be added to the canyon upon the completion of the 
approved Canyon Hills Development project of 223 homes near by. This will cause 
an enhanced evacuation hazard and a daily commute  congestion nightmare for 
area residents. Local knowledge is superior to academic studies which can be 
flawed and do not represent the actual situation in this area as experienced daily 
by residents and stakeholders. La Tuna Canyon Road, which is directly impacted, 
was reduced to single lanes after the developer’s studies were performed. The 
studies are no longer valid, nor are they representative of actual traffic 
experienced in emergency situations, like the La Tuna Fire. 



4. The loss of open space, recreational space and Equestrian property that is 
being eradicated by commercial developers intent on the gentrification and 
elimination of what has long been the community plan of our community's foothills 
and canyons. The proposed high density walled, gated small lot subdivision is an 
exercise in pure profitability, and is disconnected from, and not in harmony with, 
the community along La Tuna Canyon road. 

5. Concerns over the location of the proposed project being undisputedly located 
in a VERY HIGH FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY ZONE, VERY HIGH WIND 
VELOCITY AREA, EARTHQUAKE FAULT ZONE, WILDLAND URBAN 
INTERFACE,SIGNIFICANT ECOLOGICAL AREA and finally, on a NATURAL 
AQUIFER AND WATERSHED. 

6. Snowball West's purposeful dereliction of the property, having been repeatedly 
put on public notice about  the condition of the property, and allowing the property 
to become purposefully derelict by shutting down the Golf Course in 2016 and 
shutting off all irrigation, causing a number of extremely dangerous  conditions, 
including dead trees, heavy dry brush, vagrant incursions and dumping of 
flammable and other materials inside and along the property. 

   By refusing to maintain a safe condition of their property in a Very High Fire 
Hazard Severity Zone during fire season, allowing Fence breeches and hazardous 
dumping to continue up through November 2019, Snowball West has shown a 
complete disregard for the safety of our residents. This conduct has greatly 
endangered the area,  and has encouraged a nuisance, vagrants and blight. 
Therefore, we request that Snowball West should NOT be given the opportunity to 
cure their purposeful dereliction by being granted a zone change in order to cure 
their destruction of the site, refusal to secure and monitor the property and prevent 
the unsafe conditions it has experienced since 2016.  
   Based on stated and/or written opposition to this development by Mayor 
Garcetti, Councilwoman Rodriguez, Senator Portantino virtually all local residents 
(Supported by over 2,000 signatures), letters submitted to PLUM by many 
individuals and organizations, the Sunland-Tujunga Neighborhood Council, The 
Foothill Trails District Neighborhood Council and the Crescenta Valley Community 
Association, we are depending on you to do your due diligence and protect the 
residents of Los Angeles who have clearly and consistently spoken against this 
project on the record for twelve years. Please say NO to the re-zone request by 
Snowball West and give us a reason to continue our faith in city government, as 
fires burn through all of our communities, and homeowners are being dropped 
from their homeowners’ insurance policies. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 


