
Advocates for the Environment
A non-profit public-interest law firm 

and environmental advocacy organization

October 22,2019

Planning and Land Use Committee 
Los Angeles City Council

Via personal delivery and email to CityClerk@lacity.org

Re: Comments on project at 6433 La Tuna Canyon Road, Council File #19-0794, Item #6 
on Planning and Land Use Management Committee agenda for October 22, 2019

Dear PLUM Committee:

I write to comment on the 215-house project proposed to be built at 6433 La Tuna Canyon 
Road in Tujunga (the Project) on behalf of Advocates for the Environment, a public-interest law 
firm and advocacy organization. There are several defects in the Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR) which should be corrected before you approve the project, as outlined below.

Water Supply

The IPCC Climate Change 2014 Synthesis Report (IPCC 2014 Synthesis Report)1 
provides information on climate change that is relevant for analyzing water supply in this case. The 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is an organization of 195 government 
members, organized under the auspices of the United Nations to provide governments with 
scientific information that they can use in developing climate policies. The report shows that the 
impacts of climate change are becoming manifest throughout the world, and are more severe than 
previously thought. Thousands of experts and scientists from around the world contributed to the 
report (IPCC 2014 Synthesis Report, p. v) and it was 
IPCC (id. at p. viii).

We have already experienced approximately a 1°C rise in global average temperature since 
pre-industrial times. (IPCC 2014 Synthesis Report, p, 59.) If we do not drastically reduce 
greenhouse-gas (GHG) emissions, we could see a rise of an additional 4’C (7.2° Fahrenheit) in the 
average global mean temperature by the end of this century. (Ibid.) That same "representative 
pathway," RCP8.5
to result in an average temperature increase of 2'C by 2050 in addition to the 1°C rise we’ve

ratified by the government members of the

essentially a high-emission business-as-usual scenario (id. atp. 57)—is likely

1 Please include the IPCC 2014 Synthesis Report in the administrative record for this case. It is 
available online at
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/02/SYR AR5 FINAL full.pdf
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already experienced. (Id. at p, 59.) Water planning for Los Angeles County, and for the Project 
should extend out to at least 2050. Given the extreme-weather events caused by the current 1 ° C 
increase, including droughts, hurricanes, heat waves, Arctic melting, and rain inundations, a 3°C 
increase in the mean temperature will have catastrophic impacts everywhere, including Los 
Angeles. Such a large increase might be avoided through an effective worldwide mitigation effort, 
but such a temperture increase remains a strong possibility, and should be planned for.

The IPCC report shows that the increased temperatures and changed weather patterns 
likely to affect water supply by reducing precipitation and by increasing water demand. “Surface 
temperature is projected to rise over the 21st century under all assessed emissions scenarios. It is 
very likely that heat waves will occur more often and last longer...” (IPCC 2014 Synthesis Report 
p. 10.) "Impacts from recent climate-related extremes, such as heat waves, droughts, floods, 
cyclones and wildfires, reveal significant vulnerability and exposure of 
human systems to current climate variability (very high confidence). Impacts of such climate- 
related extremes include alteration of ecosystems, disruption of food production and water 
supply.... (Id. at p. 53 [emphasis added].) The report lists "multi-decade droughts" as a possible 
hazard resulting from climate change. (Id. at p. 36.) "Increases in the frequency or intensity of 
ecosystem disturbances such as droughts, wind-storms, fires and pest outbreaks have been detected 
in many parts of the world and in some cases are attributed to climate change." (Id. at p. 51 
[emphasis added].) In many mid-latitude and subtropical dry regions, mean precipitation will 
likely decrease. (Id, at p. 11.) Climate change over the 21st century is projected to reduce 
renewable surface water and groundwater resources in most dry subtropical regions (robust 
evidence, high agreement), intensifying competition for water among sectors (limited evidence, 
medium agreement). Los Angeles is in a dry, subtropical region. In presently dry regions, the 
frequency of droughts will likely increase by the end of the 21st century under RCP8.5 (medium 
confidence). (Id. at p, 69.) Table 2.3 lists key risks" from climate change, including "urban risks 
associated with water supply systems (high confidence)," (Id. at p. 71.)

The possibility of several degrees of temperature increase, lowering water availability and 
increasing water demand, was not taken into account in the planning documents on which the 
EIR's water-supply analysis was based. As a result, the EIR violates CEQA by failing to provide 
decision-makers and the public with an adequate analysis of the Project’s potential water-supply 
impacts.
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Wildfire Impacts
The Project will replace an essentially fire-proof golf course with a development containing 

215 houses, which will greatly increase the chances of a fire starting on the Project site and 
spreading to the surrounding areas. Given the large recent wildfires in the area this is a potentially 

was not, analyzed in the EIR.significant impact that should be, but
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Air Pollution Health Risk Assessment
The EIR claims that CEQA does not require a health risk assessment for air pollution 

because CEQA is concerned with the effects of the Project on the environment, and not with the 
effects of the environment on the Project. But the Project would, if approved, have significant air- 
quality impacts, and the EIR should analyze the health impacts of that pollution on sensitive 
receptors in the area, i.e. the people living and traveling through the area surrounding the Project.
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Greenhouse Gases

The EIR uses the "30% below business as usual” significance threshold i 
prohibited by the California Supreme Court in the Newhall Ranch case. (Center for Biological 
Diversity v. Department of Fish and Wildlife (2015) 62 Cal,4th 204.) In that case, the court held that 
the use of such a threshold is permissible, but, in order to use it, the City must provide substantial 
evidence that the Project’s 30% reduction correlates with a statewide reduction of that amount. In 
general, the project-level reductions must be greater than the reductions California is seeking to 
achieve statewide because new developments can incorporate the most advanced technology more 
effectively than retrofitting existing buildings. (Id. at p. 241-42.) The EIR's greenhouse gas 
analysis thus violates CEQA.

in a way that was

In addition to these CEQA violations, and other CEQA violations pointed out in comment 
letters in the record, there are many other reasons 
but the Project site is the wrong place to put it. It’s sprawl into open space, and open space is badly 
needed in the City. The Project would interfere with the cultural legacy of the La Tuna Cany 
Detention Station, which should be commemorated. The City has the discretion to deny the 
Project, and it should do so.

not to approve the Project. We need housing,

on

Sincerely,

Dean Wallraff, Attorney at Law 
Executive Director
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