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December 9, 2019 
 
VIA EMAIL clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org  
  
Planning and Land Use Management Committee 
Los Angeles City Council 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

Re: 6433 La Tuna Canyon Road Project 
Council File No. 19-0794 
December 10, 2019 PLUM Committee Meeting 
Support for Project Approval 

Dear PLUM Committee Members, 

This letter is to provide a professional fire safety recommendation as it relates to the approval 
for above project.  It is based in part on 38 years of service in the LAFD with positions that 
included Fire Captain, UFLAC Local #112 President, Assistant Chief for the San Fernando Valley, 
and Deputy Chief of Operations the Department 2nd in Command.  
 
This property is the vacated Verdugo Golf Course.  In its present condition the property 
presents a fire safety hazard in an already Very High Fire Safety Zone.  The site is covered with 
dense dried brush and has been the site on numerous occasions of illegal dumping and 
homeless encampments.  If a brush fire were to occur the property’s current condition would 
facilitate the rapid spread of fire to the surrounding homes. 
 
The requested Zone Change and project approval would provide several benefits from a fire 
safety standpoint to both the residents and the fire department.  The project has been 
established by the LAFD in accordance with similar projects as being within the Very High Fire 
Hazard Zone (VHFHSZ).  VHFHSZ requirements include but are not limited to: sprinkler systems 
for each home, non-combustible roof and building materials, ingress and egress roads able to 
accommodate heavy fire apparatus and major evacuation during emergency situations.   
 
In addition to the standard LAFD conditions this project provides two features that are not 
often available in similar areas throughout the San Fernando Valley and City.   
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First, this project includes a large Community Center.  In an emergency, community centers are 
used to “shelter in place” if the need for evacuation is immediate.  Also this community center 
will most certainly be used by the Fire Department for training and community outreach for 
residents to learn what to do in the event of an emergency.   
 
Second, this project proposes to build a permanent cache of firefighting foam to be readily 
available to firefighters for brush fires in this area.  Fire apparatus carry a limited amount of 
firefighting foam that is used up very quickly during initial firefighting operations. Additional 
foam has to be transported by stake bed trucks to large fires, presenting logistical challenges 
for Incident Commanders.  
 
Finally, this project is being proposed less than a ¼ mile from the 210 Freeway with access to 
both East and West bound lanes.  An emergency evacuation of this community would be rapid 
and straight forward for LAPD to execute. 
 
In conclusion, given the history of large brush fires in the area, it is understandable that 
residents would be concerned.  Based on the LAFD conditions, however, coupled with the 
additional features of the firefighting foam cache and the community center for sheltering in 
place, it is my consideration that the proposed project will provide a safer environment for both 
the existing and future residents of this great community.  
 
 
Andrew P. Fox 
LAFD Chief,  Retired 
 

 

 


