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RESOLUTION NO. 26810
WHEREAS, on recommendation of Management, there was presented for approval, updated
restriction of Jet Engine Run-Ups for Maintenance and Testing at Los Angeles International
Airport and Implementation of a Penalty Program, and transmittal of the draft ordinance, attached
hereto and made part hereof, to City Council for concurrence and approval for the purpose of
implementing a tiered penalty program for said restriction at the airport; and
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WHEREAS, by Resolution 5619, regulations were adopted to establish gate hold procedures and
to restrict jet engine run-up activity for maintenance or test purposes between the hours of 11 PM
and 6 AM at Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) to reduce noise. Said Resolution 5619 is
nearly fifty years old and includes obsolete procedures and noise measurement requirements the required gate hold procedures were applicable to older aircraft that had to start their engines
at the gate, which is no longer relevant, and the noise criteria for unmounted engine test cell
design requirements are outdated. A new updated policy is needed to ensure that restrictions on
jet engine run-ups for maintenance or testing addresses current operational procedures and to
ensure compliance by adding a penalty structure for any violations of said restrictions; and
WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA) and of the residents
living in the vicinity of LAX to reduce, to the extent possible, the noise created by jet aircraft
originating on the airport. Following are the restrictions to reduce said noise:
•

Maintenance or test running of jet engines not mounted on an Aircraft is prohibited unless
performed in a test cell of adequate design. Said cell shall meet noise level criteria at a
measurement distance of 250 feet from the center thereof as follows:
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•

Persons must obtain approval and instructions from the Airport Response Coordination
Center, or as determined by the General Manager of the Department of Airports of the City
(“General Manager”) or her designee, prior to performing Run-ups (as defined in the
ordinance) at any area of the Airport other than on approved leasehold Run-up Pads (as
defined in the ordinance).

•

As provided in the draft ordinance, the Run-up of mounted Aircraft (as defined in the
ordinance) engines for maintenance or test purposes in any area of the Airport, including on
both leased and non-leased areas, is prohibited between the hours of 2300-0600. The
General Manager, or her designee, may only grant waivers to this prohibition on engine Run
ups, on a case-by-case basis, upon notification that the run-up is necessary; and

WHEREAS, the attached draft ordinance proposes a penalty structure for violations of the engine
run-up restrictions noted above. The West Aircraft Maintenance Area (WAMA) Final
Environmental Impact Report included a penalty program as one of the approved mitigation
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measures in accordance with the WAMA Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP).
While this requirement to impose fines for violations of the engine run-up restriction applies only
to WAMA, the LAX jet engine run-up restriction applies airport-wide. Applying the penalty
program to airport-wide violations of the jet engine run-up restrictions, and not just at WAMA, will
ensure that said penalty program is fair, equitable and effective in encouraging all operators to
continue complying with the LAX restrictions, which are in place to reduce aircraft noise for
communities adjacent to the airport; and
WHEREAS, the penalty structure is based on a tiered penalty program whereby the amount of
financial penalty is progressively higher for each recurring violation, with a substantial increase in
penalty amounts for repeat violations that occur within a year of the first violation. Following is
the penalty amount for each violation:
Violation
First offense
Second offense within one year of first offense_
Third offense within one year of first offense
Fourth and/or subsequent offense within one year of first offense

Penalty
Letter of Admonishment
Up to $2000 fine
Up to $4000 fine
Up to $8,000 fine; and

WHEREAS, the attached draft ordinance would allow LAWA to establish a penalty structure for
aircraft operators who violate the run-up restriction at LAX, thereby complying with the relevant
MMRP requirement for WAMA; and
.
WHEREAS, adoption of an administrative decision or order enforcing or revoking the lease,
permit, license, certificate or other entitlement for use or enforcing the general rule, standard or
objective is administratively exempt from California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
requirements pursuant to Article III, Class 21 (2) of the Los Angeles City CEQA Guidelines; and
WHEREAS, actions taken on this item by the Board of Airport Commissioners will become final
pursuant to the provisions of Los Angeles City Charter Section 245 and 632(b), and pursuant to
the provisions of Los Angeles City Charter Section 250, with respect to the draft ordinance;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Airport Commissioners adopted the
Staff Report; determined that this action is categorically exempt from CEQA pursuant to Article III,
Class 21 (2) of the Los Angeles City CEQA Guidelines; approved rescission of Board Resolution
5619; further approved the policy to restrict jet engine run-ups for maintenance and testing at Los
Angeles International Airport; and recommend transmittal of the draft ordinance, to implement
penalties for violations of the jet engine run-up for maintenance and testing restriction, to City
Council for concurrence and approval.
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I hereby certify that this Resolution No. 26810
is true and correct, as adopted by the Board of
Airport Commissioners at its Regular Meeting
held on Thursday, July 18, 2019.
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