File No. 19-0839
ADMINISTRATIVE EXEMPTION, TRADE, TRAVEL, AND TOURISM COMMITTEE
REPORT, and ORDINANCE FIRST CONSIDERATION relative to regulating aircraft
operations and aircraft engine run-up noise at Los Angeles International Airport (LAX).
Recommendations for Council action, SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR:
1. ADOPT the determination by the Board of Airport Commissioners that the proposed action
is administratively exempt under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in
accordance with Article III, Class21 (2)ofthe Los Angeles City CEQA Guidelines.
2. APPROVE Resolution No. 26810 approved by the Board of Airport Commissioners on
July 18, 2019, implementing a tiered penalty program for the restriction of jet engine run
ups for maintenance and testing at LAX.
3. PRESENT and ADOPT the accompanying ORDINANCE dated September 5, 2019,
amending Section 171.01 and adding Section 171.08 to Chapter XVII of the Los Angeles
Municipal Code regulating aircraft operations and aircraft engine run-up noise, and
implementing a tiered penalty program for the restriction of jet engine run-ups for
maintenance and testing at LAX.
Fiscal I mpact Statement: The City Administrative Officer (CAO) reports that this action will not
impact the General Fund. LAWA indicates that there is no direct cost related to approval of the
proposed Ordinance and implementation of its provisions for aircraft operators and operations at
LAX's West Aircraft Maintenance Area and other areas of the airport. As a consequence, there
are no Departmental appropriations required. This action complies with LAWA's adopted
financial policies.
Community Impact Statement: None submitted.
SUMMARY
In a report to the Mayor dated August 1, 2019, the CAO states LAWA requests authority to
impose financial penalties on jet aircraft operators who violate run-up and testing noise
restrictions at LAX, and to comply with the West Aircraft Maintenance Area Final Environmental
Impact Report’s (EIR) Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program requirements. This proposal
rescinds a 1970 Board of Airport Commissioners' Resolution that contained obsolete
procedures and noise measurement requirements applicable to older aircraft and replaces it with
new Ordinance language and requirements.
The CAO reports that the LAX Airport Plan Compliance Report and the EIR for the West
Aircraft Maintenance Area (located near the southwest comer of the airport) call for noise
mitigation measures to be implemented to reduce jet aircraft engine run-up and testing
disturbances between the hours of 11:00 pm and 6:00 am, seven days a week. As part of the
compliance requirements, authority to develop and include a penalty process for violators was
provided. LAWA proposes to replace the current gate hold procedures with more far reaching
requirements, update the noise level criteria for testing of jet engines not mounted on aircraft, and
implement a tiered penalty program for violators of the engine noise restrictions airport-wide.

The CAO goes on to report that violators will be, after receipt of an initial written notification from
LAWA, subject to escalating civil penalties starting at $2,000 for a second violation within a year
and increasing to $8,000 for four or more violations within a year. LAWA's proposal includes a
waiver process that allows the Department to authorize aircraft engine run-ups at areas other than
those at the specified run-up pads.
On July 18, 2019, the Board of Airport Commissioners approved LAWA's request. The CAO
concurs with this action.
At its meeting held October 15, 2019, the Trade, Travel, and Tourism Committee recommended
that Council approve the accompanying Ordinance and related actions relative to regulating
aircraft operations and aircraft engine run-up noise at LAX, as recommended by the Board of
Airport Commissioners and the CAO.
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