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Re:
Historical-Cultural Monument Status.

In 1991, my former husband, Joseph Shalant, and I purchased the "Parry Residence” at 
14924 Camarosa Drive. After refurbishing and some remodeling, we took up residence 
in 1993.

With the intention of retaining the essence of the stately residence, the remodel was 
planned to change little of the exterior and to refurbish, rather than change, the main 
rooms of the interior. No further remodeling was done on the residence before Joseph 
Shalant sold it in 2017 to the present owners,

The exterior appearance of the residence is unchanged from the original construction 
on the front (north) and east sides, as can be seen from early and recent photographs. 
The original stone driveway is preserved.

Most of the original front courtyard wall was retained while creating a path to the stately 
entry door from Camarosa Drive. Stone and steps replaced the small and obscure 
entry gate on the driveway’s edge.

The tiled stairway and arches, a major feature on the rear or south side of the house, 
was retained. The stairway from the stone patio to the second floor master bedroom 
was preserved with its original wrought iron railings and arched structure below. The 
original rear stone patio was preserved.

Some exterior structural additions were made on the south and west sides of the house. 
A kitchen was added on the site of the original utility courtyard. An overhead trellis was 
added outside the dining room, with wood beams supported on stucco columns and 
beams. The swimming pool was relocated to the southwest side of the property, and a
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small spa with period style tiles. A new structure was added at the southwest portion of 
the lot and away from the house, for a cabana/gym and pool equipment. On the west 
side, a sitting room was added to the master bedroom.

No changes were made to the main interior rooms. Original coffered, stenciled, and 
open beam ceilings were preserved in the Living room, Sun room, Dining room, Entry 
hall, and stair landing on the second floor. The main stairway is original, as are the 
floors. After the 1993 earthquake, the fireplaces in the Dining room and Sun room and 
their shared chimney was restored.

The unusually tall wood framed and paned French doors in the Living room and Dining 
room lock in place with long metal rods when closed. They could not be easily replaced 
or repaired, but we found a craftsman who spent months restoring them.

The Family Room, which was a machine shop when we bought the house, was reverted 
back to its original function. Its finishes, exposed wood beam ceilings, and tiled floors 
were restored to original condition.

Changes made to the home were relatively minor, and were designed to bring the 
residence’s secondary spaces from a time of servants to a more self-sufficient present, 
with improved interior circulation and comfort to the family. The remodel was designed 
to ensure that any changes to secondary exterior elevations and secondary interior 
spaces would preserve the residence’s most significant features.

During the time we owned the house, we acted as stewards and guardians of this 
beautiful, historic, and architecturally significant house. I am pleased that it is being 
considered for HCM designation.

Frances Tibbits

Cc: Councilmember Mike Bonin (CD11) 
Planning Deputy Len Nguyen 
Bed of Roses Preservationists


