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Steve Parry <steve@salesproductivity.us> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 12, 2019 12:58 PM

Dear PLUM Committee Members,

I am writing in reference to my grandmother’s home on Camarosa Drive in Pacific Palisades to 
recommend it (The Parry House) for the Historic-Cultural Monument (HCM) Designation.

Agnus Stevenson Parry adopted my father in 1919, about 4 months after her husband died. She 
must have been one the first intentionally single mothers. According the Parry Family Bible, her 
husband, William Stephen Parry, was born in 1864 and married Agnus in 1892. So, in 1919, 
when she adopted my dad, she was in her 40’s. Quite a woman.

She left her home in Peoria, Il. to build the Parry Home in 1929, when my dad was only 10. Aerial 
photographs (1927-1931) show that this magnificent Monterey Revival property, which includes 
an impressive 90-year old 70-foot Deodar Cedar Tree, was one of the earliest significant homes 
in the Huntington Palisades. My grandmother’s home is a great representative of the time period 
and early history of the Huntington Palisades.

Renowned Los Angeles area architects Gable & Wyant designed the residence, which was 
featured in Architectural Digest (February 1932) and whose credits include National Registry 
structures and local landmarks.

She also built a home for her son and our family right next door to her in 1949: a classic white 
colonial. I spent my whole childhood in the neighborhood she created, next to her home and the 
wonderful climbing tree. I was too young when she died to know her well, but there is much 
family lore: about how huge Christmas lights adorned the tree between our homes during the 
holiday season, the creative businesses she owned in Santa Monica, her purchase of one of the
first TV sets to watch professional wrestling, and her 1st cousin Adlai Stevenson. Whenever he 
was on TV, running for office or in the UN, we always referred to him as "Cousin Adlai”.

When the Anderson’s bought the home, they brought a wonderful young family with them. My 
sisters and the Anderson’s son established a neighborhood newspaper, The Roseville Bee, which 
was published for some time. The lot next door was a community playground, with baseball, 
football and tag games. Their pool was also made available (although without any heat, it was a 
cold one!)
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Mrs. Roby Anderson (who had a great looking white Volvo sports car!) hosted fundraising 
activities on behalf of the Pacific Palisades Auxiliary of the Children’s Society, the Junior 
Philharmonic Society, as well as working alongside Mrs. Dorothy Buffum Chandler in the creation 
of the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion. She was a favorite of the street’s kids.
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The Parry Residence should be preserved for future generations as a record of the Huntington 
Palisades earliest residential examples.

But the home was more than that. It represents the strong sense of close community we had in 
the 50’s and 60’s. I left in 1971, but I suspect that warm and loving community character stayed 
much, much longer.

All the best,

Steve

Steve Parry

President

Sales Productivity Consultants

6327 Cole Court

Arvada, CO 80004

Phone: 303-568-1500

steve@salesproductivity. us 

www.salesproductivity.us
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Judy Soloski <jgsoloski@gmail.com> 
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Sep 16, 2019 7:19 PM

Dear PLUM Committee Members:

The Palisades was once a place of culture. German exiles Bertolt Brecht and Thomas Mass had homes there, As did Henry Miller and Vernon Duke. The Palisades 
was home to people of genius. And also geniality, which one found in Adam West, one of the first actors to play Batman.

There were once people here who made art, literature, music, and probably works that I don't know about. They lived in beautiful old houses which identify the Palisades as an area 
with a history.

The new Palisadians seem to largely make money, and don't seem to care about its history. I went to Palisades High in the early sixties, and lived there for twenty years, from about 
1985 to 2005. It broke my heart every time a beautiful house was torn down so something that went to the edges of the lot lines could be built.

Some things should not be monetized. I believe the history of an area is one of them.

Judy Soloski

https://groups.google.com/a/lacity.org/forum/print/msg/clerk.plumcommittee/yIeBl0AQ-a4/upOuWqGBBgAJ?ctz=5107096_84_88_104280_84_446940 1/1

https://groups.google.com/a/lacity.org/d/topic/clerk.plumcommittee/yIeBl0AQ-a4
mailto:jgsoloski@gmail.com
https://groups.google.com/a/lacity.org/d/forum/clerk.plumcommittee
https://groups.google.com/a/lacity.org/forum/print/msg/clerk.plumcommittee/yIeBl0AQ-a4/upOuWqGBBgAJ?ctz=5107096_84_88_104280_84_446940

