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CITY OF LOS ANGELES
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February 27, 2020

TO:

Honorable City Council

FROM:

Adel H. Hagekhalil, P.E., Director
Bureau of Street Services (StreetsLA)

SUBJECT:

PUBLIC WORKS, STREET SERVICES (STREETSLA) - REPORT BACK:
COUNCIL FILE 19-0901 - MULHOLLAND DRIVE_____________________

Mulholland Drive from Trinidad Rd to Saltillo Rd, which is located within Council District 3, is a
roadway with no engineered improvements such as structural pavement, drainage, curb and gutter,
etc. that satisfy Public Works standards. During summer months residents often complain of dust
and during the rainy season short sections of the road can become impassable for some vehicles
due to muddy conditions.
In response to Council action on Council File 19-0901, on January 23, 2020, Bureau of Street
Services (StreetsLA) conducted a field meeting with representatives of Council District 3, the
Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, and Bureau of Engineering. We discussed the community's
concerns about the muddy road during the rainy season and the dust issues during the dry season.
StreetsLA provided suggestions for possible treatments that may address these concerns, including
removing a layer of existing dirt and replacing it with decomposed granite with binder, and creating
a dirt swale to provide a dedicated path for the storm water, which would include other mitigation
measures such as riprap rocks and landscaping. The Conservancy representative indicated it would
be willing to maintain the new improvements. StreetsLA is open to having the Conservancy take
over maintenance.
StreetsLA estimates a preliminary total project cost for the proposed treatments of approximately
$498,000.
StreetsLA continues to perform preliminary engineering studies and investigations such as sub
structure research, storm water analysis, soil binder and landscaping options. Should the project
be funded to move forward, design could take 3-6 months depending on the final scope. Pending
availability of funding, StreetsLA can explore a phased approach to the project scope.

Recommendation: StreetsLA recommends that Council instruct CAO to work with StreetsLA,
Council District 3, and other parties as needed, to identify funding for design and implementation
of improvements to the area of Mulholland Drive, commonly referred to as “Dirt Mulholland,” to
address muddy conditions, dust and long-term maintenance.
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