
RULES, SECTIONS i INTERGOVERNMENTAL REUHONS
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles is the most ethnically diverse population in the State of California, 
proudly home to over 3.5 million immigrants, representing over 130 countries, speaking over 200 
languages; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles is home to the nation's second largest Jewish community, over 
600,000 people representing 4.5% of the population, with two-thirds being immigrants from Israel, 
Iran, and the former Soviet Union; and

WHEREAS, Angelenos of all backgrounds should be able to connect with their culture and celebrate 
their heritage free from bias and bigotry; and

WHEREAS, the California Department of Education's Instructional Quality Commission has developed 
a draft of the nation's first statewide ethnic studies model curriculum; and

WHEREAS, we support the concept of curricula that focuses on ethnic studies and embracing our 
diversity, however, the draft proposed does not do that; and

WHEREAS, the California Legislative Jewish Caucus and the California Legislative LGBTQ Caucus have 
expressed concern and criticism over the current draft for excluding Californians of Jewish ethnicity 
or heritage, excluding anti-Semitism as a form of bigotry, and including discriminatory content that is 
biased against Israel; and

WHEREAS, the caucus continued in its letter to remark that despite a rash of recent anti-Jewish hate 
crimes, including shootings at temples in Pittsburgh in 2018 and near San Diego in April, the curriculum 
omits "any meaningful discussion" of anti-Semitism. It omits Jewish contributions to American culture, 
even as it includes such contributions from Americans of African, Native, Arab, and Latin descent, it 
said. "We cannot support a curriculum that erases the American Jewish experience, fails to discuss anti
Semitism, reinforces negative stereotypes about Jews, singles out Israel for criticism, and would 
institutionalize the teaching of anti-Semitic stereotypes in our public schools," the caucus letter also said.

WHEREAS, the curriculum encourages students to study the Boycott, Divest, and Sanction (BDS) 
movement as one of various worthy social movements and does not acknowledge its discriminatory 
elements or that it is a movement with many opponents; and

WHEREAS, the State Board of Education in a public statement said, "A model curriculum should be 
accurate, free of bias, appropriate for all learners in our diverse state, and align with Governor 
Newsom's vision of a California for all;" and

WHEREAS, Governor Gavin Newsom said, "We are united in our resolve to make sure the advisory 
committee draft is only that, a draft, that will be substantially amended. And let me also apologize on 
behalf of the state for the anxiety that this produced. It was offensive in so many ways, particularly to the 
Jewish community;" and



WHEREAS, the current draft model curriculum falls short and needs to be substantially redesigned, 
and the State Superintendent of Education Tony Thurmond stated that Jewish Americans "must be 
included" in a controversial ethnic studies curriculum for high school, and agreed to include, "the 
contributions of Jewish Americans," and to recognize "the high levels of anti-Semitism that have 
existed historically and that still do now,"; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles supports ethnic studies and the critical examination of 
marginalized peoples from multiple perspectives but this draft curriculum falls far shorts of that 
objective; and

WHEREAS, prejudice and discrimination based on religion have no place in our community, country 
and world;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City of Los Angeles hereby calls upon the State Board of 
Education and Instructional Quality Commission to immediately rescind the draft curriculum in its 
current form, ensure that the revision process moving forward is free from the discriminatory 
perspectives included in the current draft, and ensures that the final version of the curriculum 
accurately reflects the statutory guidelines of an educational standard with "core values of equity, 
inclusiveness, and universally high expectations."
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