
°U3LIC WORKS & GANG REDUCTION
MOTION

The City is continuously assessing new technologies for all aspects of pavement preservation, 
especially when it comes to resurfacing, reconstructing and applying slurry seals. Another element of 
pavement preservation is minimizing the damage caused by street cuts and the subsequent repair. The 
standards for cutting and refilling trenches has been adjusted as best practices continue to evolve. 
When the technology improves, the City's policies need to be amended.

Micro-trenching is a low-impact utility deployment methodology in which fiber and conduits are 
inserted into a slot-cut trench approximately 4 inches wide or less and about 9 and 16 inches deep. 
When compared with traditional open trench excavation, micro-trenching is a newer technology with 
the potential to reduce damage to roadways, area of excavation, restoration time, and impacts to 
traffic. Micro-trenching may potentially facilitate faster deployment of telecommunication facilities as 
mobile carriers and internet service providers update their infrastructure to provide increased 
connectivity with better reliability.

The Bureau of Engineering (BOE) is working with utility companies to define one or more 
acceptable micro-trenching standard processes. A demonstration project was completed on a Los Angeles 
Department of Transportation parking lot and now the Bureau of Engineering would like to begin issuing 
permits for micro-trenching in the public right of way. This policy would be in line with many cities 
throughout the country.

Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) 62.03 requires that substructure utilities be installed at a 
minimum depth of 24 inches below established grade when the substructure is placed in a roadway or 
alley. This municipal code further requires that substructure utilities be installed at a minimum depth of 
30 inches below established grade when the substructure is placed in the roadway of a major or 
secondary highway. The depth of micro-trench utilities is typically much less than the depth currently 
required by LAMC 62.03.

The City of Los Angeles should allow micro-trenching in the public right of way in order to 
decrease the damage of street cuts made for smaller utilities such as fiber conduit and increase the 
deployment of higher speed connectivity.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Attorney, in coordination with the Bureau of Engineering and 
the Bureau of Street Services, be requested to prepare and present an ordinance amending Section 
62.03 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code to decrease the minimum installation depth requirements for 
substructure utility placement and to make an applicable adjustment to the Street Damage Restoration 
Fee for substructure utilities placed via micro-trench and other similar installation methods.

PRESENTED BY:
BOB BLUMENFIELD yf 
Councilmember, 3,d Distnct
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