
MOTION IMMIGRANT AFFAIRS, CIVIL RIGHTS AND EQUITY
On August 26, 2019, the California Attorney General announced the filing of a lawsuit, along a number of other 

states, to challenge the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) new rule attempting to circumvent the long 
standing Flores Settlement Agreement (Agreement) arguing that the mle eliminates critical protections to children and 
families guaranteed by the agreement. The Flores Agreement, established in 1997, was the result of litigation challenging 
the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service’s treatment of Central American children fleeing violence and civil 
war. It establishes a nationwide policy for the detention, release, and treatment of children in the custody of federal 
immigration authorities.

The Flores Agreement provides that all minors in immigration detention must be treated with dignity, respect 
and special concern for their particular vulnerability as minors, placed in the least restrictive setting appropriate to the 
minor’s age and special needs, and, provided with a notice of rights, including the right to a bond determination hearing, 
if applicable. The Flores Agreement also provides that minors who are detained shall be held in facilities that are safe 
and sanitary, including access to toilets and sinks, drinking water and food, medical assistance, adequate temperature 
control and ventilation, and supervision to protect children from others.

The Trump Administration and DHS have made numerous attempts to uphold an aggressive immigration agenda 
which includes the separation of children and their families. Initially, DHS attempted to implement the Zero Tolerance 
Policy by which undocumented parents entering the United States were apprehended and separated from their children. 
This policy was overturned by a federal judge on June 26. 2018 in the case Ms. L v, ICE. The U.S. Constitution also 
forbids the DHS from separating children from their parents “absent a determination that the parent is unfit or presents 
a danger to the child.” However, DHS continues to systematically separate large numbers of families including babies 
and toddlers.

On August 21, 2019, DHS announced that it would terminate the Flores Agreement which would allow it to 
hold children in unlicensed detention facilities and indefinitely incarcerate children and families. The rule is set to go 
into effect in 60 days. Several members of the U.S. Congress and medical experts assigned to monitor detention facilities 
have found serious violations of the children’s rights with overcrowding, disease and limited access to basic needs.

The City of Los Angeles is home to hundreds of families and children affected by these abusive anti-immigrant 
federal policies. It is without question that the Trump Administration’s actions against our immigrant children are not 
only unconstitutional but strike at the core of human and civil rights. The City should therefore challenge the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security from implementing the proposed rule which would terminate the Flores Agreement 
along with protections for children and families detained by federal immigration authorities.

1 THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council authorize the City Attorney to file a lawsuit against the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security, and any associated federal agency, seeking to implement the proposed rule which 
would terminate the Flores Settlement Agreement along with protections for children and families detained by federal 
immigration authorities.
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