
October 29, 2019
Los Angeles City Council- PLUM Committee 
John Ferraro Council Chamber, Room 340 City Hall 
Los Angeles, California 90012

Re: Southern California Flower Market, ENV-2016-3991-EIR

Dear Honorable City Councilmembers,

On behalf of the LA Fashion District, we are writing to again express support for 
Planning Case # ENV-2016-3991-EIR, Southern California Flower Market located at 
709-765 S. Wall Street, 306-326 E. 7th Street and 750-752 S. Maple Ave, Los Angeles, 
CA 90014. The LA Fashion District business improvement district (BID) is a non-profit 
organization that represents 4000+ businesses and 700+ property owners. It provides 
cleaning and security services for the 100 block district, including the Flower District.

The Southern California Flower Market project is a transformative project for the district. 
The project is located adjacent to a “residential hub”. The redevelopment is innovative in 
scope by adding much needed housing to downtown Los Angeles while maintaining its 
roots to the flower markets. This project will also add more of a 24/7 vibe to a vibrant, 
mostly daytime neighborhood.

Please consider supporting this project. Southern California Flower Market’s project will 
be a great addition to the district.

Sincerely,

Rena Leddy 
Executive Director
cc: Fashion District Board of Directors 
So California Flower Market



October 29, 2019

City Council- Planning and Land Use Management Committee 
Council Chamber, Room 340 City Hall 
Los Angeles, California 90012

Southern California Flower Market ENV-2016-3991-EIR.

Dear Los Angeles City Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

I am resubmitting my previous support letter, originally submitted October 23,2018.

By modernizing the Flower Market, the sidewalks will be activated and open the area up to new 
business. As a Fashion District resident and business owner within the Flower Market, J welcome these 
improvements wholeheartedly. I am frequently asked about the safety of this area and what it is like 
living and working here in this neighborhood. More times than not, it is an issue that deters many 
potential residents and business owners from moving into this part of DTLA. The addition of new 
housing, restaurants, and retail will certainly improve the area and I can only see the Flower District 
thriving as a result.

Support this project today and bring new and revitalized opportunism to this part of the Fashion District.

Kind Regards,

Danielle Gary
Owner/ Resident- Cornell Building at Santee Village 
Business Owner- Floral Crush Studio LLC



October 29,2019
City Council- Planning and Land Use Management Committee 
John Ferraro Council Chamber, Room 340 City Hall 
Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Honorable Councilmember of the LA City PLUM Committee,

Case File #ENV-2016-3991-EIR

My name is Bruce Banks and I represent Certified Wholesalers, a business directly across the street from 
the Flower Market an Wall Street.

Over the last decade, our neighborhood has deteriorated resulting in a steady erosion of business and 

sales. I constantly hear comments from our patrons relating to the safety, or lack thereof, of our Flower 
District. Many of our long-standing customers have stopped shopping in our district because they have 
been harassed or threatened.

I urge you to approve this project as it stands.

This project will re-energize the area and activate a neighborhood in desperate need of improvement. If 
the flower market is forced to leave the area, it will create a voi^ which will result in the slow death of a 
district over 100 years old. Our next door neighbor, the American Florist Exchange, submitted a lengthy 
comment letter where they criticized many of the applicant's EIR studies. We just to state for the record 
that as a fellow neighbor and business owner on the same street, we do NOT share the same concerns 

as we fully support this project since its impacts are all positive and will be great for our neighborhood.

We cannot afford to lose one of the crown jewels of Los Angeles, not to mention one of the oldest 
businesses in California, if not the nation.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Bruce Banks



October 29,2019
City Council Planning and Land Use Management Committee 
John Ferraro Council Chamber, Room 340 City Hall 
Los Angeles, California 90012
RE: Southern California Flower Market, ENV-2016-3991-EIR 
Dear City Planning Commissioners,

I am again submitting my strong support to be included in the project case file and taken into 
account during this decision making process.

I have been a resident of the South Park district of Downtown Los Angeles for the past three 
plus years which has provided me with a desirable confluence of an easy commute, walkable 
neighborhood amenities, and a plethora of dining and entertainment options. Like many 
individuals fresh out of university, I have an extremely high amount of student loans which 
naturally increases my sensitivity to changes in the cost of living — most importantly to rental 
increases. Over the past three years in South Park, my rent has increased substantially which 
has driven me to pursue more economical options in Downtown Los Angeles; however, during 
my search, I was surprised at the lack of housing options in the Flower District which I often 
frequent on the weekends for its unique mix of lively atmosphere, welcoming people, and of 
course, the endless variety of fresh-cut flowers. As such, I'm writing to express my support for 
the Southern California Flower Market project which will provide more cost-effective options 
for individuals priced out of most districts of Downtown Los Angeles.

In many districts across the country such as the Meat Packing District in New York City or the 
Arts District in Los Angeles, the surge in redevelopment ultimately purges the original character 
of the neighborhood through small unconscientious decisions on the part of many 
stakeholders. In so far as I can tell, the Southern California Flower Market would not only 
preserve the Flower District character through the continued operation as a wholesale 
marketplace but also add community enhancing features such as activated pedestrian-friendly 
sidewalks, a large open massing which is fitting for its proximity to the historic buildings along 
Los Angeles Street, and an aesthetic appropriate for the Flower District. Most importantly, the 
project would bring a significant number of apartment units to the area and meaningfully 
improve the livability of the District.

In conclusion, I'd like to again express my support for the City's continued efforts to bring more 
housing options to market as quickly as possible, and I encourage you to support this project 
which will provide individuals such as myself cost-effective opportunities to continue to live, 
work, and play in DTLA.

Regards,

Ian O'Neill



Los Angeles City Council: PLUM Committee 
Council Chamber, Room 340 City Hall 
Los Angeles, California 90012 
October 29,2019

Dear Honorable City Council PLUM Members,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit my letter of support for the Southern California Flower Market 
project.

My story is one that is relevant and foreboding of what can happen if you do not approve this project. I 
currently reside in Ventura County as a floral designer - a move I had to make in order to continue and 
preserve my business and source of income. Prior to my move, my business was located in Los Angeles 
for the last 30 years. But due to the high cost of living and working in Los Angeles, I was forced to move 
out of the City to continue my operations. Now, I must regularly drive to Los Angeles because by 
business still depends on the Flower Market.

My tale is similar to many others in the floral business - to survive we have to move out of the City.

The Flower Market will face the same fate if their plans of modernization and diversification are not 
approved as it is presented.

The result of your decision will have impacts not just on me and my business, but will also impact 
thousands of other people who rely on the flower market for their livelihood. The flower growers, 
tenants, flower market employees, wholesalers, florists, delivery companies, special event designers, 
and the general public are just to name a few on whom your decision will impact.

1 urge you, on behalf of the hundreds of jobs and small businesses that rely on this Market to support 
this proposal today and ensure all of our livelihoods.

Regards,

Holly



October 29, 2019

LA City Council- Planning and Land Use Management Committee 

John Ferraro Council Chamber, Room 340 City Hall 

Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Honorable City Councilmembers,

My name is Jonathan Kono and I am a shareholder and a recently retired tenant in the Flower Market, i 
also currently serve on the Flower Market's Board of Directors. Our farm is in the Santa Barbara area 
where we grew chrysanthemums and pom poms. My father started Kono & Sons in the 1960's and we 
were tenants in the Market for over 60 years. We come from a long line of flower growers as my great 
uncle was one of the original founders of the Flower Market in the early 1900's. Flower growing is 
literally in our blood, and this type of legacy is reflective of who the Southern California Flower Market
is.

Flower farms in California are undergoing a substantial change - many are converting to cannabis 
operations. It is predicted local flower farms will be extinct in 10 years.

We know from our own operations that everything changes. That is why the Flower Market must also 
change and remain competitive in this new market place era. The Market needs to modernize and 
become more efficient in both energy and labor. We also need to supplement our operations with 
other commercial uses that will enable us to keep the Flower Market in Downtown Los Angeles and stay 
competitive in this ever-changing landscape.

Your approval of this project would mean a great deal to the hundreds of our shareholders and the 
thousands of jobs that depend on our Market.

Thank you,

Jonathan Kono



October 29,2019
City Council- Planning and Land Use Management Committee 
John Ferraro Council Chamber, Room 340 City Hall 
Los Angeles, California 90012]

Dear Honorable City Councilmembers of the PLUM Committee,

I am resubmitting my letter of support to be included in the case file in preparation for the upcoming 
Hearing Officer Hearing. My support for the Southern California Flower Market, Planning Case File #ENV- 
2016-3991-EIR, stands strong.

As a stakeholder in the community and a property owner next door to the Flower Market, one of the 
largest challenges we face in our district is the homeless issue. Such a large investment will add security 
and provide much needed resources to the City and the BID increasing our ability to properly address 
the largest issue LA faces.

As an immediate neighbor and property owner, I cherish the value this project brings. I know most of my 
neighboring property owners feel the same. To me, it is clear the needs of our area greatly outweigh 
self-interest and anti-competition-which you may hear from one owner. Put this in perspective and see 
this the way the rest the property owners do, a positive investment for all.

This project not only provides affordable housing options, it revitalizes the neighborhood and the 
surrounding streetscape. We see this as a great mixed-use development, bringing vibrancy and new life 
with the addition of new and important community focused amenities, all while retaining the nearly 
100-year-old Flower Market!

I urge you to help all the stakeholders in the area (including the homeless population) by supporting this 
project as is.

Sincerely,

David Lee



City Council Planning and Land Use Management Committee 
Council Chamber, Room 340 City Hall 
Los Angeles, California 90012

Re: City Council PLUM Hearing 
Case File #ENV-2016-3991-ElR 
October 29, 2019

My name is Mitch Maki, CEO of the Go for Broke organization, who is honored to submit a letter of 
support on behalf of the Southern California Flower Market.

For those unfamiliar with our group, we are a non-profit organization representing the 442nd 
Regimental Combat Team of WWII. When the Japanese Americans were relocated to internment camps 
in the 1940's, a group of Japanese American men volunteered to fight for the U.S. while their families 
were being imprisoned in facilities all over the nation. These brave men were later known as the 442nd 
RCT, or colloquially the Go for Broke unit, a combat regiment that went on to become the most 
decorated unit for its size in the entire history of the US military.

In a similar vein, all of the flower market tenants were imprisoned in internment camps and had to leave 
their businesses behind. Some of the sons of the flower growers joined the Go for Broke unit and never 
returned.

Upon the conclusion of WWII, some of the flower growers returned to the market and restarted their 
business. In addition, many Japanese Americans, including veterans of the 442nd, became florists in the 
Los Angeles area. Our histories are inextricably linked as many Japanese Americans and veterans used 
the flower market as a place of business as well as a social gathering venue. Because employment 
opportunities were limited for race reasons, many of our veterans worked in the flower market after the 
war and found a way to provide for their families.

In more ways than one, the Southern California Flower Market has always supported our organization 
and that is why I am submitting our emphatic support, to return the support they have given us over the 
decades. On behalf of the veterans of the Go for Broke unit, I ask that you approve their project and 
allow the Flower Market to continue on with its storied legacy.

Regards,

Mitch Maki 
CEO, Go for Broke



October 29, 2019

Planning and Land Use Management Committee 
LA City Council Chamber, Room 340 City Hall 
Los Angeles, California 90012

Hello Honorable Councilmembers.

My name is Rick Noguchi, COO of the Japanese American Natl Museum located in 
Little Tokyo.

There are two major institutions in Los Angeles that tell the story of the Japanese 
American cultural experience. One is the museum. The other is the Flower Market.

Their history goes back to the late 1800’s when the Japanese first began to immigrate 
to the U.S. Due to the discrimination that existed at the time, the Flower Market was 
one of the few businesses that allowed the Japanese to actively engage in business 
with other races.

In a conversation between the Flower Market owners and myself, we have discussed 
helping them curate a quasi-museum in their project to document and tell their story to 
the world. The space would be open to all and our vision includes the display of market 
relics, story boards, 100 year old photographs and other items memorializing the rich 
and significant cultural experience of the flower market.

As a national museum, we know the importance of preserving the legacy and history of 
people’s experiences, trials, tribulations and successes. The Flower Market is the 
perfect example of a success story that embodies the cultural richness of the Los 
Angeles experience. It would be a shame to see this storied institution pack up and 
leave the city. That is why we urge you to help the Flower Market stay in Los Angeles 
by approving the project as presented.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Rick Noguchi
COO, Japanese American National Museum



October 29,2019

City Council Planning and Land Use Management Committee

Council Chambers, Room 340 City Hall 

Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear City Councilmembers on PLUM,

My name is Paul Tokuda and I am a volunteer for the Keiro Nursing Home, a senior living company that 
has facilities in Boyle Heights and the Torrance area catering to Japanese American and Japan born 
senior citizens.

For decades, we have been going to the flower market every Friday morning to collect flowers to take 
back to our nursing homes where the residents conduct flower arrangement classes. It is one of the 
most popular activities at the home because of its therapeutic nature and the wonderful aroma that 
goes through the home when we bring the flowers into the building.

All the flowers we receive every week of the year are donated to us by the generous tenants that make 
up the flower market. I am talking about thousands of bunches of flowers given to us each year to help 
us out at the senior home. I cannot begin to express the gratitude and happiness our residents feel each 
week when they see me unload the van and walk in with armfuls of beautiful flowers.

That is why I am here to speak today on behalf of the hundreds of senior citizens who want to say 
something gracious about the flower market's generosity over the many years.

Please approve this project today and keep the flower market in downtown Los Angeles. It is by far one 
of the most beloved institutions in the city that has always given back to the community. It would be a 
shame to see them move out of the city and operate in an area too far for us to travel to each week.

The flower market's generosity is unsurpassed and it is time for the community to give something back 
to them by allowing them to modernize their facility and remain in the heart of Los Angeles.

Thank you for your time.

PaulTokuda



October 29,2019
City Council- Planning and Land Use Management Committee 
John Ferraro Council Chamber, Room 340 City Hall 
Los Angeles, California 90012

Re: Southern California Flower Market, ENV-2016-3991-EIR

Dear Honorable Councilmembers,

We are submitting this letter of support for the proposed Southern California Flower 
Market project on behalf of the Skid Row Housing Trust.

The Skid Row Housing Trust was founded in 1989 and works to provide permanent 
supportive housing so that people who have experienced homelessness, or prolonged 
extreme poverty, poor health, disabilities, mental illness and/ or addiction can lead safe, 
stable lives in wellness.

We work to support engaging communities where all stakeholders work together as one 
community working towards the betterment of all.

The revitalization project proposed at the Southern California Flower Market touches on 
aspects of desperately needed housing, community, job preservation and opportunity, 
improved stakeholder engagements and resources, and safety that is in line with our 
group’s goals and objectives.

We support this investment and urge you to as well.

Sincerely,

Brenden O’Donnell
Director of Business Development
Skid Row Housing Trust



City Council- Planning and Land Use Management Committee 
John Ferraro Council Chamber, Room 340 City Hall 
Los Angeles, California 90012 
Re: ENV-2016-3991-EIR

Hello Honorable Councilmembers,

My name is Russell Ariza and I am one of the small shareholders that embody the make-up of the 
Southern California Flower Market ownership. I am a recently retired navy fighter j'et pilot and moved 
to Los Angeles about a year ago to deal with my recently deceased father's trust affairs. My father was 
a florist as well as a shareholder of the Flower Market for over 60 years. The one share that I own was 
given to me by my father.

My wife and I moved here from Virginia where we resided for many years. You can imagine the culture 
shock we experienced when we realized the stark cost of living difference. That is why this project is so 
important to me as both a shareholder and a new transplant to the area.

This development is being done internally, by shareholders like myself. This is important because I know 
the project will stay true to the objectives of what I call the "OG's," the Original Growers. That objective 
from the early 1900's has always been to provide a place for people to gather and do business with a 
level of affordability.

Since moving to LA, one of the most frequent stories we hear is how difficult it is for everyday people to 
find good viable workforce housing.

How ironic would it be if my wife and I could live at and walk the same hallowed aisles my father walked 
for most of his life? Although my wife and I plan to rejoin the work force soon, our budgets never 
accounted for Los Angeles rents. That is why we need you to approve this project in its present form 
and help us stay true to our Original Grower DNA.

Regards,

Russell Ariza



California flower mall, Inc.

City Council- Planning and Land Use Management Committee 
John Ferraro Council Chamber, Room 340 City Hall 
Los Angeles, California 90012 
October 29,2019

Dear Honorable Los Angeles PLUM Committee members,

I am again writing to you today, in preparation for the Planning and Land Use Management 
Committee Hearing, reiterating my sup port for the proposed Southern California Flower Market 
project (ENV-2106-3991-EIR) and to again encourage you approve the project as proposed.

I have owned and operated several family businesses since 1986 and my family has been in 
business in the area since 1948. Currently, I'm the owner of California Flower Mall. As a 
neighboring property owner, we welcome the improvements to the neighborhood as they will 
have numerous positive effects on my business as well as the overall area.

For many years, we have worked very hard with our fellow business owners to provide a clean 
and safe environment for business to survive and supporting our local economy, despite the 
day to day issues we all face. I understand there is one property owner who has submitted 
concerns. I can assure you; this property owner does not reflect the interests and values the 
rest of us hold dear. We understand no one is an island, and this positive investment improves 
the quality of life for all local stakeholders. The lone property owner is motivated by self
interests.

By supporting this development, you support the natural growth occurring in and around our 
neighborhood. This project, like many others close by, will increase business vitality and local 
amenities in our area, provide much needed housing in the downtown core, and most 
importantly provide a clean and safe environment for the area and stakeholders.

Regards,

Mark Chatoff 
Owner, CFM

B 213-488-0973 

825 South San Pedro Street, Suite 200, Los Angeles, California 90014

E 213-488-1983
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October 29, 2019

City Council- Planning and Land Use Management Committee 

John Ferraro Council Chamber, Room 340 City Hall 

Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Honorable Los Angeles Councilmembers,

As a retired LAPD Deputy Chief, I am resubmitting this letter to provide unique perspective 
based upon my 35 years of experience. I support this project and the positive investments this 
brings to the community. Not only will this project improve the quality of life for local residents 
and business owners, but it adds value and security to the everchanging landscape of the 
downtown area.

During my time with the LAPD we worked regularly to identify and resolve myriad of public 
safety issues, especially as they were becoming common occurrences.

One of the frequent issues we had to deal with was transient issues in relation to private 
property.

In the last two decades, the area near the Flower Market has become one of the largest 
encampment communities in the nation.

And although the homelessness issue will not be solved overnight, one of the best solutions we 
saw during my time with the Department were the positive results of new projects brought to 
their particular neighborhood. Investments with sidewalk activation, public engagement and 
social activity brought a lot of positive energy to an area resulting in a significant decrease in 
crime and a significant improvement in safety.

A project like this, from a long-time anchor in the community, will help to improve public safety 
while providing new benefits to an area that desperately needs them. The Flower Market 
understands corporate responsibility and have continued to fulfill that role to support their 
community.

I urge you to support this project and add a new layer of public safety to the Flower District. 

Very truly yours,

Terry S. Hara



October 29, 2019
John Ferraro Council Chamber, Room 340 City Hall 
Los Angeles, California 90012

Regarding the Southern California Flower Market, ENV-2016-3991-EIR

Dear Honorable Councilmembers,
As a young person who commutes to work in Downtown LA, I am currently looking to 
move downtown in order to avoid long commute times. However, like many others in my 
age range, I am priced out of the expensive Arts District and the South Park area. As I 
understand it, the Flower Market project appears to provide a new opportunity to live 
Downtown in a budding neighborhood.

I am resubmitting this letter to the Planning and Land Use Committee to reiterate my 
strong support for the Southern California Flower Market project and to encourage you 
to approve the project as proposed. Unfortunately, many young urban residents are 
limited in the selection of good housing opportunities close to work, especially when it 
comes to affordability. This project helps to alleviate such pressures by providing 
cheaper housing options (verses South Park/Arts District).

Though overall housing is increasing in DTLA, we certainly need added opportunities in 
the Fashion District.

In addition to better housing options in the area, this project will help to improve the 
livability and walkability of the Flower District. The proposed pedestrian level amenities 
and open space improves the entire look and feel of the region. I support how this 
project draws on the elements that make other parts of Downtown desirable for all 
stakeholders.

Please support new and good housing opportunities to benefit the younger residents 
that are tirelessly searching.

Regards,

Alexandra Hack



October 29,2019

City Council- Planning and Land Use Management Committee 
John Ferraro Council Chamber, Room 340 City Hall 
Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear City of Los Angeles Planning Commissioners,

On behalf of the Japanese American Cultural & Community Center (JACC), I am pleased to again be 
submitting our supportive voice for the Southern California Market, Planning Case File #ENV-2016-3991- 
EIR, to the City Council PLUM Committee.

As a member of the Japanese American community, the Flower Market is an important and iconic 
establishment that is widely supported by our close-knit community. When the Japanese Americans we 
placed in to internment camps during WWII, the Flower Market made sure to reserve a spot for the 
interned flower growers who returned to Los Angeles after the war. The storied history of the market is 
significant to both the Japanese community and the entire City of Los Angeles.

The Flower Market continued to be a great partner in the community and we support this effort to 
modernize, expand, and ensure the longevity of this institution. We once again, urge you to as well.

Sincerely,

Daren Rikio Mooko 
Interim President & CEO



City Council- Planning and Land Use Management Committee 

John Ferraro Council Chamber, Room 340 City Hall 

Los Angeles, California 90012 

October 29, 2019

Dear City Council PLUM Members,

I write to you today voicing my support for the proposed Southern California Flower Market project 
again. I encourage you and the full City Council to approve this project as currently proposed.

I have owned and operated my business, Poppy + Rose, in this area since 2014 and welcome any 
improvements to the neighborhood that will have a positive impact on my business, which this 
investment certainly will have.

For year, we have worked with our fellow business owners to support our local economy while 
addressing the day to day issues we ail face.

By supporting this development, you support the natural growth occurring in and all around our 
downtown Los Angeles area. This project, like others nearby, will increase business and local amenities 
in our area, provide much needed housing in our neighborhood that meets the income level we need 
housing for, and most importantly, provide an increase in security for all neighboring stakeholders.

Please support this project as it encourages the organic and continued growth of our local 
neighborhoods.

Regards,

Diana In
Owner, Poppy + Rose


