
Communication from Public

ST Local Resident 
09/17/2019 08:54 AM 
19-1051

Name:
Date Submitted:
Council File No:
Comments for Public Posting: Public comment for the Board of Public Works meeting on

Wednesday Sept 18, 2019 Comment on ITEM 7 - CF 19-1051 
Position: AGAINST THE MOTION Honorable Board of Public 
Works Committee members, It's pretty shocking that CM 
Rodriguez just decides to take an intersection in Sunland-Tujunga 
and name it after someone with zero connection to the community. 
Zero is a theme here. There has been zero outreach, the STNC has 
had zero time to review this, nor have they had an opportunity to 
get local input and formulate a formal response from those 
actually impacted. I've never seen such ridiculous overreach by a 
CM, and CM Krekorian should be ashamed of being complicit in 
this. Before the Board of Public Works approves anything related 
to this motion, at the very least the committee should give the 
community actually impacted sufficient time to review and 
respond since CM Rodriguez hasn't bothered to do so. Thank you 
for your attention in restoring due process to this issue. -a local 
resident



Communication from Public

Liliana Sanchez 
09/17/2019 09:24 AM 
19-1051

Name:
Date Submitted:
Council File No:
Comments for Public Posting: Dear Public Works and CM Monica Rodriguez, This motion

(19-1051) set by our CD7 CM Rodriguez was brought to my 
attention by a stakeholder, yesterday Sept. 16. I am truly in 
disbelief that such an important change to our community of 
Sunland-Tujunga would not have first come before our 
Sunland-Tujunga Neighborhood Council to address the 
community at large and ask for their input. The proposed motion 
is asking for the intersection at Commerce Avenue and Valmont 
Street to be designated as the “William Saroyan Square.” This 
location is home to Bolton Hall which is the #2 Los Angeles 
Historic-Cultural Monument. I urge Public Works and our CM 
Rodriguez that this motion be postponed until the community of 
Sunland-Tujunga can have a chance to review this motion at our 
next STNC board meeting on October 9, 2019 and be given the 
opportunity to submit a Community Impact Statement. Thank you, 
Liliana Sanchez STNC President



Communication from Public

Machelle Gutierrez 
09/17/2019 10:54 AM 
19-1051

Name:
Date Submitted:
Council File No:
Comments for Public Posting: Please don't change Bolton hall from what it already is



Communication from Public

M. Perloff
09/17/2019 11:38 AM 
19-1051

Name:
Date Submitted:
Council File No:
Comments for Public Posting: To Public Works and L.A. City Council, I am writing to voice my

opposition to the motion set forth by CD7's Monica Rodriguez, 
seeking to designate the intersection of Commerce and Valmont 
as "William Saroyan Square". I'd first like to address the lack of 
outreach by CD7 Rep Monica Rodriguez. I am very involved in 
the community and spend a great deal of time volunteering at 
Bolton Hall Museum - at this very intersection - yet, the first I 
heard about this motion was this morning, after the official 
document was sent to me. Ms. Rodriguez's decision to file this 
motion, purposely denying the community any advance notice or 
input, shows an egregious lack of respect for her constituents. I 
urge Public Works and the City Council to table this motion until 
the community at-large has a say in this requested designation. 
Secondly, the naming of this intersection to honor Mr. Saroyan is 
purely nonsensical. A fine author with absolutely ZERO 
connection to Tujunga, he does not deserve to be have a 
permanent place at the heart of our community's historic core. 
Tujunga, and this intersection, have its own rich and unique 
history. Clearly Ms. Rodriguez needs to spend some time at 
Bolton Hall Museum to gain awareness of its significance, as 
recognized by the City of L.A., when it was designated #2 
Historic-Cultural Monument, and later when it was placed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Surely, if there was someone 
or something worthy of honoring, it would have to do with our 
community's founding members, not some random author lacking 
relevance or purpose to our neighborhood. Again, I respectfully 
urge Public Works and the City Council to table this motion until 
the community at-large has a say in this requested designation.



PUBLIC WORKS & GANG REDUCTK

MOTION

William Saroyan was a prolific Armenian-American writer of plays, short stories 
and novels. Saroyan’s works portray the immigrant experience in the United States. He 
drew upon his own childhood as the son of Armenian immigrants in Fresno for 
inspiration. He has over 4,000 literary works to his credit, dating from the late 1920s to 
the early 1980s. He wrote The Human Comedy, which earned him an Academy Award 
for Best Original Motion Picture Story in 1943. Saroyan refused the Pulitzer Prize for his 
play The Time of Your Life on the grounds that it was "no more great or good" than 
anything else he had written.

Saroyan Is recognized as one of the most notable literary figures of the mid-20th 
century. The Armenian community in Sunland-Tujunga. is especially proud of Saroyan’s 
place in literary history. It is fitting that we commemorate his life by naming the 
intersection of Commerce Ave. and Valmont St. in his honor. Commerce Ave is home to 
the Annual Sunland-Tujunga Armenian Festival which celebrates and brings awareness 
to Armenian art and culture.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council name the intersection of Commerce 
Ave. and Valmont St. as “William Saroyan Square" and that the Department of 
Transportation be directed to fabricate and install appropriate ceremonial signs to this 
effect at this location. •

<S£PRESENT
MONICA RODRIQUEZ 
Councilwoman, TP Distri
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Communication from Public

Brenda McAlpine 
09/17/2019 12:01 PM 
19-1051

Name:
Date Submitted:
Council File No:
Comments for Public Posting: With all due respect to my councilmember, Monica Rodriguez, I

must urge the committee to reject motion 19-1051. It is utterly 
without merit. William Saroyan's cultural significance 
notwithstanding, I have seen no evidence that the renowned 
author visited Sunland-Tujunga, or even knew where it was, or 
how to pronounce it (all common problems in Los Angeles). 
Saroyan was a native of Fresno, California, and that city has 
amply memorialized him. The only rationales submitted by the 
Councilmember for erecting this monument on Commerce 
Avenue are the Armenian community's pride in Saroyan and the 
existence of an annual Armenian festival in Tujunga. The 
Armenian-American festival is only in its FOURTH YEAR of 
operation, and while a growing minority of Armenian people now 
live here in Sunland-Tujunga, they are a recent addition to the 
population. Our little town's history goes back much further than 
2015. If the Councilmember and her colleagues desire to name an 
intersection in someone's honor, I'm sure our local historians and 
longtime residents could come up with a list of suggestions, if Ms. 
Rodriguez would only ask. Few, if any, of the names would be 
Armenian, however. That brings us to the central problem with 
this motion. It seems completely random, it is so ill-fitting. Ms. 
Rodriguez seems to have offered it without the slightest 
inclination to ask anyone in town whether it was wanted or 
relevant. The possible explanations are amusing. Did she wake up 
from a dream after reading _The Human Comedy_ and write 
down a note in the middle of the night? Is there a "William 
Saroyan Square" sign languishing in a City warehouse 
somewhere? Was she deeply moved by a letter from a member of 
the William Saroyan Fan Club? Is there a chunk of money that 
simply needs to be spent on something -- anything -- and this is 
the best she could come up with at the last minute? 
Sunland-Tujunga locals are long accustomed to being ignored or 
overlooked by City government. It's obvious this "tradition" is as 
strong as ever. When we ask for bread, in the form of adequate 
police presence or basic services, we are given a stone, in the form 
of empty gestures like this motion. It's like giving your best friend 
a toy school bus as a birthday gift because you saw it at the dollar 
store last week, even though it's not his birthday, he was 
homeschooled, and his house is full of Dodgers memorabilia. Our



own councilmember doesn't know our town, and doesn't seem to 
be interested in learning. If she does want to learn, she's 
completely tone-deaf. It's so rare for our town to have a 
representative truly know and listen to us, we named a park after 
the last guy who did it: Howard Finn. Committee members, 
thanks for the sign, but no thanks. Save the City time and money 
by rejecting this motion outright. If you are bound and determined 
to send some feel-good funds our way, play it safe. Give us a gift 
card and we'll spend it on next year's Fourth of July fireworks 
show.


