
7/27/2019

Mr. Tom McMahon

8207 Delgany Avenue

Playa del Rey, CA 90293

Dear Tom,

I wish to commend you in your efforts in the Designation  ̂the Dodd Playa del Rey Residence 
as an Historic Cultural Monument. As you know, we lived in the DeMille home from 1967
1968. We are related to Mr. DeMille by marriage, as his only biological daughter, Cecilia 
DeMille Harper, married our late grandfather, Joseph Wesley Harper. We were treated as family 
always and Cecilia allowed us to move in when a business deal my father had, which entailed 
moving us to Guatemala, fell through. Our family home in Los Angeles had already been leased 
out, so it was very fortunate we were able to move into the Big House.

Living in that magnificent house was a wondrous experience. The Dodd home we referred to as 
the West Wing. It is where Mr. DeMille had his office, projection room and offices for his 
secretaries and attorney. Every Christmas, we had dinner with the entire family and then walked 
over to the projection room to watch a movie. Dodd created a beautiful home complete with 
hidden safes, which we found, and a large basement where incredible DeMille treasures were 
housed. He had many beautiful gifts given to him by heads of state around the world, including 
3 shrunken heads from Africa. He had a largelibrary down there which included leather-bound 
editions of every Life magazine he collected until his death in 1959. We read every one of them 
along with many of the classics in his collection. a

The house's grandeur was not lost on us even though we were teenagers back then. We loved the 
beautiful corridor Julia Morgan built between the West Wing and the original DeMille home.
The courtyard in front of the beautiful Dodd loggia we used to play croquet, bocce ball and other 
lawn games.

William Dodd was truly a noteworthy architect. I hope none of his homes are razed but retained 
as historical monuments which is what they deserve. .

Sincerely,

Katherine Harper

272 Santa Fe Dr.
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Encinitas CA 92024

760-233-2575 (home)
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Lambert Giessinger, Architect, Office of Historic Resources, 
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