
MOTIO Public works & gang reductio?
Ms, Scarlett Eum was born on January 11, 1936, in Seoul, South Korea to a prominent family 

lineage of highly educated intellectuals and entrepreneurs. During her 2nd year of attending the 
prestigious Poong-Moon Girls High School, the communist North initiated the Korean War, Because 
of their prominence, Ms, Eum’s family suffered untold hardship, persecution and personal losses at the 
hands of communist occupiers as prisoners and refugees. The war delayed Ms. Eum’s graduation from 
Poong-Moon High School to 1955, upon which she was accepted into the prestigious Ewha University 
for Women to study English.

In 1963, Ms. Eum came to the United States and briefly settled in Los Angeles to further her 
studies and to acquaint herself with a native English speaking environment. She returned to Korea in 
1964 and then came back to the States in 1969 with her entire family to permanently settle in Los 
Angeles.

Her first business venture was starting and successfully operating the restaurant, “New Korea,” 
near Vermont Avenue and Olympic Boulevard in Koreatown, which would quickly become a focal 
point of social and cultural gatherings of Korean-American leaders and their community.

In 1973, Ms. Eum left her restaurant business and started a new venture called, “Eden Realty 
& Investment Corporation,” specializing in real estate acquisition and development projects. While 
running a successful real estate investment and development business to date, Ms. Eum has also been 
equal to the task in dedicating her life to the cause of community service; and women’s rights in 
business opportunities and expanding their leadership roles.

To Ms. Eum’s credit and lasting legacy, her lifetime resume of important community service 
and leadership has been nothing less than extraordinary. Among other titles, Ms. Eum was a founding 
member of the Korean American Business and Professional Women’s Association in 1971, and would 
go on to become the president from 1992-1996; the first woman to be elected president of the Korean 
American Federation of Los Angeles, serving two terms from 2008-2012; and is the president “Ye- 
Hyang” International Cultural Exchange Foundation from 2014-Present.

While serving in various community leadership roles, Ms. Eum has achieved many 
accomplishments. Among the more notable and far-reaching initiatives and accomplishments are: 
organizing an annual job fair attended by 2,000 prospective applicants; initiating a “Koreatown 
Introduction Map,” which identifies important cultural points, significant community service providers 
and notable retail outlets; and the establishment of a monthly food bank program to distribute food 
items and essential household goods to needy citizens.

In recognition of her contributions to the City and her ongoing efforts to support women and 
Korean Americans in business and civic affairs, it is appropriate that the City name the intersection of 
Western Avenue and 6th Street as “Scarlett Eum Square.”

I THEREFORE MOVE, that the intersection at Western Avenue and 66 Street be named as 
“Scarlett Eum Square,” and that the Department of Transportation be directed to erect permanent 
ceremonial sign(s) to this effect at this location.
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