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CEQA Guidelines; Section 15301, Existing Facilities (Class 1); Section 15303, New Construction or 
Conversion of Small Structures (Class 3); Section 15305, Minor Alterations in Land Use Limitations (Class 
5); Section 15311, Accessory Structures (Class 11); and Section 15323, Normal Operations of Facilities for

Public Gatherings (Class 23).

INTRODUCTION

This environmental document has been prepared under the requirements of California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) Public Resources Code Section 21000 et seq., including CEQA Section 21084 and Title 14 Code 
of Regulation (CCR) Section 15000 et seq. (“CEQA Guidelines”). As demonstrated by this document, the Los 
Angeles Dodgers Centerfield Project (“Project”) qualifies for the following Categorical Exemptions under the 
CEQA Guidelines: Section 15301, Existing Facilities (Class 1); Section 15303, New Construction or 
Conversion of Small Structures (Class 3); Section 15305, Minor Alterations in Land Use Limitations (Class 
5); Section 15311, Accessory Structures (Class 11); and Section 15323, Normal Operations of Facilities for 
Public Gatherings (Class 23).

This document describes the Project and details the analysis and findings that support the determination that 
the Project is exempt from further environmental documentation under the provisions of CEQA.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Project Site and Surroundings: The Project site is located on an approximately 275-acre lot at 1000 Vin 
Scully Avenue in the City of Los Angeles (Assessor's Identification Numbers [AIN] 5415018010). The Project 
site is adjacent to Interstate 110 (I-110) and roughly 4 miles north of downtown Los Angeles. The Project site 
is bounded by Academy Road to the north, Boylston Street to the west, Stadium Way to the south, and I-110 
the east. The Project site is currently developed with a 901,415 square-foot, 56,000 seat Major League Baseball 
Stadium, surface parking lots, and associated accessory uses.

The majority of the uses surrounding the Project site are residential and open space. Low-rise residential and 
open space recreational areas are located to the west of the Project site. To the north of the Project site, across 
Academy Road, there are additional open space recreational uses, including Chavez Ridge Golf Course and 
Elysian Park, and the Los Angeles Police Department Academy. To the south, across Stadium Way, there are 
more residential family zones. The closest residential uses are approximately 1,300 feet from the existing 
stadium footprint. A short stretch of Stadium Way, approximately 200 feet, exists to the east of the Project 
site, which is adjoined by the I-110 to the east and is zoned as Public Facility use.

Proposed Project: The Project involves upgrades to the Los Angeles Dodger Stadium as part of an
enhancement program to improve accessibility, pedestrian circulation, security, seismic and code compliance, 
guest services, fan amenities and sponsorship signage with the goal to enhance the visitor experience for fans 
of all ages and abilities. The following components comprise the enhancement program.

Centerfield Plaza and Perimeter Circulation Upgrades

The Plaza upgrades will create an inviting and centralized visitor entry plaza behind centerfield. New 
landscaping and pedestrian amenities will be added. Circulation throughout the stadium will be upgraded to 
improve overall accessibility, security, and ease of movement. New concessions and retail booths will be 
added. Overall security will be enhanced with expanded perimeter fencing.

Concession/retail plaza upgrades include approximately 7,975 square feet of new visitor-serving concession 
and retail areas, consisting of upgrades to one existing food concession, three new concessions, two new bars, 
one new grab-and-go point of sale, and two new retail/display structures. These structures will replace
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approximately 1,470 square feet of existing sponsorship and concession structures, for a net new concession 
area of 6,505 in the plaza. ADA accessible restrooms will also be added. Proposed plaza upgrades will replace 
existing asphalt areas with landscaping and usable pedestrian areas.

The security and circulation renovations ensure compliance with Major League Baseball best practices for 
security and provide the safest possible visitor experience. Safety is further enhanced by more efficient fan 
circulation to minimize queuing. Security enhancements will relocate fencing and gates to keep vehicles farther 
from the stadium and areas of fan activity and reduce wait times at gate entries. Overall circulation will be 
enhanced with new escalators, re-contouring of steep slopes for accessibility, and new elevators from stadium 
Levels 7 to 9. Further, new ramps, bridges, stairs and walking paths will enhance path of travel for fans of all 
abilities. Pedestrian wayfinding will be enhanced, and patrons will have a safe path of travel separated from 
vehicles in the parking lot. Patrons will enter new gates and be able to access all seating from any gate.

Centerfield Pavilion Upgrades and Site Signage

All pavilion renovations will take place within the existing footprint and profile of the stadium’s pavilion area. 
The pavilion renovations will create accessible seating options and fan experiences previously inaccessible. 
The enhancements will reconfigure the pavilion to connect the left and right field pavilions to one another, to 
the stadium proper, and to open public areas. The upgrade will provide elevators, bridges, enhanced 
concessions, ADA accessible restrooms, ADA accessible seating and viewing experiences. Although no net 
new seating will be added, seating will be relocated within the pavilion to create areas for wheelchairs. With 
these improvements, the pavilion will become ADA accessible. Back of house and equipment uses will be 
removed from visible fan areas and relocated to beneath the pavilion. The new signage consists of identification 
and wayfinding signage for the new entries, concessions and fan amenities, as well as new sponsor signs. The 
first level of the pavilion with existing food service, restrooms and amenities will be remodeled and upgraded 
with no new area added. A new mezzanine will provide ADA accessible restrooms and viewing decks. A new 
“batter’s eye” centerfield open air deck will be added with 375 square feet of covered bar area.

Construction

Construction will occur over a five to six month period during the baseball off-season 2019-2020. Construction 
phases will include demolition and site preparation, erection of steel and decking, and building and finishing 
work. Landscape activity will include relocation of existing ornamental landscaping and additional hardscape 
and landscape improvements. The farthest limit of construction activity will be approximately 175 feet from 
the existing stadium footprint.

CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION ANALYSIS

Article 19 (Categorical Exemptions) of the CEQA Guidelines lists classes of projects that are exempt from 
the requirements of CEQA. The Project qualifies for the following Categorical Exemptions under the CEQA 
Guidelines: Section 15301, Existing Facilities (Class 1); Section 15303, New Construction or Conversion of 
Small Structures (Class 3); Section 15305, Minor Alterations in Land Use Limitations (Class 5); Section 
15311, Accessory Structures (Class 11); and Section 15323, Normal Operations of Facilities for Public 
Gatherings (Class 23).

Class 1

To qualify for a Class 1 Categorical Exemption, a project must consist of the operation, repair, maintenance, 
permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor alteration of existing public or private structures, facilities, 
mechanical equipment, or topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of existing or former 
use. The types of “existing facilities” itemized below are not intended to provide an all-inclusive list of the 
types of projects which might fall within Class 1. The key consideration is whether a project involves 
negligible or no expansion of an existing use. Examples of Class 1 projects include but are not limited to 
(partial list):
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(a) Interior or exterior alterations involving such things as interior partitions, plumbing, and 
electrical conveyances;

(b) Existing facilities of both investor and publicly owned utilities used to provide electric power, 
natural gas, sewerage, or other public utility services;

(c) Existing highways and streets, sidewalks, gutters, bicycle and pedestrian trails, and similar 
facilities (this includes road grading for the purpose of public safety).

(d) Restoration or rehabilitation of deteriorated or damaged structures, facilities, or mechanical 
equipment to meet current standards of public health and safety, unless it is determined that the 
damage was substantial and resulted from an environmental hazard such as earthquake, 
landslide, or flood;

(e) Additions to existing structures provided that the addition will not result in an increase of more 
than:

(1) 50 percent of the floor area of the structures before the addition, or 2,500 square feet, 
whichever is less; or

(2) 10,000 square feet if:

(A) The project is in an area where all public services and facilities are available to allow 
for maximum development permissible in the General Plan and

(B) The area in which the project is located is not environmentally sensitive.

Class 3

To qualify for a Class 3 Categorical Exemption, a project must consist of “construction and location of 
limited numbers of new, small facilities or structures.” Examples include but are not limited to, in urbanized 
areas, up to four commercial buildings not exceeding 10,000 square feet in floor area on sites zoned for such 
use, if not involving the use of significant amounts of hazardous substances where all necessary public 
services and facilities are available and the surrounding area is not environmentally sensitive.

Class 5

To qualify for a Class 5 Categorical Exemption, a project must show that it, “consists of minor alterations in 
land use limitations in areas with an average slope of less than 20%, which do not result in any changes in 
land use or density.” Section 15305 specifies the follow non-exhaustive list of examples of projects that 
would meet the qualifications for a Class 5 exemption:

(a) Minor lot line adjustments, side yard, and set back variances not resulting in the creation of any new 
parcel;

(b) Issuance of minor encroachment permits;

(c) Reversion to acreage in accordance with the Subdivision Map Act.

1711814.8



Class 11

To qualify for a Class 11 Categorical Exemption, a project must demonstrate that it consists of the construction, 
or placement of minor structures accessory to (appurtenant to) existing commercial, industrial, or institutional 
facilities, including but not limited to:

(a) On-premise signs;

(b) Small parking lots;

(c) Placement of seasonal or temporary use items such as lifeguard towers, mobile food units, portable 
restrooms or similar items in generally the same locations from time to time in publicly owned parks, stadiums, 
or other facilities designed for public use.

Section 1 of Article III of the City’s CEQA Guidelines further provides examples of structures that are covered 
by the Class 11 Categorical Exemption, stating in part:

- Construction or placement of minor structures accessory to (appurtenant to) existing commercial, industrial 
or institutional facilities.

- Construction or placement of buildings, or additions to buildings, involving the addition of less than 15,000 
square feet, which additions are accessory to existing commercial, industrial or institutional facilities.

Class 23

To qualify for a Class 23 Categorical Exemption, a project must consist of “the normal operations of existing 
facilities for public gatherings for which the facilities were designed, where there is a past history of the facility 
being used for the same or similar kind of purpose.” The project must involve, “the same or similar kind of 
activity [that] has been occurring for at least three years,” and there must be, “a reasonable expectation that the 
future occurrence of the activity would not represent a change in the operation of the facility.” CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15323 specifies that such facilities include, but are not limited to, “racetracks, stadiums, 
convention centers, auditoriums, amphitheaters, planetariums, swimming pools, and amusement parks.”

Applicability of Exemptions

Class 1

Class 1 Categorical Exemption consists of the operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, or minor alteration 
of existing structures or facilities, involving negligible or no expansion of existing or former use. CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15301 states that the key consideration is whether the project involves negligible or no 
expansion of an existing use.

The existing use of the property as a Major League Baseball stadium will not be changed or expanded by the 
Project. The Project will relocate existing seating, upgrade restrooms, and add viewing decks and 
concessions to the existing pavilion structure and plaza. Net new retail and concession areas will be limited 
to approximately 6,505 square feet. The Project will also provide new pedestrian and accessibility amenities 
as well as signage and landscaping to serve the existing use. Restroom and walkway accessory uses will 
include approximately 6,150 square feet. In all, the Project will add approximately 12,655 square feet of net 
new accessory floor area, of which 6,505 square feet will be new retail/concessions.

Although, CEQA Guidelines Section 15301 lists a 10,000 square-foot addition as an example of a project 
that qualifies for the Class 1 Categorical Exemption, this is not a limitation on the size of a Class 1 project. 
Section 15301 specifically states that the examples “itemized below are not intended to be all-inclusive of the 
types of projects which might fall within Class 1.” Instead, the CEQA Guidelines provide that the key
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consideration is whether the project involves negligible or no expansion of an existing use. The Project adds 
no new seats or capacity to the existing use and the total added area represents a mere 1.4 percent addition to 
the existing stadium’s gross area. Further, When considering the new activity area of the new retail and food 
and beverage concessions, the net new area added is only 6,505 square feet, well below the Guideline 
example. Therefore, given the size of the existing stadium, the Project represents a negligible expansion of 
the existing facility.

The Project also does not expand the existing use. The existing use at the Project site is for a 56,000 seat 
Major League Baseball stadium. The Project will not expand the seating capacity or current use of the 
existing site as a sporting and recreational facility. The seating capacity directly determines the amount of 
tickets that can be sold at a given game or special event, which in turn determines the maximum number of 
visitors in attendance and the number of cars entering the parking lot on a given night. No person without a 
ticket for a game or special event can enter the stadium to access the improvements that result from the 
Project. Further, the Project does not affect the frequency and size of special (non-baseball) events occurring 
at the stadium. Special events at the stadium are governed by the existing conditional use permit, and the 
Project will not affect these limitations.

The Class 1 Exemption Guideline also provides that, projects involving small additions (e.g., a 10,000 
square-foot addition to an existing structure) must a) be located in an area where all public services and 
facilities are available to allow for maximum development permissible in the General Plan and, b) not be 
located in an area which is environmentally sensitive. Here, with respect to public services, the Project site is 
adequately served by public services and facilities for the stadium and its accessory uses. The Project site 
General Plan designation is Open Space; the Community Plan map identifies the property as the site of 
Dodger Stadium. Therefore current services and facilities are consistent with the maximum development 
permissible under the General Plan, that is for a stadium and accessory uses. With respect to 
environmentally sensitive areas, the area around Dodger Stadium consisting of street circulation, a large 
parking area and ornamental landscaping is not environmentally sensitive. Evidence in the record 
demonstrates that the Project site is not on or near an environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern 
that is designated, precisely mapped, and officially adopted pursuant to law by federal, state, or local 
agencies, and that no sensitive resources, species or habitat exist on the site.

These findings demonstrate that the Project consists of the operation, maintenance, and minor alteration of 
existing structures, facilities, and mechanical equipment, and involves negligible or no expansion of use. 
The Project, therefore, meets the requirements of a Class 1 Categorical Exemption pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15301.

Class 3

To qualify for a Class 3 Categorical Exemption, a project must consist of “construction and location of 
limited numbers of new, small facilities or structures.” Examples include but are not limited to, in urbanized 
areas, up to four commercial buildings not exceeding 10,000 square feet in floor area on sites zoned for such 
use, if not involving the use of significant amounts of hazardous substances where all necessary public 
services and facilities are available and the surrounding area is not environmentally sensitive.

The existing use of the property as a Major League Baseball stadium will not be changed or expanded by the 
Project. The Project will relocate existing seating, upgrade restrooms, and add viewing decks and 
concessions to the existing pavilion structure and plaza. The only new structures in the plaza area result in a 
net new retail and concession floor area of approximately 6,505 square feet. The plaza structures meet the 
requirements of the small facilities exemption, and the project as a whole will not change or expand the 
existing use of the stadium. The existing and proposed floor area is permitted pursuant to the sites zoning 
and General Plan designation. The Project site General Plan designation is Open Space; the Community 
Plan map identifies the property as the site of Dodger Stadium. The Project site is adequately served by 
public services and facilities for the stadium and its accessory uses, and the current services and facilities are 
consistent with the maximum development permissible under the General Plan, that is for a stadium and
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accessory uses. With respect to environmentally sensitive areas, the area around Dodger Stadium consisting 
of street circulation, a large parking area and ornamental landscaping is not environmentally sensitive. 
Evidence in the record demonstrates that the Project site is not on or near an environmental resource of 
hazardous or critical concern and that no sensitive resources, species or habitat exist on the site. No 
significant amounts of hazardous substances will be used on the site.

Class 5

To qualify for a Class 5 Categorical Exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15305, a project must 
consist of minor alterations in land use limitations in areas with an average slope of less than 20%, which do 
not result in any changes in land use or density.

The stadium currently is subject to a conditional use permit that was approved in 1960 (Case No. ZA-15430). 
This land use approval, and the subsequent clarification and plan approvals, constitute a land use limitation 
that allows for the operation of the current stadium at the existing capacity of 56,000 seats. The Project 
involves a request for a minor alteration in this land use limitation by modifying the site plan contained in the 
existing approvals; the Project does not change the land use or density of the stadium. The stadium will 
continue to be used as a Major League Baseball stadium, and the seat capacity (density) will remain at 
56,000 seats. The seating capacity directly determines the amount of tickets that can be sold at a given game 
or special event, which in turn determines the maximum number of visitors in attendance and the number of 
cars entering the parking lot on a given night. Further, no person without a ticket for a game or special event 
can enter the stadium to access the improvements that result from the Project, and the improvements will not 
be accessible outside of the hours in which the stadium is open for a game or event.

Evidence in the record demonstrates that the Project site has an average slope of less than 20 percent.

These findings demonstrate that the Project consists of a minor alteration in land use limitations (in an area 
with an average slope of less than 20%) which does not result in any changes in land use or density. The 
Project, therefore, additionally meets the requirements of a Class 5 Categorical Exemption pursuant to 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15305.

Class 11

To qualify for a Class 11 Categorical Exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15311, a project 
must consist of the construction or replacement of minor structures accessory to (appurtenant to) existing 
commercial, industrial, or institutional facilities. The key consideration involved for applicability of a Class 
11 Categorical Exemption is whether the structures are accessory, or appurtenant to, existing commercial 
facilities.

The existing structure at the Project site is a 56,000-seat Major League Baseball stadium. This existing 
stadium is a commercial facility. The Project will relocate existing seating, upgrade restrooms, and add 
viewing decks and concessions to the existing pavilion structure and adjacent plaza. The Project will replace 
some existing accessory retail, sponsorship and food and beverage concession areas. Net new retail and 
concession areas will be limited to approximately 6,505 square feet. The Project will also provide new 
pedestrian and accessibility amenities as well as signage and landscaping to serve the existing use. Restroom 
and walkway accessory uses will include approximately 6,150 square feet. In all, the Project will add 
approximately 12,655 square feet of net new accessory floor area, of which 6,505 square feet will be new 
retail/concessions. Each of the structures or replacement areas in the Project is an accessory use appurtenant 
to the operation of the existing stadium, and are minor 12,655 square feet of net new area), especially given 
the size of the existing stadium (901,415 square feet). No other uses are permitted on the site, and all new 
construction is designed to better serve the existing patrons of the stadium. The Project will also provide 
new pedestrian and accessibility amenities as well as signage and landscaping to serve the existing use.
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Pursuant to CEQA Guideline 15300.4, the City has created a list of specific activities which fall within each 
of the exempt classes. Section 1 of Article III of the City’s CEQA Guidelines provides examples of structures 
that are covered by the Class 11 Categorical Exemption, including “Construction or placement of buildings, 
or additions to buildings, involving the addition of less than 15,000 square feet, which additions are accessory 
to existing commercial, industrial or institutional facilities.” Here the size of the accessory structures and 
additions clearly falls within that specific limit.

These findings demonstrate that the Project consists of the construction, or replacement of minor structures 
accessory to (appurtenant to) an existing commercial facility. The Project, therefore, additionally meets the 
requirements of a Class 11 Categorical Exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15311.

Class 23

The key considerations in determining whether the Class 23 Categorical Exemption applies is whether 1) the 
Project is “the same or similar kind of activity [that] has been occurring for at least three years;” and 2) there 
is, “a reasonable expectation that the future occurrence of the activity would not represent a change in the 
operation of the facility.” The current stadium has been operating as a baseball and special event venue since 
1962, for almost 60 years. The Project will relocate existing seating, upgrade restrooms, and add viewing 
decks and concessions to the existing pavilion structure and adjacent plaza. The Project will also provide 
new pedestrian and accessibility amenities as well as signage and landscaping to serve the existing use. As 
such, the Project involves minor improvements to the existing operations and structures, and involves no 
change in activities that would represent a change in the operation of the facility. The facility will continue 
to operate in compliance with the original 1960 conditional use permit and all subsequent conditions.

These findings demonstrate that the Project consists of the normal operations of existing facilities for public 
gatherings for which the facilities were designed, where there is a past history of the facility being used for 
the same or similar kind of purpose. The Project, therefore, additionally meets the requirements of a Class 
23 Categorical Exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15323.

EXCEPTIONS TO CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION ANALYSIS

CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 identifies exceptions in which a project would not qualify for a categorical 
exemption under Article 19 of the CEQA Guidelines. This section discusses why none of the possible 
exceptions in Section 15300.2 apply to the Project. The statutory language of each exception is printed in bold 
italics below, followed by the Project-related analysis for each exception.

(a) Location. Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11 are qualified by consideration of where the project is to be located— 

a project that is ordinarily insignificant in its impact on the environment may in a particularly sensitive 
environment be significant. Therefore, these classes are considered to apply all instances, except where 
the project may impact on an environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern where 
designated, precisely mapped, and officially adopted pursuant to law by federal, state, or local agencies.

This discussion applies only to Classes 5 and 11 outlined above. This exception does not apply to the
Project. The Project site has operated as a fully developed and operational Major League Baseball stadium 
for almost 60 years, and is not environmentally sensitive. The Project site is not on or near an environmental 
resource of hazardous or critical concern that is designated, precisely mapped, and officially adopted pursuant 
to law by federal, state, or local agencies. Exhibit 1B of the General Plan Conservation Element, identifying 
Significant Ecological Areas and other resources throughout the City, does not identify the stadium as such an 
area or resource. 1 State and federal online mapping systems confirm that the Project site is not designated as

1 City of Los Angeles, Conservation Element, https://planning.lacitv.org/cwd/gnlpln/consvelt.pdf. last accessed September 17, 2019.
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2habitat for critical or endangered species. 
environmental resources of hazardous or critical concern and concludes that no such resources will be 
impacted.

Evidence in the record contains additional evaluation of

(b) Cumulative Impact. All exemptions for these classes are inapplicable when the cumulative impact of 
successive projects of the same type in the same place, over time is significant.

This exception does not apply to the Project. There are no identifiable successive projects of the same type 
in the same place, over time. The Project involves minor alterations to the existing stadium which are 
necessitated at this time due to ADA accessibility, code compliance, security, pedestrian safety, and patron 
service needs. As the needs of the stadium and its patrons change over time, minor alterations as well as 
ongoing maintenance and refurbishment projects are required at a stadium of the age and size of Dodgers 
Stadium. Each of the previous stadium maintenance and/or improvement projects were independently 
considered by the City, with years intervening each approval. Each approval represents a proposal to address 
all known maintenance and improvement needs at the time. When additional needs arise due to, for example, 
new technology, fan expectations, or changing Major League Baseball standards, new maintenance and/or 
improvement projects are designed and proposed.

No future enhancement projects are known or anticipated at this time. Cumulative or successive projects of 
the same type in the same place are not anticipated, and land uses in the vicinity of the Project are not 
anticipated to change their functions as a result of the Project. The Project would not result in any significant 
impacts and would not contribute to any cumulative impacts. In addition, any successive projects in the vicinity 
of the Project would be required to undergo further environmental reviews. Therefore, this exception would 
not apply to the Project.

(c) Significant Effect. A categorical exemption shall not be used for an activity where there is a reasonable 
possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on the environment due to unusual 
circumstances.

This exception does not apply to the Project. There are no unusual circumstances regarding the Project or 
the Project site which would apply.

The Project is located in an urbanized area and is surrounded by open space and residential development. 
Similar to most areas in the City, commercial uses adjoin residential zoning and residential uses. Like most 
areas in the City and the vicinity, these commercial and residential uses can exist compatibility without major 
conflict. In the case of the stadium, the closest residential use to the stadium footprint is approximately 1,350 
feet, which serves as an adequate buffer to prevent any conflicts. The stadium operates under a strict set of 
conditions establish in the original 1960 approvals which limit the seating capacity, established the parking 
requirement, and limit the number of special events outside the Major League Baseball schedule. These 
original conditions also include provisions specifically designed to prevent conflict with adjoining residential 
areas, such as limiting accessory buildings to be at least 75 feet from the exterior boundary of the site, requiring 
lighting to be directed so as not to cause annoyance to adjoining properties, requiring loudspeakers to be 
directed so as not to be detrimental to adjacent properties, and requiring extensive landscaping around the 
stadium. To avoid traffic conflicts, these conditions require that games must be scheduled no earlier than 7:00 
p.m. Monday through Friday, except as required by Major League Baseball rules, traffic control must be 
maintained and coordinated with the City, and areas must be designated for loading public transit busses, 
taxicabs and other mass transportation means. With implementation of the Project, the stadium will continue 
to comply with all existing conditions and regulatory measures designed to prevent conflict with residential 
areas.

In fact, the stadium has operated since its opening in 1962 in harmony with the adjoining uses. In almost 60 
years, no land use approval or City action concerning the stadium has been appealed or challenged. The Project

2 United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Critical Habitat for Threatened & Endangered Species, 
https://fws.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=9d8de5e265ad4fe09893cf75b8dbfb77 , last accessed September 
17, 2019.
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was presented at a series of community meetings in 2019 including a Neighborhood Council committee 
meeting and a Neighborhood Council meeting, and no objections to the proposed improvements to the pavilion 
and plaza areas were received.

Other major open air entertainment venues in the City are similarly located in proximity to residential zones 
or uses. For example, the Hollywood Bowl, Greek Theater, and John Anson Ford Theater have residential 
uses within 200 to 900 feet of the venue, significantly closer than Dodger Stadium. Throughout the City, maj or 
activity centers such as malls, offices, and venues are located adjacent to residential areas.

In addition, despite the fact that no unusual circumstances exist, the Project would not result in any significant 
impacts. The record contains evidence that the Project will have no impacts related to traffic, construction 
noise, operational noise, biological resources, light or other impacts.

The record contains a traffic impact analysis that finds that the net new number of truck deliveries and 
employee vehicular trips to/from the Project is less than 0.1% of existing traffic levels and would not be 
anticipated to create any significant impact. Even if the retail and food service areas were conservatively 
treated as independent land uses, the Project would not generate sufficient net new traffic to result in a 
significant transportation impact and would not meet the LADOT criteria for requiring a transportation study. 
Further, the Project will not alter existing access points or patron circulation on public streets. The Project will 
not change the number of parking spaces provided and the Project improvements will not increase the parking 
demand, due to the fact that the improvements only serve existing patrons with game tickets.

The record contains evidence that Project construction will not create any significant impacts. Regarding 
construction traffic, construction is planned primarily during the off-season and existing roadway capacity is 
more than adequate to accommodate the estimated construction equipment and hauling trips. Regarding 
construction noise, the Project would comply with all applicable City regulations related to noise. The Project 
will comply with LAMC Section 41.40, and will use mufflers, shields, sound barriers and/or other noise 
reduction devices or techniques during construction to the extent technically feasible pursuant to LAMC 
Section 112.05. Therefore, the Project will not result in any significant impacts related to construction noise.

The Project lighting, signage and sound system have been designed to minimize impacts to off site areas. 
Evidence in the record demonstrates that new signage light levels will be below City standards and that the 
new speaker system is designed to reduce off site sound spillage below existing levels.

Therefore, the Project will not result in any significant impacts.

(d) Scenic Highways. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may result in damage 
to scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, historic buildings, rock outcroppings, or similar 
resources, within a highway officially designated as a state scenic highway. This does not apply to 
improvements which are required as mitigation by an adopted negative declaration or certified EIR.

This exception does not apply to the Project. The Project site is not located within a designated scenic 
highway, and no designated scenic highways are located within the vicinity of the Project site. Therefore, the 
Project would not damage any scenic resources within an officially designated state scenic highway, and this 
exception would not apply to the Project.

(e) Hazardous Waste Sites. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project located on a site which 
is included on any list compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code.

This exception does not apply to the Project. The California Department of Toxic Substances Control 
(DTSC) and the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) each maintain a database (EnviroStor and 
GeoTracker, respectively) that provides access to detailed information on hazardous waste sites and their 
cleanup status. EnviroStor is the Department of Toxic Substances Control's data management system for 
tracking cleanup, permitting, enforcement and investigation efforts at hazardous waste facilities and sites with 
known contamination or sites where there may be reasons to investigate further. EnviroStor focuses on 
hazardous waste facilities and sites with known contamination or sites with possible reason for further
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investigation. GeoTracker contains records for sites that require cleanup, such as Leaking Underground 
Storage Tank Sites, Department of Defense Sites, and Cleanup Program Sites. GeoTracker also contains 
records for various unregulated projects, as well as permitted facilities including Irrigated Lands, Oil and Gas 
production, operating Permitted USTs, and Land Disposal Sites. A search of the GeoTracker and EnviroStor 
environmental databases determined that the Project is not included on any list compiled pursuant to Section 
65962.5 of the Government Code.3,4 Therefore, this exception would not apply to the Project.

(f) Historical Resources. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may cause a 
substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource.

This exception does not apply to the Project. The scope of work for the Project does not involve work that 
would demolish or significantly impact the appearance or architectural features of the stadium. The minor 
additions to the stadium are designed to enhance the patron experience and ensure the stadium is up to date 
and code compliant in its provision of amenities and services. Therefore, the Project would not change the 
significance of a historic resource, and this exception would not apply to the Project.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

The Project is exempt from CEQA per the provisions of the Class 1, Class 3, Class 5, Class 11 and Class 23 
Categorical Exemptions. Additionally, none of the exceptions to the exemption in Section 15300.2 of the 
CEQA Guidelines apply. The Project would not result in any adverse project level or cumulative impacts. 
Therefore, the Project qualifies for the CEQA exemption, and no further environmental review under CEQA 
is necessary.

3 Department of Toxic Substances Control, EnviroStor, https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/, accessed September 30, 2019. 
Department of Toxic Substances Control, GeoTracker, https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/, accessed September 30, 2019.4
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