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To: 

City Council of Los Angeles 

200 N Spring Street 

Los Angeles, CA  

 

From: 

Housing is a Human Right 

6500 Sunset Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90028 

 

7/15/2019 

 

RE: SUPPORT FOR COUNCILMAN RYU’S AND BONIN’S MOTION(S) 

 

Honorable City Council, 

 

 We are sending this letter in support of two motions made by Councilmember Ryu and 

Bonin in regard to addressing our current housing crisis. HHR has always claimed that we will 

never be able to build our way out of our current crisis. Our homeless numbers are increasing as 

are the vacancy rates city wide. The construction of market rate housing has done nothing to 

alleviate the burden on our working-class renter families.  

 

Ryu and Bonin have both introduced motions that we feel would address the source of the 

homeless crisis gripping the city. According to the most recent homeless count published by 

LAHSA, the overwhelming population of our homeless are not chronic. The overwhelming 

majority of our homeless do not have mental health or substance dependency issues. This means 

the overwhelming majority of our homeless were removed from housing they had and forced 

into a rental market they couldn’t afford.  

 

The Ellis Act was intended for small property owners to be able to retire from the rental market 

and into the property they owned. It was not intended for overseas conglomerates to purchase our 

housing and displace the tenants. Unfortunately, we have seen a dramatic increase of Ellis Act 

abuse which no one addressed until now. Ellis should not be invoked by anyone who is not a 

natural person, or anyone who owns more than two rental properties. 

 

We also have seen homeless camped out in front of new luxury buildings who remain dark at 

night due to no one living in them. It is not logical that at a time of increasing homeless numbers 

that developers should prefer to keep rents high and units vacant in order to hopefully get higher 

rent paying tenants in the unit eventually, especially when almost 40% 1of the city population 
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makes minimum wage. We just don’t have a large part of our population that can afford the 

market rate prices. 

 

In closing, we support the motions brought forth by Councilmember Ryu and Bonin to address to 

two major facets of the homelessness/housing crisis gripping our city. This crisis is more easily 

defined as “More rents, more tents”. What we don’t have is more time. We urge City Council to 

agendize both of these motions on the necessary committees as quickly as possible so they can 

be either implemented or made ready for the 2020 ballot.  

 

Thank you for your time, 

 

Housing is a Human Right 


