
Herb J. Wesson, Jr.
COUNCILMEMBER, 10TH DISTRICT

President, Los Angeles City Council

October 29,2019

Honorable Marqueece Harris-Dawson, Chair 
Planning and Land Use Management Committee 
Room 340, City Hall

Dear Councilmember Harris-Dawson and Committee Members:

The housing stock in South LA consists of older single and multi-family structures on property zoned to 
accommodate higher densities. Coupled with Density Bonus and TOC incentives, these communities feel 
added pressure to develop.

The average household size in historic South Los Angeles (4.1) is far greater than the citywide average 
(2.6). To prevent the outright displacement of families in South Los Angeles and families across the City, 
while accommodating for much needed housing, housing policies must address the need to maintain 
existing housing typologies to ensure families can remain in their communities.

As we accept greater densities in our communities, amenities for residents should be generous, accessible, 
and provide for enhanced quality of life I therefore propose the following:

1. Replacement of “kind for kind”. Where existing housing stock consists of 2 or more bedrooms, 
and which are proposed to be demolished, all projects must replace the equivalent number of 
units with 2 or more bedrooms. These units will not be calculated towards density or floor area of 
a proposed project. Rents for RSO units shall be set at the amount at the time the RSO units were 
removed from the rental market, with allowable increases permitted by HCID for each year the 
RSO unit was off the market and/or under construction.

2. Projects which do not propose to utilize DB, TOC, or are otherwise 100% market-rate, shall be 
required to set aside a minimum of 30% of the units for families possessing Section 8 vouchers 
for a period of 25 years.

3. Projects that provide a minimum of 40% of 2 or more bedrooms within a project, and which 
utilize DB and TOC, shall receive an equivalent bonus in floor area, irrespective of any existing 
underlying limitation by a Specific Plan, Overlay Zone, CPIO, or other restriction. The 2 
bedroom units shall be subject to City’s Affordable Housing guidelines together with all other 
units in the project.

4. Open Space. For projects that provide a minimum of 40% or more of 2 or more bedrooms within 
a project, any open space (covered or uncovered), active or passive recreation areas, as well as 
dog runs, landscaped and/or rooftop areas, or other amenities that are accessible to all residents

City Hall Office: 200 North Spring Street, Room 430 • Los Angeles, California 90012 • Phone: (213) 473-7010 • Fax: (213) 485-9829 
District Office: 1819 South Western Avenue • Los Angeles, California 90006 • Phone: (323) 733-8233 • Fax: (323) 733-5833

E-mail: councilmember.wesson@lacity.org

mailto:councilmember.wesson@lacity.org


(not including required common areas, including bathrooms, mail rooms, storage, utility areas, 
trash areas, etc.), shall not be counted towards floor area.
Section 8. Establish a program that further incentivizes and promotes a dedicated number of units 
in TOC, DB, or other mixed-income projects to households with Section 8 vouchers for a period 
of time, such as 15 years.
Anti-Displacement Zone: Radius shall be 1 mile.
Tenant Relocation Plan. For projects and households within the Ant-Displacement Zone, modify 
HCID’s tenant relocation forms and policies to identify the type of units (number of bedrooms 
and square footage) proposed to be removed from the rental market, to gather information about 
the number of individuals in the household, income, rent, length of tenancy, primary and 
secondary contact information, etc. The tenant information shall be made available on a 
web-based digital platform where tenants will be immediately notified of available restricted 
covenanted units, units eligible for first right of refusal, housing that meets their criteria for unit 
size, income, etc. This tenant portal shall be used to connect tenants to real time information on 
housing being developed in their area, rental applications, and information on applying for and 
securing Section 8 vouchers.

5.

6.

7.

Sincerely,

HERB J. WESSON Jr.
President, Los Angeles City Council 
10th Council District


