
California Native Plant Societ~ 
Los Angeles/ Santa Monica Mountains Chapter 

15811 Leadwell St., Van Nuys, CA 91406 
January 24, 2020 

Public Works & Gang Reduction Committee 
c/o Ms Holly L. Wolcott, City Clerk 
City ofLos Angeles 
Planning Commission 
200 N. Spring St. 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

RE: CEQA Appeal for Project Located at 114 72 West Laurelcrest Drive, Council file 1 9-1134, BPW-
2019-0508 

Honorable Council Members: 

On behalf of the California Native Plant Society, Los Angeles/Santa Monica Mountains Chapter, I am 
writing to ask you to support the appeal of the Board of Public Work's determination that the tree removal 
permit for this property is categorically exempt from environmental review. We are supporting the appeal 
because of the environmental sensitivity of the natural resources on the site. We agree with the appellants 
(the Community Forest Advisory Committee, the Hillside Federation and the Santa Monica Mountains 
Conservancy) concerning this appeal and urge you to support the appeal and require that an adequate 
environmental review be done before the proposed project can be considered for approval. We 
understand that even the Board of Public Works own chairman has objected to the project and the 
issuance of a tree removal permit for the property. 

We note that there are several old-growth oaks on the property which will be removed or adversely 
impacted should the project go forward. Destroying an old native oak tree is akin to cutting down a coast 
redwood or a bristlecone pine. This destruction cannot be mitigated - each tree supports hundreds of 
other organisms as well as sequestering huge amounts of carbon. Other trees on the property (e.g., black 
walnuts) also have protected status. What good is a City Protected Tree Ordinance if it allows rubber 
stamping of native tree removal without careful review? 

The California Native Plant Society is a non-profit organization of over 10,000 laypersons and 
professional botanists with 35 statewide chapters. Our mission is to increase the understanding and 
appreciation of California's native plants and to conserve them in their natural habitats through education, 
science, advocacy, horticulture and stewardship. For many years, we have worked tirelessly to protect the 
native flora of our area and oppose efforts to enable unsustainable development in the region. This 
project does not contribute to the environmental health of our City and would mean yet another hit on our 
increasingly rare urban forest. We urge you to give the native protected trees on the Laurelcrest Drive 
property a chance at survival. 
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