
HOMELESSNESS AND POVERT

MOTION

The City of Los Angeles and the state of California’s homelessness crisis demands 
immediate and comprehensive solutions that treats this issue as the dire emergency that it is. 
With more than 58,000 homeless individuals living in Los Angeles County and more than 36,000 
in the City of Los Angeles, we must approach this crisis from ail sides: prevention; investments 
in rapid rehousing and permanent supportive housing; alternative approaches to housing like 
shared housing; and streamlining of regulations, permitting, and other hurdles to building this 
necessary shelter.

The state of California is addressing this in tandem with the City. The state legislature 
recently passed several bills to combat homelessness across the state, and particularly in Los 
Angeles. AB 1197 provides a California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) exemption for 
supportive housing and shelters in the City of Los Angeles. SB 450 provides a CEQA exemption 
until January 2025 for hotels converted to supportive housing. SB 744 provides a CEQA 
exemption for supportive housing and No Place Like Home projects.

These new state laws will streamline the production of shelter and supportive housing 
units to move people out of homelessness and into housing more quickly, with potentially 
wide-ranging implications for the City of Los Angeles. The City must expeditiously take up these 
new laws and align our policies and procedures to maximize impact of these needed reforms.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Homeless Coordinator, in consultation with the Chief 
Legislative Analyst, City Administrative Officer, Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority, and 
the Housing Department be directed to report on the anticipated impact the reforms created by 
AB 1997, SB 450, and SB 744 will have on expediting housing and shelter in Los Angeles.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Planning Department, in consultation with the Chief 

Legislative Analyst and City Attorney, be directed to report on any ordinance revisions or 

citywide process changes necessary to avail ourselves of the new authority granted by these 

laws.
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