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Eric Garcetti 
Mayor

August 14, 2019

Honorable Members of the City Council
c/o City Clerk
City Hall, Room 395

Honorable Members:

Subject to your confirmation, I have appointed Mr. Gideon Kracov to the Civil and 
Human Rights Commission for the term ending June 30, 2024.

I certify that in my opinion Mr. Kracov is qualified for the work that will devolve upon him, 
and that I make the appointment solely in the interest of the City.

Sincerely,

-V- 7^
ERIC GARCETTI 
Mayor
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Attachment



COMMISSION APPOINTMENT FORM

Gideon Kracov
Civil and Human Rights Commission
6/30/2024

Name:
Commission: 
End of Term:

Appointee Information

1. Race/ethnicity: Caucasian

2. Gender: Male

3. Council district and neighborhood of residence: 1 - East

4. Are you a registered voter? Yes

5. Prior commission experience:

6. Highest level of education completed: J.D., Berkeley Law, University of California

7. Occupation/profession: Attorney

8. Experience(s) that qualifies person for appointment: See attached resume

9. Purpose of this appointment: New Commission

10. Current composition of the commission (excluding appointee):



Gideon Kracov
Mr. Kracov is a lawyer in private practice in Los 
Angeles, where he represents clients in civil law, 
environmental and land use cases. His work 
includes high-stakes litigation and complex 
regulatory matters. Mr. Kracov offers experience 
honed by work for diverse business, labor and non
profit clients, and as a government lawyer. He has 
served for over a decade as General Counsel of 
the California Waste and Recycling Association, a 
trade organization including the region's leading 
recycling and waste management companies.F Mr. Kracov is a Los Angeles Magazine Southern 
California Super Lawyer, a designation limited to the 

top 5 percent of lawyers in the region. In a 2009 profile, the authoritative lawyers 
Daily Journal recognized that in the "world of environmental politics, Kracov has 
managed to obtain credibility with all parties, perhaps the highest currency."

Previously, Mr. Kracov served as a Deputy Los Angeles City Attorney where he 
counseled the Departments of Planning and Sanitation. He was on the team that 
negotiated the $168 million settlement to remove trash from the Los Angeles River 
and he advised the City's contaminated property redevelopment program. Before 
his public sector work, Mr. Kracov practiced at Rose, Klein & Marias LLP, a trial 
law firm. There he handled toxic tort and environmental matters that helped shape 
these areas of the law.

Mr. Kracov started his legal career at the prominent Los Angeles firm Weston, 
Benshoof LLP (now Alston & Bird LLP), where his practice involved tort defense 
for Fortune 500 clients.

Pro-Bono and Community Activities:
Mr. Kracov served as 2014-2015 Chair of the State Bar of California Environmental 
Law Section. Elected by his peers to that role, he led education and program 
activities on behalf of the Section's 2,500+ environmental lawyer members.

From 2015 to 2018, he served as a Governor's appointee and Chair of the 
California Mining and Geology Board that oversees the State's interests in seismic 
hazards, mineral resources and mine reclamation. In that role, the California 
Construction and Industrial Materials Association observed that Mr. Kracov was 
“credited with amazing energy and passion toward this Board and its mission.” He 
also chaired the California Department of Toxic Substances Control Independent



Review Panel tasked with recommending improvements to the agency's 
permitting, enforcement, outreach and fiscal management. From 2007 to 2011, 
Mr. Kracov served as Vice-Chair of the Los Angeles Proposition O Bond 
Committee administering $500 million to protect the City's rivers and beaches. He 
also was a Governor's appointee and Acting Chair of the State Committee 
supervising California's vehicle smog check program. Currently, Mr. Kracov sits on 
the Los Angeles County Integrated Solid Waste Management Task Force that 
reviews plans for facility development and coordinates recycling and waste policy 
within the County. Mr. Kracov also is an alternate member of the South Coast Air 
Quality Management District Hearing Board.

The Consumer Attorneys of California have recognized Mr. Kracov as a "Street 
Fighter" finalist for his success lawyering difficult public interest cases. He has 
particular experience in environmental public interest litigation at the United States- 
Mexico border region.

He has served on the board of directors of non-profits Communities for a Better 
Environment, Los Angeles Grand Performances, the Waverly School, the 
Progressive Jewish Alliance and the Salvadoran American Leadership Education 
Fund. In 2019, Mr. Kracov proudly coached the Loyola Law School team to first 
place in the 20th Annual California Lawyers Association Environmental Law 
Student Negotiation Competition.

In 2001, Mr. Kracov was one of the "emerging leaders from the United States" 
selected for a German Marshall Fund Memorial Fellowship to foster transatlantic 
relationships among "those capable of affecting real and lasting change.”
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Eric Garcetti 
Mayor

August 14, 2019

Dear Mr. Kracov:

I am pleased to inform you that I hereby appoint you to the Civil and Human Rights 
Commission for the term ending June 30, 2024. In order to complete the process as 
quickly as possible, there are several steps that must be taken, many of which require 
visiting City Hall. If you require parking during these procedures, please call Claudia 
Luna in my office at (213) 978-0621 to make arrangements for you.

To begin the appointment process, please review, sign and return the enclosed 
Remuneration Form, Undated Separation Forms, Background Check Release and 
Information Sheet within one week of receiving this letter. These documents are 
necessary to ensuring the most efficient, open and accountable City government 
possible. Further, Mayor’s Office policy requires you to be fingerprinted as part of the 
background check that is done on all potential Commissioners. To do so, please bring 
this letter to the Background Unit of Employment Services Division, Personnel 
Department Building, 700 East Temple Street, Room 235, Los Angeles, California 
90012. The division phone number is (213) 473-9343. Fingerprints must be taken 
within three working days from the receipt of this letter.

Under separate cover you will be receiving a packet from the City Ethics Commission 
containing information about the City’s conflict of interest laws and a copy of the State 
Form 700/Statement of Economic Interests. You are required to complete and return 
this form within 21 days of your nomination to the City Ethics Commission, 200 North 
Spring Street, City Hall, 24th Floor, Los Angeles, California 90012. Any inquiries 
regarding this form should be directed to Nicole Enriquez at the Ethics Commission at 
(213) 978-1960.



Mr. Gideon Kracov 
August 14, 2019 
Page 2

As part of the City Council confirmation process, you will need to meet with Gilbert 
Cedillo, your Councilmember, and the Chair of the Immigrant Affairs, Civil Rights, and 
Equity Committee, to answer any questions he may have. You will be hearing from a 
City Council committee clerk who will let you know when your appointment will be 
considered by the Immigrant Affairs, Civil Rights, and Equity Committee. Sometime 
thereafter, you will be notified by the committee clerk when your appointment will be 
presented to the full City Council for confirmation. Once you are confirmed, you will be 
required to take the oath of office in the City Clerk’s Office in Room 395 of City Hall. 
Claudia Luna will assist you during the confirmation process if you have questions.

Commissioners must be residents of the City of Los Angeles. If you move at any point 
during your term, have any changes in your telephone numbers, or in the future plan to 
resign (resignation must be put in writing), please contact my office immediately.

Congratulations and thank you for agreeing to serve the people of Los Angeles.

Sincerely,

^-7-
ERIC GARCETTI 
Mayor

EG:dlg



Attachment I 
Mr. Gideon Kracov 
August 14, 2019

Nominee Check List

I. Within three days:

Get fingerprinted to complete a background check.
No appointment is necessary. Bring the Mayor’s letter to:
Background Unit of Employment Services Division, Personnel 
Department Building, 700 East Temple Street, Room 235, Los Angeles, 
California 90012. Phone: (213) 473-9343.

II. Within seven days:

Mail or email the following forms to: Claudia Luna, Office of the Mayor, Office of 
Legislative and External Affairs, City Hall, 200 N. Spring Street, Los Angeles, CA 
90012 or email: Claudia.Luna@lacity.org.

Remuneration Form

Undated Separation Forms

Background Check Release

Commissioner Information Sheet/Voluntary Statistics

III. Within 21 days:

File the following forms with the City Ethics Commission. If you are required to 
file, you will receive these forms via email from that office.

Statement of Economic Interest (“Form 700”)
IMPORTANT: The City Council will not consider your nomination until 
your completed form is reviewed by the Ethics Commission.

CEC Form 60

As soon as possible, the Mayor’s Office will schedule a meeting with you and:IV.

Your City Councilmember Gilbert Cedillo

Staff in the Mayor’s Office will assist you with these arrangements.

mailto:Claudia.Luna@lacity.org

