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The Members of the Housing Committee, 
The Honorable Gil Cedillo 
The Honorable Paul Krekorian 
The Honorable Marquees-Harris Dawson

Dear Councilmembers:

Housing is a human right, and today Los Angeles has an opportunity to further that 
principle. Together, our organizations write to you in firm support of items 5 and 6 on your 
agenda, which strengthen protections for renters in Los Angeles and further statewide 
policy. Together, our organizations have over 100 years of experience in helping working-class 
people of color that continually face economic and social pressures that result from historic 
disinvestment and narrow government interest.

In 2017, the city passed 4 million residents - a milestone that is placed into context by a 2016 study 
from the US Census Bureau showing that approximately 64% of all Los Angeles residents 
rent. And, Los Angeles is a city of immigrants, with neighborhoods from Little Armenia to Korea 
Town, and Historic Filipino Town to Westlake; immigrants are renters, and renters are 
immigrants.

Los Angeles must continue leading the state and nation by creatively working around limitations 
built within the law while pushing the envelope - what the City says and does, matters. Item 5, 
MOTION O’Farrell-Martinez directs the creation of a method to track “tenancy - in - common 
units - properties that have gone through the Ellis act and could, if not appropriately monitored, 
further displace current renters or illegally allow home-sharing. Item 6, MOTION O’Farrell- 
Krekorian-Price is urgently needed: AB 1482(Chui) has no mechanism for adjudication of cases 
and lacks enforcement. The adoption of these items means that the City of Los Angeles is taking 
a strong leadership step in guaranteeing that the resources of the City are there to help.
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We hope that these policies are considered and moved forward, maintaining the strong leadership 
that the City has demonstrated on behalf of almost two-thirds of Angelenos.

Kind regards,

Salvadoran American Leadership & Educational Fund 

Clinica Monsenor Oscar A. Romero

Center for Human Rights and Constitutional Law


