
LOS ANGELES AREA
»)’ CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

June 29, 2020

Los Angeles City Council 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: Council File #19-1263: Supplement Environmental Impact Report for Berths 97-109 
(China Shipping) Container Terminal Project

Dear Honorable City Council:

On behalf of the 244,000 businesses in Los Angeles of which 1,400 are member companies of 
the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce (Chamber), I am writing in support of the Board of 
Harbor Commissioner’s decision to certify the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report 
(SEIR) for the China Shipping terminal. The Chamber urges you to uphold their decision and 
deny the appeal.

By certifying this SEIR, the Council will help keep our economy moving forward. The China 
Shipping terminal supports 200 longshore and trucking jobs. Fifteen percent of the Port of Los 
Angeles’ cargo volumes flow through this terminal and support 80,000 direct and indirect jobs in 
the region. Given the economic turmoil that we are in due to COVID-19, it is important that the 
Council provide certainty where it can. This is one such project.

Additionally, this SEIR establishes one of the greenest conventional terminals in the world by 
replacing infeasible or unattainable goals with achievable mitigation measures that will better 
serve those who live in the community and work in at the terminal. Through this SEIR, Los 
Angeles has an opportunity for a $2 million greenhouse gas reduction fund and investment in 
critical infrastructure to support the transition to zero emission vehicles. Failure to certify the 
EIR will most certainly result cargo diversion away from Los Angeles to terminals with less 
stringent environmental practices or to automated terminals.

For these reasons, the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce urge your support for the SEIR. 
Thank you for your consideration and if you have questions please contact Kendal Asuncion, 
Manager of Public Policy, at (213) 580-7518 or kasuncion@lachamber.com. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Maria Salinas 
President & CEO
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