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I am writing in support of the neighborhood volunteer effort to gain Historic Cultural Monument (HCM) 
protection for the vintage 1930s duplex at 1054-1056 South Orange Grove Ave.

In March of this year, the Cultural Heritage Commission supported our efforts and found:

- The Walter Bollenbacher Duplex “exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or 
social history of the nation, state, city or community” as representing 1930s working class housing.

- The Walter Bollenbacher Duplex “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method 
of construction” as an exemplary one-over-one Grand Stair Duplex in the French Norman Revival architectural 
style.

South Orange Grove is a reflection of the architectural and cultural heritage that contributes to the City’s rich 
social and cultural life. Located in the middle of the block, the Walter Bollenbacher Duplex is a key component 
in the historic integrity of this very beautiful and notable block of two-story apartment homes in the Wilshire 
Vista neighborhood. This duplex was purchased last year by developers who plan to demolish this historic 
building and construct a five or six-story apartment, which will be both starkly disproportionate in scale and 
negatively contrast in appearance to the existing neighborhood.

The 1054-56 South Orange Grove property is a keystone in its central location on that block. As a contributing 
SurveyLA structure and as part of a cohesive whole of a historic multi-family neighborhood, it is worthy of 
historic preservation. The Walter Bollenbacher Duplex is also within the proposed National Registry of Historic 
Places historic district, a neighborhood effort (called Save Wilshire Vista) to place 112 historic properties on this 
prestigious registry that would create an additional layer of protection for them. But until the National Registry of 
Historic Places is approved sometime in 2020, this property is in immediate danger of destruction.

The demolition of this duplex and replacement with a high-rise apartment would deal a blow to the historic and 
visual integrity of this very beautiful block, with its extraordinary duplexes and uniquely designed small multi
family apartment homes.

In addition to their architectural significance, these desirable working class neighborhoods also embody the 
post-World War II history marking the transition from white-only, Protestant-only, segregated Los Angeles 
developments to the integrated and ethnically diverse community we enjoy today.

The historic quality of our neighborhood is among the most significant and contains truly irreplaceable, beautiful 
examples of Spanish Colonial Revival, Art Deco, and Normandy Revival architecture in Los Angeles. With its 
high pitched roofline, leaded glass windows, ornate iron work, and the distinctive tiles on the stairs, the Walter 
Bollenbacher Duplex stands as an example of Southern California architecture worthy of saving.

We urge the Planning and Land Use Committee to ensure this property (and its contextual district) is preserved 
by supporting the neighborhood HCM nomination for The Walter Bollenbacher Duplex at 1054-56 South 
Orange Grove.

Respectfully

Rosina Jacobs 
Stanley Avenue 90019 
Wilshire Vista
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