Office of the City Engineer
Los Angeles, California
To the Public Works and Gang Reduction Committee
Of the Honorable Council
Of the City of Los Angeles

April 21, 2020

Honorable Members:

C. D. No. 8

SUBJECT:
Temporary Closure of Alley westerly of Western Avenue between 67th Street and 68th
Street - Council File No. 19-1288
RECOMMENDATIONS:
A.

That the street as shown on the attached sketch, subject to the conditions contained
herein, be temporarily closed pursuant to State Vehicle Code Section 21101.4 for a
period of eighteen (18) months upon Council approval.

B.

That the City Council find that this is categorically exempt under Article III, Class
5, of the Los Angeles City Guidelines for the implementation of the California
Environmental Quality Act of 1970.

C.

That the City Council adopt the accompanying Resolution signed by the City
Attorney.

D.

That the City Council adopt the following findings:
1.

There is substantial evidence of serious and continual criminal activities in the
street recommended for temporary closure.

2. The temporary closure of the street will reduce the criminal activity in the
area.
3. The street does not provide necessary vehicular or pedestrian access to
adjacent properties but affected property owners have agreed to the temporary
closure.
4.

The closure will not adversely affect traffic flow, safety on adjacent streets or
in the surrounding neighborhoods, operation of emergency vehicles, and
performance of municipal or public utility services.
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5. Vehicular and pedestrian traffic on the street contribute to the criminal
activities.
6. The street has not been designated as a through highway or arterial street.
E.

That notification of the time and place on the Public Works and Gang Reduction
committee meeting to consider this request be sent to:
1.

Archila, Silvia
1814 W 67th St
Los Angeles, CA 90047

2. Gutierrez, Arianna
1815 W 68th St
Los Angeles, CA 90047
3. Debose, George L Jr Tr
204 W 43rd St
Los Angeles, CA 90037
4. Mount Tabor Missionary Baptist
6614 S Western Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90047
5. Councilman Marqueece Harris-Dawson
Eighth Council District
Attn: Rachel Brashier
200 N. Spring Street, Room 450
Los Angeles, CA 90012

LISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT:
The Bureau of Engineering is absorbing the cost of processing the request in the
approximate amount of $5,000.00. Maintenance of the public easement by City forces
will be eliminated.
TRANSMITTALS:
1.

Exhibit A indicating the area to be temporarily closed.

2.

Consent Petition.

3.

Motion from Council District No. 8, adopted by City Council on December 10,
2019, under Council File No. 19-1288.
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4.

Letter from the Police Department, dated February 4, 2020.

5.

Draft of Resolution for Temporary Street closure.
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CONDITIONS:
1.

That any gates to be installed to effectuate a physical closure of the street area
together with the gate locations be approved by the Fire Department, the Los
Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP), the Department of
Transportation and the Bureau of Sanitation’s Wastewater Collection Systems
Division and be done under “A Permit” issued by the City Engineer and be
installed at no cost to the City.

2.

A bracket is supplied for an “I” Master Lock in series with the petitioner’s lock
for LADWP Power Transmission and Distribution Business Unit (PT&DBU)
access.

3.

The locking device is approved by the PT&DBU.

4.

The petitioners call the Electric Trouble Foreman at (213) 367-5813, for
confirming information on the bracket and lock.

5.

The gate must be wide enough for access by Department trucks and equipment.

6.

That the keys to any gates to be installed be provided to all affected City
Departments and Public Utility Companies.

7.

That the closed area be physically closed within 6 months of Council approval of
the temporary closure or the approval be rescinded.

8.

That the petitioners agree to remove the gates/fences upon termination of the
allowed closure period at no cost to the City,

DISCUSSION:
On December 10, 2019, under Council File No. 19-1288, a motion from Council District
No. 8 was adopted by the City Council directing the City Engineer to initiate proceedings
to close the alley westerly of Western Avenue between 67th Street and 68th Street. The
motion stated “The alley adjacent to 1815 West 68* Street, located between W. 67th and
W. 68th Streets (North-South), has become a public nuisance. The residents and
businesses abutting the alley have reported ongoing public safety issues at this site,
including illegal dumping, prostitution, gang violence, and drug use. The property owners
adjacent to the alley have requested that this alley be closed and are willing to assume
responsibility for its maintenance”.
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Commanding Officer, Michael W. Odle, Captain of Los Angeles Police Department in a
letter dated February 4, 2020 stated “1 am requesting to have the alley at 1815 West 68th
Street secured to stop the traffic and problems that continue at this location. This location
has been reported in the past as a problem area. The complaints from the community and
business owners are the prostitutes, the narcotic activity, fights and illegal dumping.”
“Members of the community have also been a target for Burglary from Motor Vehicle
and break ins. There is a heavy magnet for graffiti that draws the gangs to the alley to tag
over and over on the walls.”
“1 feel completely convinced that the community and business owners would appreciate
this solution and would see an immediate change.”
Conclusion:
The temporary closure of the alley westerly of Western Avenue between 67th Street and
68th Street is feasible subject to the conditions of this report.

Report prepared by:
Permit Case Management Division

Respectfully submitted,

Sean Mizan
Civil Engineering Associate

Bert Moklebust, P.E.
Principal Civil Engineer
Permit Case Management Division
Bureau of Engineering

BM/SM
PCM

