
 

November 26, 2019 
 
Office of the City Clerk  
200 N. Spring Street City Hall - Room 360  
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Support – Local Homelessness State of Emergency / Expanded Executive Powers 

To whom it may concern, 

Abundant Housing LA is committed to education and advocacy on the affordability, livability, and 

sustainability benefits of more housing. We want lower rents and a more sustainable and prosperous 

region, where everyone has more choices of where to live and how to pursue their dreams. Density, 

when well planned, can enhance the social and economic life of the city. 

We support the motion by Councilmember Ryu to declare a Homelessness State of Emergency and have 
the City Attorney draft an ordinance for the Mayor to suspend any ordinances or zoning regulations that 
would hinder the siting of homeless housing, safe parking, or public restrooms; and the creation of the 
Homelessness Response Division to integrate different city departments. 

It is important to expedite supportive housing for our unhoused neighbors, but there are immediate 
things that can be done in providing sanitation for those currently on the streets and safe parking for 
those in their vehicles, as well as provide winter shelter for the unhoused. With the winter rains coming 
very soon meeting these needs are critical. The Mayor's office needs to be given the flexibility to work 
around city regulations that prevent their siting. It should be noted that the City will remain compliant 
with all state and federal laws governing these issues, so there remains public protection of both the 
unhoused clients and those living and working in the surrounding areas. The Homelessness Response 
Division will, provided the staff have enough authority, allow for the breaking of silos between the 
different departments. 

While we support this motion, the execution of the details will be important. However, this will be a 
good step to break apart the siloing of city departments and the 15 council districts, and create a single 
point of accountability for the homelessness crisis at the Mayor's office. 

Thank you. 

Best wishes, 

Leonora Camner 

Leonora Camner 
Managing Director 
Abundant Housing LA 

 


