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November 19, 2019

Los Angeles City Council 
c/o Office of the City Clerk 
City Hall, Room 395 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Attention: PLUM Committee

Dear Honorable Members:

BRYSON APARTMENTS, HCM #653; 2701-2715 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD; 637 SOUTH RAMPART 
BOULEVARD; CHC-1998-6207-HCM-CC1; CD-1

At its meeting of November 7, 2019, the Cultural Heritage Commission took the actions below to amend 
the boundary of Historic-Cultural Monument #653, subject to adoption by the City Council:

Determined that the proposed designation is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) pursuant to Article 5, Section 15061 (b)(3) of the State CEQA Guidelines;
Recommended that City Council consider and amend the boundary of Historic-Cultural Monument 
#653 to exclude Lot 10 of the Resubdivision of the Southerly 37 1/2 Feet of Lot 7 and Lots 8, 9 and 
10 Block 8 Wilshire Boulevard Tract; and
Adopted the attached findings as the findings of the Commission.

1.

2.

3.

The Commission vote was as follows:

Moved: Milofsky
Seconded: Kennard 
Ayes: Barron, Buelna, Kanner

Vote: 5-0

Jatfies K;. Williams, Commission Executive Assistant II 
Cultural Heritage Commission
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The Cultural Heritage Commission would appreciate your inclusion of the subject property to the list of Historic- 
Cultural Monuments.

Time for Council to Act: The Commission action is hereby transmitted to the City Council for consideration. 
Pursuant to Section 22.171.10(f) of the Los Angeles Administrative Code, the Council may approve or disapprove 
in whoie or in part an application or initiation for a proposed designation of a Monument. The Council shall act in 
90-days of the public hearing held before the Commission on the proposed designation. The City Council may 
unilaterally extend the 90-day time limit to act for a maximum of 15 days for good cause. With written consent of 
the owner, the time for the City Council to act may be extended by up to an additional 60 days. If the Council does 
not act on the application or initiation within this specified time limit, the application or initiation to designate a 
Monument shall be deemed to have been denied.

Enclosure: Findings
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findings

Staff finds that the surface parking lot was not historically associated with the 10-story apartment 
building and is not a character-defining feature, and therefore the amendment of the boundary to 
exclude this lot would not impact the significance of the Bryson Apartments Historic-Cultural 
Monument.

PISCUSSm-QF.fACTS

At the time that the Bryson Apartment building was constructed, the adjacent lot, then a separate 
parcel, was occupied by two single-family residences erected in approximately 1905. In 1921, the 
two single-family residences were relocated, and the parcel was purchased by F.W. Braun 
Properties, Incorporated, the entity that owned the Bryson Apartments at the time.

While the use of the parcel is not known, based on historic photographs submitted by the 
applicant, it appears that there may have been a lawn. However, by the 1950s, the open space 
area was converted to a surface parking lot as it appears today. Although the parking lot and 
apartment building has been continuously under a single owner since 1922, they were held up 
until at least 1962 as separate parcels, Assessor Parcel Number 5141-010-006 (parking lot) and 
Assessor Parcel Number 5141-010-005 (apartment building). The two parcels were merged into 
one parcel, Assessor Parcel Number 5141-010-007, at an unknown date.

The Bryson Apartments historically had a dedicated parking structure to the north at 623 South 
Rampart Boulevard, but it was demolished in 2005 and replaced with an existing multi-family 
residential building.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS

The City of Los Angeles has determined based on the whole of the administrative record, that 
substantial evidence supports that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to State of 
California CEQA Guidelines, Article 5, Section 15061(b)(3):

The activity is covered by the general rule that CEQA applies only to projects which 
have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment. Where it can 
be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may 
have a significant effect on the environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA.

The amendment of the boundary of Historic-Cultural Monument # 653, the Bryson Apartments, in 
accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) 
will not require any construction activities, change the use or intensity of the existing site to create 
a physical environmental impact, and would not lead to any direct or reasonably foreseeable 
indirect physical environmental impacts. Therefore, the amendment of the boundary does not 
have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment and is not subject to CEQA.


