
PUBLIC WORKS & GANG REDUCTIOK

MOTION

Council District 9 has three pedestrian tunnels, iocated at 52nd Street and Hoover Street, 
52nd Street and Vermont Avenue, and 61st Street and Figueroa Street, that were formerly used to 
provide safe access to local schools. The tunnels have been closed for many years and have been 
accumulating trash and debris and are now a matter of public health and safety for the surrounding 
schools and communities.

On December 6, 2013, Council adopted a Motion (CF 13-1338) instructing the Bureau of 
Street Services, with assistance from the Department of Transportation and the Bureau of 
Engineering, to report with recommendations to permanently close these three pedestrian tunnels. 
In the 2018-19 Adopted Budget, funding was allocated to close these tunnels and upgrade the 
nearby sidewalk and curb ramps to be compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Under Charter Section 371(e)(5), the Board of Public Works may declare repair, 
alterations, work, or improvements to be of urgent necessity for the preservation of life, health, or 
property. If a project is declared to be of urgent necessity, the Bureau of Engineering may select^a 
contractor from their Emergency Prequalified On-Call Geotechnical/Structural Contractors list for 
the construction of the project in order to accelerate the project’s timeline.

Given that the funding is in place, the public safety and health issues are ongoing, and the 
process to close these tunnels started over six years ago, the City should do everything possible to 
expedite these projects.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Bureau of Engineering be instructed to report on the 
feasibility of declaring the three pedestrian tunnel closure projects at 52nd Street and Hoover Street, 
52nd Street and Vermont Avenue, and 61st Street and Figueroa Street in Council District 9 as all 
being of urgent necessity in order to expedite the closures to address the public health and safety 
issues occurring at these sites.

cui(Mm price, jr.
Councilmember, 9th District
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