
BUDGET & FINANCE

MOTION

On June 27,2019, the City Council adopted a motion authorizing the City Attorney to retain 
the law firm of Kaplan Kirsch & Rockwell (KKR) to assist in the work already being 
undertaken by the City Attorney1 s Office in preserving the City's rights and evaluating its 
legal options with respect to the implementation by the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) of its SoCal Metroplex Project and NextGen initiatives. At that time, the Council 
approved an initial budget of $100,000, and acknowledged that the budget would likely 
need to be increased.

The City Attorney with the assistance of KKR has initiated litigation against the FAA with 
respect to flights arriving at LAX via the North Downwind Arrival approach. Also with the 
assistance KKR, the City Attorney has engaged the FAA with respect to departures from the 
Hollywood-Burbank Airport and Van Nuys Airport. The City Attorney recently sent a letter 
to the FAA demanding, among other things, that air traffic controllers stop directing pilots 
to deviate from historic departure flight tracks until FAA properly completes its 
environmental assessment of flight tracks for Hollywood-Burbank Airport FAA rejected 
the City Attorney's demand. The City's response to the FAA’s rejection will be forthcoming.

The City Attorney with KKR's assistance will continue its efforts to protect City residents 
and businesses from the negative health, safety, and environmental impacts caused by 
FAA's actions both in the Los Angeles Basin and in the San Fernando Valley. In order to 
ensure that the City is well represented in these ongoing efforts, the additional funding 
referenced in the Council's June action is now needed.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council INSTRUCT the Chief Legislative Analyst to report with 
recommendations as to potential sources of funds to facilitate a transfer of $200,000 to the 
City Attorney, Fund 100, Department No. 12, Account No. 00930, for the purpose of outside 
counsel expenses related to the City's ongoing interactions with the Federal Aviation 
Administration.
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