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Council File 19-1496
Case: DIR-2016-4920-SPR-1A
Environmental: ENV-2016-4921-CE-1A

1719-1731 N. Whitley Ave

Councilman Mitch O'Farrell, CD13 
Craig Bullock, CD13 
clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org 
Leyla Campos, PLUM Clerk

PLUM Committee Chiefs of Staff:
Solomon Rivera
Lisa Hansen
Debby Kim
Curtis Earnest
Hannah Lee

September 30, 2020

To the Los Angeles PLUM Committee,
Exacerbating the problems of homelessness and housing affordability is the rapid loss of RSO housing 
stock, largely through demolition like this one proposed for Whitley Avenue.

A new report titled "Hotel California: Housing the Crisis" is looking into the acquisition of hotels as a more 
permanent extension of Governor Newsom's "Project Roomkey" which provided temporary hotel housing 
for the homeless during COVID. The report, by the UCLA Luskin Institute on Inequality and Democracy, 
outlines a strategy for LA County to acquire and convert existing hotels for use as affordable housing. 
The authors cite the immense need for additional shelter, with 365,000 families at risk of eviction once 
emergency COVID measures are lifted.

THAT IS ONE THOUSAND FAMILIES DISPLACED EVERY DAY FOR A YEAR.

So it is barely conceivable, in these days where the LA homeless count grows to more than 66,000, a 
whopping 12.7% increase from last year, at a time when the situation is so dire that plans emerge to 
acquire hotels through imminent domain, that a decision will be made to demolish 40 units of established 
RSO housing, and put in its place... a hotel??

I would imagine the idea of eliminating 40 more RSO units from the heart of the City would be disturbing to 
lawmakers who continually reassure us they are making strides to solve these problems. But making strides 
with one hand while compounding the problem with the other is counter-productive, counter-intuitive and truly 
a bit insane. It speaks volumes about the inequity tilted in favor of the developers, at the expense of our 
housing stability, our environment, our quality of life.

FORTY FAMILIES will be displaced for a new hotel; a welcome mat for tourists, a no-vacancy sign for our community.

We urge you to do the right thing and take a stand for long-established affordable, rent-stabilized housing stock 
and the working class humans who live there.

We look forward to your decision,
Carol Cetrone
Silver Lake NC Urban Design and Preservation Committee 
Silver Lake Heritage Trust

Please include a copy of this letter in the case file.
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