
HOMELESSNESS AND POVERT'

MOTION

There are tens of thousands of unhoused people in the City of Los Angeles eager for housing. 
Most of them are not chronically homeless, and do not require or qualify for the City’s growing 
inventory of permanent supportive housing (PSH). They may have recently become unhoused, or 
are still employed, or do not have a high enough need for services to be paired with PSH units.

There are too few housing options or interventions for people who should be easiest to help — 
unhoused people with “low acuity” or even “mid-range acuity” scores in the region’s 
Coordinated Entry System (CES), administered by the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority 
(LAHSA). In many cases, an unhoused person may not be “homeless enough” to qualify for 
available housing programs. As a result, thousands of people are stuck living on the streets for 
longer periods of time, making it more difficult and more expensive to to eventually house and 
serve them.

At the same time, through density bonus programs, discretionary approvals, Disposition & 
Development Agreements, and other means, thousands of new affordable rental units are being 
built by private developers. For example, according to city data, between September 2017 when 
the Transit Oriented Communities (TOC) program was launched and the end of 2018, developers 
have proposed at least 2,300 units of housing set aside for certain income levels. Often, these 
units are being built by developers with little experience in marketing or managing affordable 
housing.

The supply of affordable housing being built should, at least in part, meet the demand for 
affordable housing from people who are homeless with low or mid-range acuity scores, who do 
not require long-term intervention or wraparound services, but need only or a short term 
intervention and an affordable place to live. As new units become available, the City should 
facilitate filling them rapidly with individuals and families in need of housing. While the 
Housing & Community Investment Department (HCID) requires that owners provide unit 
availability on a public database, there is no direct coordination between the City’s homeless 
service providers and the property managers.

The City should explore ways to fill new affordable housing units with unhoused individuals 
who are entefed into the Coordinated Entry System, especially those with low acuity scores.
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I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council instruct the Chief Legislative Analyst (CLA), in 
coordination with the City Administrative Officer (CAO), Housing & Community Investment 
Department (HCID), The Housing Authority of Los Angeles County (HACLA), Department of 
Planning, LAHSA, and City Attorney, to report back within 90 days on opportunities to match 
people who are unhoused with new affordable housing units. The report back should consider, 
but not be limited to, the following questions:

• When and if the City can legally require such placements 
Whether the City should or could incentivize such placements 
Whether such placements could be arranged by LAHSA, HCID or HACLA 
Whether such placements could be made by non-profit agencies through master leasing 
agreements.
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