
INFORMATION, TECHNOLOGY AND GENERAL SERVIC,MOTION

Cars and trucks account for nearly one-fifth of all United States greenhouse gas emissions. Under the 1970 
Federal Clean Air Act, the state of California was granted authority to set its own vehicle emissions standards, 
regulated by the California Air Resources Board (CARB). These stricter standards were voluntarily adopted by 
thirteen other states and the District of Columbia, accounting for 40% of the nationwide auto market, and 
became the de-facto nationwide standards for the automobile industry.

On September 18th, 2019 the Trump Administration revoked California's waiver to set its own standards, 
thereby also revoking the ability of the other states to adhere to California's more stringent regulations. In 
response, the City of Los Angeles joined the State of California, 22 other states, New York City, and Washington 
D.C, in suing the federal government for declaratory and injunctive relief to defend California's right to set its 
own emissions standards.

On November 18th, the State of California Department of General Services (DGS) announced that effective 
immediately, DGS will prohibit purchasing by state agencies of any sedans solely powered by an internal 
combustion engine, with exemptions for certain public safety vehicles. DdS is also in the process of developing a 
second policy, which will require state agencies, starting on January 1, 2020, to purchase vehicles only from 
Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) that recognize the CARB’s authority to set greenhouse gas and zero 
emission vehicle standards, and which have committed to continuing stringent emissions reduction goals for 
their fleets.

The City of Los Angeles has been a leader in vehicle emission reductions. There are more electric vehicles on the 
road and more EV chargers available to the public in Los Angeles than any other region in America. The Mayor's 
Sustainability pLAn states that 100% of all new light duty purchases must be electric and sets a target of 
converting all City Fleet vehicles to zero emission where technically feasible by 2028. It is imperative that we 
continue to build on this progress.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council request the City Attorney to prepare and present an ordinance 
requiring that the General Services Department (GSD) and all other departments with vehicle purchasing 
authority; starting January 1, 2020, purchase vehicles only from Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) that 
recognize the California Air Resources Board (CARB)’s authority to set greenhouse gas and zero emission 
vehicle standards, and which have committed to continuing stringent emissions reduction goals for their fleets, 
unless the available vehicles produced by these OEM's do not meet the agency's technical or logistical needs.

I FURTHER MOVE that the City Council request the City Attorney to prepare and present an ordinance 
prohibiting the purchase of sedans and SUVs that are powered only by internal combustion engines, regardless 
of the OEM, unless the Council approves an exception after the agency makes findings for why the hybrid or all 
electric vehicle does not meet the agency's needs. .. .

I FURTHER MOVE that the City Council request GSD, the Chief Legislative Analyst, and the City Administrative 
Officer to report back with a purchasing plan, timeline, and resources required to convert the City Fleet to zero 
emission vehicles where technically feasible by 2028, consistent with the Mayor's Sustainability pLAn.
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