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In 2018, SB 1294 (Bradford), also known as the California Cannabis Equity Act of 2018, was 
adopted by the State Legislature, which established and appropriated funding for the Local Equity 
Grant Program. The Local Equity Grant Program, administered through the California Bureau of 
Cannabis Control, allows for direct assistance to local jurisdictions’ commercial cannabis equity 
programs that provide assistance to local equity applicants or local equity licensee.

The City of Los Angeles has adopted and operates a Social Equity Program that promotes 
equitable ownership and employment opportunities for marginalized communities in order to address 
the disproportionate impacts of the war on drugs in those communities. On August 29, 2019, the 
Department of Cannabis Regulation submitted an application for grant funding provided through the 
California Cannabis Equity Act of 2018. On October 9, 2019, the Bureau of Cannabis Control 
announced that the City of Los Angeles was awarded approximately $ 1.8 million in equity grant 
funding, the largest given to any grantee in the State of California, for the City’s Social Equity Program.

It is important that the City leverage and maximize use of funds made available by the State. 
The Department of Cannabis Regulation intends to allocate the funds from the Local Equity Grant 
Program to provide a loan or grant to a local equity applicant or local equity licensee to assist with 
startup and ongoing costs, to provide sources of capital to local equity applicants and licensees, to 
provide direct technical assistance, and to assist in the administration of local equity grant programs.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council adopt the attached Resolution, as required by the 
California Department of Consumer Affairs and the Bureau of Cannabis Control, to authorize the 
Executive Director of toe Department of Cannabis Regulation, or their designee, to accept a grant in 
toe amount of $1,834,156.38 in equity grant funding through the California Cannabis Equity Act of 
2018, and upon receipt, to deposit this amount into a new Account in Fund No, 60E-13 entitled “Local 
Equity Grant Funding Program Grant Funds” and to further transfer/appropriate $183,415 therefrom 
to the Cannabis Fund No. 100-13, Account No, 001010 (Salaries-General); and

I FURTHER MOVE that toe Executive Director of toe Department of Cannabis Regulation, or 
their designee, be authorized to execute the attached standard agreement with the Bureau of Cannabis 
Control for toe period of July 1,2019 through June 30, 2020, including any extensions or amendments 
thereof, subject to the approval of the City Attorney as to form and legality.
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RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the State of California established equity grant funding for local jurisdictions 
through the California Cannabis Equity Act of 2018 to be administered by the California Bureau 
of Cannabis Control; and

WHEREAS, funding has been provided to the Bureau of Cannabis Control to provide grant 
funds to local jurisdictions pursuant to the Budget Act of 2019, Item 1111-490-Reappropriation;
and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles has adopted and operates a Social Equity Program 
administered by the Department of Cannabis Regulation; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Cannabis Regulation submitted an application for grant funding 
provided through the California Cannabis Equity Act of 2018 on August 29,2019; and

WHEREAS, it was announced by the Bureau of Cannabis Control on October 9, 2019 the City of 
Los Angeles was awarded $1,834,156,38 in equity giant funding through the California 
Cannabis Equity Act of 2018; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles has determined that it will use grant funds from the Bureau 
of Cannabis Control to assist local Social Equity Applicants and Licensees through its Social 
Equity Program as described in its application for grant funds;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Los Angeles hereby authorizes the 
Executive Director of the Department of Cannabis Regulation, or their designee, to be authorized 
to execute the attached standard agreement, including any extensions or amendments thereof and 
any subsequent contract with the State in relation thereto.

IT IS AGREED that any liability arising out of the performance of this contract, including civil 
court actions for damages, shall be the responsibility of the grant recipient and the authorizing 
agency. The State of California, Department of Consumer Affairs, Bureau of Cannabis Control 
disclaims responsibility for any such liability.
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