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Approved by the voters on March 7, 2017, Proposition M allows for the recreational use, 
sale, and taxation of cannabis and cannabis-related products in the City of Los Angeles, The 
Department of Cannabis Regulation is responsible for both the licensing of cannabis-related 
businesses as well as the enforcement of the City’s rules and regulations surrounding commercial 
cannabis activity.

During the creation of the regulatory framework for commercial cannabis activity, the City 
created an administrative process, whereby the Department of Cannabis Regulation, with the 
assistance of various City departments, is responsible for reviewing applications on a case-by-case 
basis for compliance as it relates to proximity to sensitive uses, security plans, and permits and 
fees, amongst many other things. As part of this review process, verification of criminal history 
for potential licensees is required to determine eligibility for a commercial cannabis license 
(LAMC Section 104.03). In order to verify criminal history, the Department of Cannabis 
Regulation would need to obtain access to state and federal summaries of criminal history through 
the Department of Justice.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council adopt the attached Resolution to authorize the 
Department of Cannabis Regulation to access state and federal level summary criminal history 
information through the Department of Justice for licensing of all owners of commercial cannabis 
businesses in the City of Los Angeles and may not disseminate the information to a private entity.

PRESENTED BY;
MARQUEECE HARRIS-DAWSON 
Councilmember, 8th District

SECONDED BY:
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RESOLUTION

A RESOLUTION OF THE LOS ANGELES CITY COUNCIL 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES TO ACCESS 

STATE AND FEDERAL SUMMARY CRIMINAL HISTORY 
FOR LICENSING PURPOSES THROUGH THE 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

WHEREAS, Penal Code Sections 11105(b)(11) and 13300(b)(11) authorize cities, 
counties, districts and joint powers authorities to access state and local summary 
criminal history information for employment, licensing or certification purposes; and

WHEREAS, Penal Code Section 11105<b)(11) authorizes cities, counties, districts and 
joint powers authorities to access federal level criminal history information by 
transmitting fingerprint images and related information to the Department of Justice to 
be transmitted to the Federal Bureau of Investigation; and

WHEREAS, Penal Code Sections 11105(b)(11) and 13300(b){11) require that there be 
a requirement or exclusion from employment, licensing, or certification based on 
specific criminal conduct on the part of the subject of the record; and

WHEREAS, Penal Code Sections 11105(b)(11) and 13300(b)(11) require the city 
council, board of supervisors, governing body of a city, county or district or joint powers 
authority to specifically authorize access to summary criminal history information for 
employment, licensing, or certification purposes.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Los Angeles is hereby 
authorized to access state and federal level summary criminal history information for 
licensing of all owners of commercial cannabis businesses in the City of Los Angeles 
and may not disseminate the information to a private entity.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Los Angeles
2019.City Council at its meeting

CITY CLERK MAYOR

Approved


