
HOMELESSNESS AND POVERTY
MOTION

Over the past several years, a key component of the region’s strategy to address homelessness 
has been development of a Coordinated Entry System (CES), a centralized database that 
categorizes unhoused people by need in order to best match them to housing and appropriate 
services.

A central feature of the CES is the Vulnerability Index - Service Prioritization Decision 
Assistance Tool (VI-SPDAT), which scores each individual by their need and vulnerability. Those 
with the greatest and most urgent needs are considered "high acuity.” Those with less urgent 
needs are considered moderate or mid-range acuity, or low acuity. In general, the appropriate 
intervention for people with a high acuity score is permanent supportive housing. The 
appropriate intervention for people with a mid-range score is rapid rehousing vouchers. Those 
with a low-acuity score are generally expected to find housing on their own.

The bulk of the City’s investment in homelessness solutions is through voter-approved Measure 
HHH, which primarily funds permanent supportive housing, serving those who are chronically 
homeless - 29% of LA's homeless population, according to the Los Angeles Homeless Services 
Authority.

Unless there is a pathway out of homelessness for people of lower and mid-range acuity, we are 
inadvertently but inevitably requiring people to get sicker or to be homeless longer before we 
provide housing. That logically leads to an increase in chronic homelessness, and likely leads to 
an increase in people living on the streets experiencing or manifesting mental illness or 
addiction.

It would be appropriate to analyze how well programs are serving people of all acuity levels.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA) be directed 
to prepare a report on how we!) its current programs are serving people of different acuity levels. 
The report should include, but not be limited to, the following data:

What percentage of the Los Angeles homeless population does LAHSA estimate has 
been entered into CES and given a VI-SPDAT score?

What is the number and percentage of the Los Angeles unhoused population that is high 
acuity, mid-range accuity, and low acuity?

What programs are designed to serve each acuity level? And what amount and 
percentage of money spent citywide and countywide on homeless programs do those 
programs constitute?
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• What is the number and percentage of people, by service provider area (SPA), with high 
acuity scores who have been housed by programs serving that population?

• What is the number and percentage of people, by SPA, with midrange acuity scores who 
have been housed by programs serving that population?

• What is the number and percentage of people, by SPA, with low acuity scores who have 
been housed by programs serving that population?

• What data, if any, does LAHSA have on people who’s acuity score has gotten higher 
over time?

• According to available data or published analysis, what is the correlation, if any, between 
acuity score and length of time someone is unhoused?
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