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May 3, 2019 

 

Chair Martinez and City Councilmembers 

Energy, Climate Change, and Environmental Justice Committee 

Los Angeles City Council 

200 North Spring Street 

Los Angeles, California 90012 

 

RE: Navajo Generating Station and Clean Energy 

 

Dear Chair Martinez and Members of the Committee: 

 

As advocates who have spent decades striving to protect the air, land and water of the Navajo 

Nation and to lessen its reliance on coal, we are writing to you on behalf of the people and 

communities that will be most impacted by the closure of the Navajo Generating Station 

(“NGS”) at the end of this year.  We encourage the Los Angeles Department of Water and 

Power, as a former owner of NGS and an important partner in the decommissioning process for 

the plant, to take a leadership role for the much-needed just transition of impacted tribal 

communities by providing support for clean energy investments on the Navajo Nation. 

 

NGS is the largest and dirtiest coal-burning power plant in the West. For almost 50 years, NGS 

has released millions of tons of harmful pollutants into the local air, land and water. Its steam 

and cooling systems consume enough water to sustain a city of more than 100,000 people for a 

year. Residents who live near the coal plant are statistically more likely to suffer from respiratory 

disease. Methyl mercury, selenium, and other toxic emissions accumulate in surrounding 

ecosystems, and plant emissions also impair visibility at nearby parks and wilderness areas. 

 

Additionally, and perhaps the most critical issue regarding the operation of NGS, is the Navajo 

Aquifer, which was used by Peabody Energy for the operation of the Kayenta coal mine. The 

aquifer is the most significant water source for the communities that live on Black Mesa. As you 

may know, the Kayenta Mine is bound by contract to supply all of its coal to NGS, and, since the 

beginning, the annual extraction of more than a billion gallons of potable water for mining 

purposes was significantly impacting the Navajo Aquifer. According to data collected by the 

Interior Department, the health of the Navajo Aquifer has continued to decline, with water levels 

decreasing by more than 100 feet in some wells and discharge falling by more than 50 percent in 

the majority of monitored springs. 



 

 

 

NGS and those who have benefited from its operations for decades have had a profound impact 

on tribal communities and the Navajo Nation as a whole. Most significantly, NGS is responsible 

for not only supporting livelihoods for tribal communities, but also in causing lasting damage to 

their environment and the health and livelihoods of our families, friends, and neighbors. 

 

Los Angeles can be a valuable partner in helping local communities move beyond the half 

century of harm that coal has heaped on the Navajo Nation by laying the ground work for a clean 

energy future. As NGS’s operation has allowed the communities that it serves to prosper, many 

on the Navajo Nation still live without running water or electricity, and there is still a large and 

unjust disparity between the sacrifices that tribal communities have made for the customers that 

the owners of NGS served and the benefits received in terms of overall economic development 

across the Navajo Nation during NGS’ life.  

 

Los Angeles must take leadership in providing formal assistance and work with other NGS 

owners to prepare a robust plan that would aid in the overall economic development of the 

Nation as a whole as well as impacted tribal communities. Such formal assistance would show 

that the decades of hard work by Navajos is strongly appreciated by the communities that have 

benefited from it, and that Los Angeles supports the long-term prosperity of the communities it 

serves and does business with.  

 

A robust transition plan that is linked to specific actions and funding commitments by Los 

Angeles would help set an example that may encourage other NGS owners to contribute their 

fair share to this thoroughly warranted effort. 

 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment, and look forward further discussing this critical 

matter with you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Nicole Horseherder   Marie Gladue 

Tó Nizhóní Ání   Black Mesa Water Coalition 

 

Carol Davis    Percy Deal 

Diné CARE    Former Navajo Council Delegate 

 

 

 



 
 

November 15, 2019 

 

Chair Martinez and City Councilmembers 

Energy, Climate Change, and Environmental Justice Committee 

Los Angeles City Council 

200 North Spring Street 

Los Angeles, California 90012 

 

RE: Follow Up Letter on Navajo Generating Station and Clean Energy 

 

Dear Chair Martinez and Members of the City Council: 

 

This letter serves as a follow up and a thank you to the Office of the Mayor and City 

Councilmembers who met with me in June to discuss possible development of clean energy 

projects that would support the just and equitable transition of the Navajo Nation due to the closure 

of the Navajo Generating Station (“NGS”) on December 22, 2019. 

 

To reiterate some of the points we discussed during our meeting, our primary concern is to mitigate 

the economic and environmental impacts of NGS on the Navajo Nation. Los Angeles was a part-

owner of NGS for decades and over that time benefitted from the generation and delivery of at 

least 477 megawatts of power generated by the largest coal plant in the West. With the final shut 

down of the last two units at the plant happening any day now, we are extremely concerned that the 

short time frame is an obstacle to the Navajo Nation’s ability to transition its economy to make up 

for the jobs and revenue losses that will be felt as a result of the closure. 

 

Last month, President Jonathan Nez and Vice President Myron Lizer of the Navajo Nation sent a 

letter to the City of Los Angeles requesting collaboration on purchasing at least 500 megawatts of 

clean energy from the Navajo Nation in order to assist in just transition efforts.  

 

As advocates who have spent decades striving to protect the air, land, and water of the Navajo 

Nation, and as residents who will be directly impacted by the closure and clean-up of NGS, we 

support these efforts. We are hopeful that Los Angeles will take a leadership role in providing 

formal assistance, and that you will also work with the other owners of NGS to encourage them to 

follow in Los Angeles’s footsteps. 

 

We look forward to continuing this dialog in the hope that our discussions lead to the development 

of clean energy projects on tribal land and a continued energy partnership that will benefit both the 

Nation and the City of Los Angeles. 

 

 

Sincerely, 



 

Nicole Horseherder 

Tó Nizhóní Ání 

nhorseherder@gmail.com 

 

 

Carol Davis 

Diné CARE 

carol.davis@dine-care.org 

 

 

Marie Gladue 

Black Mesa Water Coalition 

marie@blackmesawatercoalition.org 

 

 

Percy Deal 

Retired, Former Navajo Council Delegate 

deal.percy@gmail.com 

 

cc: Office of the Mayor 

 Marty Adams, General Manager, Los Angeles Department of Water and Power 

 President Mel Levine and Commissioners, Los Angeles Department of Water and Power 

 

Attachment: Initial Letter on May 3, 2019 to the Energy, Climate Change, and Environmental 

Justice Committee   

Letter from the Navajo Nation on October 4, 2019 to the City of Los Angeles 
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