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February 19, 2020 
 
Council President Martinez and Councilmembers 
Los Angeles City Council 
200 N Spring Street  
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
RE: Council File: 19-1585 -- Partnership with the Navajo Nation 
 

The Sierra Club and Natural Resources Defense Council strongly support the motion 
proposed by Councilmemer O’Farrell and Council President Martinez to direct the Los Angeles 
Department of Water and Power (“LADWP”) to explore the feasibility of entering into a 
partnership with the Navajo Nation to jointly develop clean energy resources. 
 

The development of clean energy resources in partnership with the Navajo Nation would 
mitigate the economic and environmental impacts of the Navajo Generating Station (“NGS”) on 
the Navajo Nation, and would expand and encourage other NGS owners to contribute their fair 
share of a just transition effort. By delivering clean power to Angenelos from the Navajo Nation, 
LADWP would utilize valuable, and available, transmission capacity it continues to own. 

 
As LADWP puts together a report within the next thirty days, it must be mindful of the 

decades of hard work by Navajos for Los Angeles. Because of NGS, Los Angeles was powered 
through its period of growth and prosperity, and these benefits did not materialize to Navajos as 
many lived during those decades--and many still do--without running water or electricity. A 
partnership between both governments must recognize the Navajo Nation’s right to 
self-determination, be equitable, provide Navajos with economic prosperity through workforce 
opportunities, and allow for Navajo ownership of clean energy assets.  

 
We appreciate the opportunity to comment, and we look forward to seeing this move 

forward. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Luis Amezcua Julia Prochnik  
Senior Campaign Representative Director of Western Renewable Grid Planning 
Sierra Club Natural Resources Defense Council 

 


